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GLOBAL POLITICAL-MILITARY  
AGRESSIVENESS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

HISTORY AND ACTUALITY– 
 

Lieutenant-general (r) assoc. professor Constantin MINCU*, PhD 
 
 

Abstract: 
The author considers that the topic of this article is of public interest in 

Romania, especially after the regional and global politico-military evolutions 
originating in the aggressive actions and the bellicose statements of the officials 
from the Russian Federation. 

I believe that the justified concerns are not only in Romania, but also in all 
the countries situated in the area Russians refer to as their “close vicinity”, a 
vicinity that no one knows where it ends - Berlin or the Atlantic! 

Many Romanian and foreign political and military analysts have noticed a 
suspicious political passivity from the great European countries (Germany, 
France, Italy) over the recent demonstrations of the Putin regime. These countries 
have some common motivations, but also some specific ones in protecting and even 
in encouraging Russian actions, their main reason being the energy dependence on 
Russia, but also the vast field of mutual business of all kinds. 

Keywords: political-military aggression; the Russian Federation; USA; 
EU, military potential; military bases. 

 

1. Introduction 

The study of the history, political geography, mineral and energy 
resources, economy, of the population with the specific ethnic mix, as well 
as of the extraordinary military force of the Russian Federation in the 
present geopolitical and geostrategic conditions has become an existential 
obligation of many nations of the world who had and still have the 
misfortune to be in the vicinity of this new Empire. 

                                                
* Entitled member of Romanian Scientists Academy, member of the Honour Council of 
Romanian Scientists Academy, and scientific Secretary of Military Sciences Section. 
Phone: 0722.303.015, E-mail: mincu_constantin@yahoo.com. 
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The Romanian political and military leaders cannot deny this 
obligation, given the tragic experiences lived under continuous threat and 
pressure of the great neighbour in three hundred years of history. 

Recent public analyses and surveys conducted in several countries 
worldwide are ranking the Russian Federation among the top three places as 
a global threat to the rest of the world, alongside climate changes and ISIS. 

I use this opportunity to recall in this brief material the attention of 
those interested, and especially of the active military personnel, on the 
articles published by prestigious authors in the “Geopolitica” Magazine no. 
73 (1/2018) and no. 74 (2/2018)1 on the complex issue of the current 
aggressive policy of the Russian Federation under the authority of President 
Vladimir Vladimirovici Putin and his team of siloviki. The authors and 
papers’ titles will be presented in the bibliography, mentioning that the 
authors, Stan Petrescu, Vasile Simileanu, Gheorghe Vaduva and Constantin 
Onişor, are reminded by the richness of arguments and the courage of the 
approach. 

In the following, I will try to present, in the limited writing space 
available, some important aspects of the historical development and 
consolidation, step by step, of the Russian colossus, from the Principality of 
Moscow to the Tsarist Empire and then to the Red Empire - the USSR. 

The main heir of the current USSR, the Russian Federation, gets 
stronger in the world arena using all possible means, with the declared goal 
of regaining the status of superpower, temporarily lost in 1991. 

These data and information are known by the interested public, 
but I think they do not hurt to be remembered, even briefly, given the 
developments on the world stage in recent years. 

 
2. Important historical milestones2 
Eastern Slavs appeared as an identifiable group in Europe between 

the third and the eighth centuries. Founded and ruled by a Varangian warrior 
elite and its descendants, the medieval state Ruthenia emerged in the ninth 
century. In 988 Ruthenia adopted Orthodox Christianity from the 
                                                
1 „Geopolitica” Magazine, no. 73(1) 2018 and no. 74(2) 2018. 
2 Russia. Wikipedia, free encyclopaedia 
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Byzantine Empire, starting a synthesis of Byzantine and Slavic cultures that 
defined Russian culture in the next millennium. Ruthenia eventually 
disintegrated in several small states, most of its territories were then invaded 
by Mongols, and became tributary to the nomadic Golden Horde in the 
thirteenth century. 

The Great Duchy of Moscow gradually reunified the surrounding 
Russian principalities around and gained independence from the Golden 
Horde. Until the eighteenth century, this country had extended its borders 
through conquests, annexations, and explorations, turning into the 
Russian Empire, the third largest empire in history, stretching from Poland 
in the West, to Alaska in the East. 

 
2.1. Kievan Rus: The establishment of the first states of eastern 

Slavs in the ninth century coincided with the arrival of Varangian 
merchants, warriors and colonists from the Baltic Sea region. They were 
primarily Scandinavian Vikings who ventured along the waterways from 
the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. 

According to the Chronicle of the past, a Varangian of the Russians 
named Rurik was elected ruler of Novgorod in 862. In 882, his successor, 
Oleg, extended to the south and conquered Kiev, which until then paid the 
tribute to the Khazars, thus establishing Kievan Rus. Oleg and his son 
Svetoslav then subjugated the eastern slave tribes to the Kievan domination, 
destroyed the Khazars Khaganate, and launched several military expeditions 
in Byzantium and Persia. 

In the tenth and eleventh centuries, Kievan Rus became one of the 
largest and most prosperous states in Europe. The reigns of Vladimir the 
Great (980-1015) and his sun Yaroslav the Wise (1019-1054), constitute 
the Golden Age of Kiev, in which Orthodox Christianity from Byzantium 
was accepted and the first code of laws of the Eastern Slavs, Russkaya 
Pravda, appeared. 

In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the constant incursions of the 
nomadic Turkic tribes, such as the Kipchaks and the Pechenegs, caused a 
massive migration of Slavic populations to the forested areas of the North, 
especially in the area known as Zalesie. 
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 The era of feudalism and decentralization was marked by a 
permanent internal struggle between members of the Rurik dynasty who 
reigned collectively in the Kievan Rus. The domination of Kiev weakened, 
to the benefit of the Vladimir-Suzdal Duchy, to the north-east, the Novgorod 
Republic in the northwest and Galicia-Volhynia to the southwest. 

Eventually, Kievan Rus disintegrated, the final blow being given by 
the Mongol invasion of 1237-1240, which resulted in the destruction of 
Kiev and the death of about half of the country’s population. The elite of the 
invading Mongols, together with the Turkic peoples conquered by them 
(Cumans, Kipchaks, Bulgarians), formed the Tatar people and founded the 
Golden Horde, from where they continued to pray the Russian duchies. 
Mongols dominated the Cumans-Kipchaks confederation and Bulgaria 
on the Volga (in the southern and central European Russia today) for more 
than two centuries. 

Galicia-Volhynia was eventually absorbed by the Kingdom of 
Poland, while Vladimir-Suzdal and Novgorod Republic, two Mongolian-
dominated regions on the outskirts of Kiev, laid the foundations for modern 
Russian statehood. Novgorod and Pskov have retained a certain degree of 
autonomy during the Mongolian domination and were largely spared by the 
atrocities that affected the rest of the country. 

Headed by Prince Nevsky, the Novgorod people rejected the 
Swedish invasion in the battle of Neva in 1240, as well as the Germanic 
Crusaders in the “Battle on the Ice” in 1242, interrupting their attempts to 
colonize the northern Ruthenia. 

 
2.2. The Great Duchy of Moscow: The most powerful state that 

eventually appeared after the destruction of the Kievan Rus was the great 
Duchy of Moscow (the “Muscovite Country” in the Romanian chronicles), 
originally having a part of Vladimir-Suzdal Duchy, which was still 
dominated by the Mongol-Tatars and with their complicity, Moscow began 
to assert its influence in the centre of the Ruthenian region in the fourteenth 
century, gradually becoming the driving force of the Ruthenian reunification 
process and the expansion of Russia. The last rival of Moscow, the 
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Novgorod Republic, thrived as the main fur trading centre and the most 
eastern port of the Hanseatic League. 

The times were hard, with frequent and devastating Mongol-Tatar 
attacks. Headed by Moscow’s Prince Dmitry Donskoy and assisted by the 
Russian Orthodox Church, the united army of Russian duchies provoked an 
important defeat to the Mongol-Tartars in the Battle of Kulikov in 1380. 
Moscow gradually absorbed the nearby duchies, including former powerful 
rivals Tver and Novgorod. 

Ivan III (“the Great”) eventually freed himself from the domination 
of the Golden Horde and consolidated all of Central and Northern Ruthenia 
under Moscow’s control. He was the first to take the title of “Great Prince of 
All Russia”. After the fall of Constantinople in 1453, Moscow claimed 
succession to the inheritance of the Roman Empire of the East. Ivan III 
was married to Sofia Palaiologhina, the niece of the last Byzantine Emperor 
Constantine XI, and took over the Byzantine bicephalous eagle as his own 
mark, and finally of Russia. 

 
2.3. The Russian Tsarist Empire: In the development of the idea of 

the Third Rome, the great Prince Ivan IV (“the Terrible”) was officially 
crowned as Russia's first “Tsar” in 1547. The Tsar promulgated “Sudebnik 
of 1550” as a new code laws, established the first representative Russian 
feudal organism „Zemski Sobor” and introduced local self-government in 
rural areas. 

In his long reign, Ivan the Terrible almost doubled the vast Russian 
territory by annexing the three Tatar principalities (Kazan, Astrakhan and 
Khanate of Siberia) in which the Golden Horde had been separated. Thus, at 
the end of the sixth century, Russia had already turned into a multi-ethnic, 
multi-confessional and transcontinental state. 

There followed a series of events and wars that weakened the 
Russian Tsarist Empire, including a civil war (1601-1603). 

The Polish-Lithuanian Union occupied parts of Russia, including 
Moscow. In 1612, the Poles were forced to withdraw by Russian volunteers 
ruled by two national heroes, merchant Kuzma Minin and Prince Dmitri 
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Pojarski. The Romanov Dynasty ascended the throne in 1613, by Zemski 
Sobor decision, and the country began to gradually recover. 

Under Romanovs, Russia continued its territorial growth in the 
seventeenth century, a period that represented the Cossacks’ era. Cossacks 
were warriors organized in military communities, similar to pirates and 
pioneers in the New World. Other wars followed with neighbours, revolts 
and new territorial changes. 

In the East, the rapid exploitation and colonization of some huge 
Siberian territories was largely driven by Cossack hunters seeking furs and 
ivory. 

 
2.4. Imperial Russia: Under Peter the Great, Russia was 

proclaimed as Empire in 1721 and became recognized as world power. 
Ruling between 1682 and 1725, Peter defeated Sweden in the Great 
Northern War, forcing it to yield Western Karelia and Ingria, as well as 
Estonia and Livonia, providing Russia with access to the sea and maritime 
trade. In the Baltic Sea, Peter founded a new capital called Sankt 
Petersburg, later known as the “window to Europe” of Russia. The reforms 
of Peter the Great have brought considerable Western-European cultural 
influences to Russia. 

The reign of the daughter of Peter I, Elisabeth (1741-1762), brought 
Russia’s participation in the Seven Years War (1756-1763). During this 
conflict, Russia temporarily annexed East Prussia and even conquered 
Berlin. However, at the death of Elisabeth, all these conquests were returned 
to the Kingdom of Prussia by Peter III of Russia who had a pro-Prussian 
orientation. 

Ekaterina II (“the Great”) reigned between 1762 and 1796, a period 
called the “period of Russian Enlightenment”. She expanded Russian 
political control over the Polish-Lithuanian Union and incorporated most of 
its territories into Russia during Poland’s divisions, pushing the Russian 
border to Central Europe in the west. 

In the South, after the success in the Russian-Turkish Wars against 
the Ottoman Empire, Ekaterina crossed the Russian border to the Black Sea, 
defeating the Crimean Khanate. 
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Following the victories against Qajar Iran in the Russian-Persian 
Wars until the first half of the nineteenth century, Russia also gained 
significant territories in the Transcaucasia and the North Caucasus, forcing 
Iran to give up to Russia definitively territories known today as Georgia, 
Dagestan, Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

Expansion continued during Alexander I (1801-1825), which pulled 
Finland from the weakened Kingdom of Sweden in 1809 and Bessarabia 
from the Moldavia dominated by Ottomans, in 1812. At the same time the 
Russians colonized Alaska and even founded settlements in California such 
as Fort Ross. 

In various alliances with European countries, Russia fought against 
Napoleon’s France. The French invasion of Russia, at Napoleon’s power 
peak in 1812, reached to Moscow, but eventually failed amid the resistance 
of the Russians in combination with the fierce cold of the Russian winter 
(95% of Le Grande Armée soldiers died). The Russian army led by Kutuzov 
and Barclay de Tolly pushed Napoleon out of the country and crossed 
Europe to Paris. 

At the end of the conservative reign of Nicholas I (1825-1855), a 
peak of Russia’s power and influence in Europe, was disrupted by the defeat 
in the Crimean War. 

Nicholas successor Alexander II (1855-1881) adopted important 
changes in the country, including the abolition of serfdom in 1861. These 
Great Reforms stimulated industrialization and lead to the modernization of 
the Russian army, which managed to free Bulgaria from Ottoman 
domination in the war of 1877-1878. In this favourable historical context, 
fighting with the weapon in hand, Romania gained its independence in 1877 
from the Ottoman Empire. 

The end of the nineteenth century brought the rise of various 
socialist movements in Russia. Alexander II was killed in 1881 by 
revolutionary terrorists. His son, Alexander III followed to the throne (1881-
1894). 

The last Russian Emperor Nicholas II (1894-1917) was unable to 
anticipate the events of the 1905 Revolution, triggered by the defeat in the 
Russian-Japanese War and by the incidents of the demonstrations known 
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as the Bloody Sunday. The revolt was stifled, but the government was 
forced to carry out major reforms (the 1906 Russian Constitution), including 
to grant freedom of expression and assembly, to legalize political parties, 
and to set up an elected legislature body, the State Duma of the Russian 
Empire. 

 
2.5. The February Revolution of 1917 and the Russian Republic: 

In 1914, Russia entered World War I, responded to the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire’s declaration of war against Serbia, the ally of Russia, and fought on 
several fronts, although it was isolated from its allies in Entente. 

In 1916, the Russian Army’s Brusilov Offensive almost completely 
destroyed the military capabilities of Austria-Hungary. However, the public 
mistrust of the people in relation to the regime has been exacerbated by the 
increase of war costs, the large number of victims, and rumours of 
corruption and betrayal. All these have formed the climate of the 1917 
Russian Revolution, made in two major stages. 

The February Revolution of 1917 forced Nicholas II to abdicate. 
He and his family were imprisoned and later, in 1918, they were executed in 
Ekaterinburg during the Russian Civil War. The monarchy was replaced by 
a shaky coalition of political parties on 6/19 January 1918. The Russian 
Constituent Assembly proclaimed Russia as a Feudal Democratic 
Republic. The next day, the Constituent Assembly was dissolved by the 
Pan-Russian Central Executive Committee. 

 
2.6. Soviet Russia and the Civil War: Simultaneously with the 

Provisional Government, the Socialists founded a parallel government, the 
Petrograd Soviet, which exercised power through democratically elected 
councilors and peasants called Soviets. This competition among the 
revolutionary authorities has aggravated the crisis in the country instead of 
solving it. 

Finally, the Revolution of October 1917, led by Bolshevik leader 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, overthrew the Provisional Government and brought 
to the Soviets all the power they used to found the first socialist state in the 
world. 
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Following the October Revolution, a civil war broke out between the 
anti-Communists of the White Movement and the new Soviet regime with 
the Red Army. Bolshevik Russia lost the territories of Ukraine, Poland, the 
Baltic States and Finland, by signing the Brest-Litovsk Treaty, which 
ended the hostilities with the Central Powers of World War I. The Allied 
Powers launched a first military intervention in support of counter-
communist forces. Meanwhile, both the Bolsheviks and the White 
Movement have launched campaigns of deportations and executions against 
the opposite camp, known as Red Terror and White Terror, respectively. 
By the end of the civil war, Russia’s economy and infrastructure had been 
seriously damaged. Millions of people became white immigrants, and the 
famine in 1921 produced 5 million casualties. 

 
2.7. The Soviet Union: The Russian Soviet Federative Socialist 

Republic (SFSR), together with the Soviet Republics of Ukraine, Belarus 
and the Transcaucasian, formed the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR or the Soviet Union) on December 30, 1922. Of the 15 republics that 
were to form the USSR, the largest in size and over half of the total 
population of the Union was the Russian SFSR, which would dominate the 
Union throughout its 69 years. 

Following the death of Lenin in 1924, a troika was designated to 
govern the Soviet Union. However, I.V. Stalin was elected General 
Secretary of the Communist Party and managed to suppress all groups 
within the party and to concentrate all power in his hands. 

What followed under Stalin ruling is well known: the Great 
Purification, mass repression between 1937 and 1938, the launch of the 
concept of planned economy, the collectivization of agriculture, the 
establishment of criminal labour camps, massive deportations and exiles of 
the population. The famine of 1932-1933 followed. Stalin imposed an 
intense pace of industrialization, and on this basis, the Red Army 
consolidation took place. 

Stalin and his clique, working closely with Hitler’s Nazi regime, 
contributed to the annexation of Austria and the dismemberment of 
Czechoslovakia (1938) by the latter. 
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In 1938-1939 the Soviet-Japanese War took place, and in August 
1939 the Soviet Government and the German Government concluded the 
criminal Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, by which they split their spheres of 
influence in Europe and annexed new territories. The USSR occupied 
Western Ukraine, Bessarabia, Herta territory, Northern Bucovina, 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. In September 1939 URSS split Poland 
with Germany. 

On June 22, 1941, Nazi Germany broke the non-aggression pact and 
invaded the Soviet Union. Recent data and information show that Germany 
has overtaken Stalin’s attack by about two weeks. 

How war evolved is well known, including its geopolitical and 
geostrategic consequences. Central and Eastern European states have come 
under the authority and leadership of the Soviet Union, a situation that 
lasted until 1989-1990. 

After Stalin followed Khrushchev (1955-1964) and Brezhnev 
(1965-1983). The latter is the author of the invasion of Czechoslovakia in 
August 1968 and the invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 (the Russians 
withdrew their forces only in 1989). There followed two meteoric leaders: 
Andropov and Cernenko, followed in 1985 by the last Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

Gorbachev (1985-1991) introduced the policies of glasnost 
(openness) and perestroika (restructuring) in an attempt to put an end to the 
economic stagnation period. 

From the Khrushchev period to 1989, the so-called Cold War 
functioned between the Western States on the one hand and the USSR on 
the other hand. 

Gorbachev’s reforms have failed lamentably, leading to an increase 
in poverty and food shortages. 

In November 1989, the Berlin Wall fell, and some East European 
countries were detached from the Soviet tutelage. 

During 1991, economic and political turmoil began to boil after 
Baltic Republics chose to separate from the Soviet Union. On March 17, 
1991, a referendum was held, in which the vast majority of the participating 
citizens voted in favour of modifying the Soviet Union into a New 
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Federation. In August 1991, a coup d’état attempt by some members of 
Gorbachev’s government aimed at preserving the Soviet Union instead it 
lead to the end of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) and a 
new wave of declarations of independence of the constituent republics. On 
December 25, 1991, the USSR dissolved in 15 post-Soviet states. 

 
2.8. The Russian Federation: In June1991, Boris Eltzin became 

the first directly elected president in Russia’s history (of the Russian Soviet 
Federative Socialist Republic, which on December 25, 1991 became the 
Russian Federation). After the disintegration of the USSR, a series of 
reforms took place, such as: 

- The privatization of some economic assets; 
- The liberalization of markets and trade; 
- The application of “shock therapies”, on the recommendation of the 

International Monetary Fund. 
All these have resulted in a major economic crisis, characterized by a 

50% drop in GDP and industrial output between 1990 and 1995. 
Privatization has passed control over businesses in the hands of 

people with relatives or relations within the Government. Many new rich 
people have moved assets and money outside the country into a huge capital 
migration. Recession led to the collapse of social services, birth rate 
collapsed as mortality increased. The poverty rate increased to 49% by 
1993. The 1990s led to the generalization of extreme corruption and 
organized crime, both financial and violent. 

The 1990s were also affected by conflicts in the North Caucasus 
(Chechnya, Abkhazia, Ossetia in Georgia, Nagorno-Karabakh in 
Azerbaijan, and Trandsnistria in the Republic of Moldova). 

As successor of the USSR, Russia took over both its rights (such as 
the seat in the UN Security Council) and its responsibilities, such as 
resolving external debt, with about half of the population of the USSR at the 
time of dissolution. Large fiscal deficits have caused the 1998 financial 
crisis and a further drop in GDP. 

On December 31, 1999, President Yeltsin suddenly resigned 
(Yeltsin manoeuvre), leaving office in the hands of recently-appointed 
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Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, who then won the presidential election in 
2000. 

Putin has succeeded to stabilize economy, to halt insurgencies in the 
North Caucasus, helped by the high oil price combined with a weak 
currency. 

After the economic crisis triggered in 2008, oil prices fell and 
Russia’s economy stagnated, with poverty rising again (20% of the 
population). 

Although Putin has strengthened an authoritarian and undemocratic 
regime that systematically suppresses opposition movements of any kind, 
his coming to power has coincided with some economic opportunities and 
the repression of insurgencies, facts that have made him popular in Russia. 

President Putin is in his fourth mandate (2018-2024) after he was 
prime minister between 2008 and 2012. 

In 2014, after President Viktor Yanukovych of Ukraine fled the 
country following street demonstrations, Putin requested and received from 
the Russian legislature the approval to deploy Russian troops in Ukraine. 
After occupying Crimea, Russia organized a “referendum” there and 
announced results that favoured separating the region from Ukraine, 
followed by its accession to the Russian Federation. On March 27, 2014, the 
UN General Assembly condemned in a resolution the annexation of Crimea 
by Russia by 100 votes to 11, with 58 abstentions. After annexation, Russia 
started an intensive militarization process on the Peninsula. 

In September 2015, Russia launched a military intervention in the 
Syrian Civil War consisting of air strikes against groups opposing the 
totalitarian regime of Bashar al-Assad, whether ISIS militants, from the al-
Nusra Front (al-Qaeda in Levant), Kurdish groups or Syrian anti-Assad 
rebels. Actions continue on this date (March 2019). 

In recent years, the Putin regime has triggered widespread actions 
(misinformation, lying propaganda, cyber-attacks, spy infiltration and 
commando groups) against the states of the European Union, the US and 
other countries, in order to weaken their cohesion and create divergences 
and divisions in public opinion in the concerned countries, in order to 
promote its aggressive expansionist policies. 
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3. Russian Federation political geography3 
The geography of Russia describes the geographical features 

(territory, climate, relief). It extends along the largest northern part of the 
Eurasian Supercontinent. Although there is a large part of the Arctic and 
Subarctic areas in this territory with less population, economic activity and 
physical variety then in other countries. 

Most of the country is made up of vast plains, both in the European 
as well as in the Asian part, the latter being known by the generic name of 
Siberia. These plains are predominantly steppe in the south, and in the north 
there are forest-covered plains with tundra on the northern coast. 

Mountain chains are met along southern borders, such as the 
Caucasus Mountains (Mount Elbrus, 5,633 m, the highest peak in Russia 
and Europe), the Altai Mountains, the Verkhoyansk Mountains and the 
volcanoes in the Kamchatka Peninsula. In the central area are the Ural 
Mountains, a mountain range stretching from north to south, which divides 
Eurasia conventionally into two continents, the European and Asian. 

The Russian Federation has (without Crimea) an area of 
17,075,400 square kilometres (rank 1 in the world). 

This country has a very long coastline over 37,000 km along the 
Arctic and Pacific Ocean as well as closed or semi-enclosed seas such as the 
Baltic Sea, the Black Sea or Caspian Sea. The most important Russian 
islands are Severnaya Zemlya, the Franz Josef Territory, the Novosibirsk 
Islands, the Wrangel Island, the Kuril and Sakhalin Islands. 

In Russia there are some of the largest rivers in length and/or flow in 
the world. For more details, see the map. 

 
 

                                                
3 https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geografia_Rusiei 
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Figure no. 1. The Russian Federation, European Part 

Source: Octavian Mândruț, Atlas geografic de buzunar, Editura Corint, 
București, 2013, pp. 68-69. 
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Figure no. 2. The Russian Federation. Asian Part 
Source: Octavian Mândruț, Atlas geografic de buzunar, Editura Corint, 

București, 2013, pp. 68-69. 
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Among the most important lakes in Russia are Baikal (the deepest 
lake with the largest freshwater volume in the world), Ladoga and Onega. 

Borders: The simplest description of Russia is that of a large layout 
on two continents, with a vast seaside and a number of important islands 
and an enclave (Kaliningrad, in the northeast corner of the Baltic Sea). 

Frontiers and seaside, starting from the north-east, in the 
trigonometric sense, are: 

• The borders with Norway and Finland; 
• A short seashore on the Baltic Sea, with Sankt. Petersburg port, 

from Finland to Estonia; 
• The borders with Estonia, Latvia, Belarus and Ukraine; 
• The Black Sea coast, from Ukraine to Georgia; 
• The borders with Georgia and Azerbaijan; 
• The Caspian Sea coast from Azerbaijan to Kazakhstan; 
• The borders with Kazakhstan, China, Mongolia, again with China 

and North Korea; 
• The maritime frontiers with the US and Japan. 
The very wide seaside allows Russia to reach all seas of the world 

and links with all the maritime nations and all the straits. 
Through the North Pacific has access to: 
• The Sea of Japan (with the western shore of Sakhalin); 
• The Okhotsk Sea (with the eastern shore of Sakhalin and the Kurile 

Islands); 
• The Bering Sea (with the eastern shores of the Ciukotsk Peninsula 

and the Kamchatka Peninsula). 
Kaliningrad Enclave belonging to the Russian Federation has 

borders with: 
• Poland to the south; 
• Lithuania to the north and east; 
•The Baltic Sea. 
The ports of the Russian seaside of the Baltic Sea and Black Sea 

have smaller access to other seas than in the case of the Pacific and Arctic 
ports, but that does not diminish their importance. The Baltic Sea provides 
immediate access to the ports of other nine countries and between mainland 
Russia and the Kaliningrad enclave. Through the straits between Denmark 
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and Sweden, the Baltic Sea is linked to the North Sea and the oceans in its 
north and west. 

The Black Sea offers immediate access to the ports of five other 
countries, and via the Bosporus and Dardanelles Straits and the Istanbul 
port, connects with the Mediterranean Sea, and further through the Suez 
Canal and the Gibraltar Strait to the Indian and Atlantic Oceans. The 
Caspian Sea, the largest saltwater lake, is a closed sea, with no access to the 
Planetary Ocean. 

Russia’s great frustration is that the straits named above are 
controlled by other powers. 

The Russian Federation is spread over 11 time slots. 
According to recent statistics, Russia has 13 cities with over 1 

million inhabitants: Moscow, Sankt Petersburg, Novosibirsk, Ekaterinburg, 
Nizhny Novgorod, Samara, Omsk, Kazan, Chelyabinsk, Rostov-on-Don, 
Ufa, Volgograd and Perm. 

 
4. Russian Federation population  
According to data from 2017, the Russian Federation has 144 million 

inhabitants (8th place in the world), with a density per square kilometre 
slightly above 8 inhabitants. 

Ethnic Russians make up 81% of the country’s population. In the 
Russian Federation, however, many important minorities also live. In total, 
160 ethnic groups and different native peoples live within its borders. 
Approximately 73% of the population live in urban areas, while 27% live in 
rural areas. 

After the 2010 census, apart from the ethnic Russians (81%), there 
are 3.7% Tatar, 1.4% Ukrainians, 1.1% Bashkir, 1% Chuvash, 11.8% other 
unspecified ethnicities. 

Since 2009, there has been an annual population growth in Russia, 
due to increased birth rates and reduced mortality. 

The government is implementing a series of programs designed to 
increase birth rates and to attract more immigrants. Monthly child 
allowances have been doubled to the equivalent of $ 55, and a unique     $ 
9,200 payment is granted for women who have a second child. Putin says 
that in 2025 the population of Russia could reach 146 million inhabitants. 
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The 160 ethnic groups speak 100 languages, of which 35 languages 
are officially recognized in Russia in different regions by local 
governments. 

 Religion: The Russians have practiced Orthodox Christianity since 
the tenth century. The Soviet period has meant the destruction of religion 
and churches, so today only 16-20% of them still declare themselves 
Orthodox believers. Following the Orthodox religion are Islam and then 
Buddhism. 

Health: The Russian Constitution guarantees universal health care. 
In practice, the situation is not so pink. In 2014, life expectancy in Russia 
was 65.29 years for men and 76.49 years for women. This is the case for an 
average of 0.859 men per woman, a big imbalance. 

Education: Russia has the greatest number of college graduates, or 
higher in terms of the percentage of the population in the world, with 54%. 

The Russian Federation has notable achievements in folk culture, 
architecture, visual arts, music and dance, literature and philosophy, cinema 
and animation and the mass-media, sports and other fields. 

 
5. Economy, mineral and energy resources  
Russia has a mixed economy with medium to high incomes. It is the 

12th world economy by nominal GDP and the 6th by purchasing power 
parity. 

According to data in 2013, the nominal GDP was $ 2,553 billion, 
GDP per capita was $ 18,800, inflation 6.8%, population under the poverty 
line 11.3%, labour force 73,290,000, and unemployment rate 5.8%. 

In 2013, Russia had reserves of $ 515.6 billion. It is believed that in 
2019 this reserve is higher. 

The Russians like to say that under their feet is all Mendeleev’s 
table. For the most part, this is true, with Russia being rich in iron ore, 
uranium and rare metals. 

An important economic asset, with strategic and military value, is 
provided by the energy resources, represented by oil and natural gas. 

The situation in 2012 was as follows: 
Oil: 
- Yearly production (2012) = 10,397 million barrels, the 3rd place in 

the world following Saudi Arabia and USA; 



 
 
 
 

GLOBAL POLITICAL-MILITARY AGRESSIVENESS  
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION HISTORY AND ACTUALITY– 

 
21

- Oil reserves = 74,200,000,000 barrels, representing 5.33% of the 
total reserves of the world, 8th place worldwide. 

Natural gas: 
- Gas production (2017) = 690.5 billion cube meters, 2nd place in the 

world after USA, and 1st place at export. 
- Gas reserves = 47.57 trillion cubic feet (25.0 2%), 1st place in the 

world.  
USSR and then the Russian Federation managed to dominate the 

natural gas market in Europe, with almost all EU countries dependent on 
imports (primarily Germany). 

 
Figure no. 3. The structure of the gas pipeline network of the USSR 

Source: East European gas Analysis4 
 

The Russian Federation has important achievements in space 
technology, automotive, communications, and especially in the armament 
industry, where it is the second largest exporter in the world after the USA. 
                                                
4 East European gas Analysis, https://eegas.com/fsu.htm 
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In recent years the army of the Russian Federation has a large 
amount of modern weapons for all categories of armed forces. 

Russia exports ($ 515 billion in 2013) are heading towards the 
Netherlands 14.6%, the People’s Republic of China - 6.8%, Germany - 
6.8%, Italy - 6.2%, Turkey – 5.2%, Ukraine - 5.2%, Belarus - 4.7%. 

Russia’s imports amounted to $ 341 billion in 2013, consisting of 
Western technology and food products. 

In conclusion, one can say that despite the USA and EU sanctions, 
after the annexation of Crimea and aggression in the East of Ukraine, Russia 
has a considerable economic power, mainly supported by the energy 
resources. 

 
6. The political system of the Russian Federation   
According to the Russian Constitution, the country is a federation 

a semi-presidential republic where the President is the Head of State and the 
Prime Minister is the Head of the Government. Structurally, the Russian 
Federation is organized as a multi-party representative regime, with the 
federal government comprised of three branches: 

 Two-Chamber Legislature: The Federal Assembly of Russia, 
consisting of 450 State Duma deputies and 170 members of the Federation 
Council, adopts federal laws, declares war, ratifies treaties, approves 
budgets and charges the president; 

 The Executive: The President is the Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, has the right to veto the draft legislative acts before they 
become law, appoints the Russian Government (the Cabinet), and 
appoints generals and officers in high positions. The government 
administers and applies federal laws and policies; 

 Judicial Power: the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court, 
and the lower federal courts, whose judges are appointed by the Federation 
Council on the recommendation of the President, interpret the law and may 
repeal the laws that they consider unconstitutional. 

The President is elected by popular vote for a term of six years 
(eligible for as many mandates but no more than two consecutive terms). 

The Cabinet is made up of Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers, 
Ministers and a few others; all members are appointed by the President on 
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the recommendation of the Prime Minister (whose appointment must be 
approved by the State Duma). 

Although theoretically is a multi-party system, Russia’s political life 
is dominated by the United Russia Party and its satellites, the more serious 
political movements being repressed by the authorities. Other parties so 
tolerated are the Communist Party, the ultranationalist grouping the Liberal 
Democratic Party and A Just Russia Party. In 2013, Russia was ranked by 
The Economist on 122 out of 167 countries in the “Democracy Index”. 

External Relations: The Russian Federation is recognized in 
international law as the successor state of the former Soviet Union. It is a 
permanent member of the UN Security Council and other international 
organizations. 

Russia has diplomatic relations with 191 countries and has 144 
embassies. 

 
7. The military forces of the Russian Federation 
After the dismantling of the USSR, the Armed Forces of the Russian 

Federation were created on May 7, 1992. The Russian Army is organized 
into five main components: 

 Land Forces; 
 Air Forces; 
 Military Marine;  
 Aerospace defence Forces; 
 Strategic Missile Forces. 
 
In 2019 there are 2,100,000 people in the Russian Armed Forces, 

of which 1,136,000 soldiers, although in numbers from public sources5 there 
are far fewer (1.9 million, of which 798,628 soldiers). 

Russia has the largest nuclear weapons stockpile (8,500 pieces, 1st 
place in the world), the second fleet of ballistic missiles and cruise missiles, 
and the only force of active strategic bombers, besides the USA. Its tank 
force is the largest in the world, with approximately 22,700 units, 50% 
being manufactured over the last ten years. 

                                                
5 Source: globalfirepower.com 
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In all other categories of weapons it has very large quantities, as 
follows: 

 Armoured vehicles – 28,000; 
 Self-propelled artillery – 6,000; 
 Towed artillery – 4,700; 
 Rocket projectors – 3,800; 
 Fighters – 3,100; 
 Attack helicopters – 1,655; 
 Aircraft carriers – 1; 
 Frigates – 5;  
 Destroyers – 15; 
 Corvettes – 81; 
  Submarines – 65; 
  Cruise Missiles with 2,400 km range – 646; 
 AA S-300 and S-400 defence systems installed especially to its 

western borders (Kaliningrad, Sankt Petersburg, Crimea, the western border 
with Ukraine, the Moscow region, etc.). The number of these systems is still 
unknown to the public. 

The Russian Federation has a huge and completely native 
armaments industry that produces almost all for its armed forces, but it also 
exports massively, ranking second place in the world after the USA. It owns 
35% of global arms sales (it sells in 80 countries). 

Russia’s official military budget is about $ 95 billion in 2019 (the 
figure may be much higher given the proverbial secrecy of the Russians), 
being the third largest after the budgets of USA and China. 

 
Bodies responsible for command and control of the Armed 

Forces of the Russian Federation: 
- Supreme Commander: President of the Russian Federation (until 

2024 - Vladimir Putin); 
- The Security Council of the Russian Federation, chaired by the 

President of Russia; 

                                                
6 Russia has violated the INF Treaty by stating that it does not own such weapons. 
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- The Defence Minister of the Russian Federation, now General 
Sergei Shoigu; 

- The General Staff, currently headed by general aggressor Valery 
Gerasimov. 

Four military districts are organized on the territory of Russia:  
 West - with its centre in Sankt Petersburg; 
  South - centre in Rostov, Don;  
 Central – with the command in Ekaterinburg; 
 East – with command in Khabarovsk. 
As usual, throughout its history, whether Imperial, Soviet or 

Russian, the Kremlin power continues to project its force abroad, having its 
bases and troops in Ukraine, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Trandsnistria, Syria, 
Libya, Venezuela, Afghanistan, Cuba, and perhaps disguised also in other 
countries. 

In Ukraine, Syria, Libya and Venezuela, (the famous Spetsnaz GRU 
military forces are disguised as mercenaries of private security companies, 
as Wagner Company is, considered by many analysts to be Vladimir Putin’s 
personal army. 

According to the statement of the President of Ukraine, Petro 
Poroshenko, made at the UN, Russia has the following forces in the 
“terrestrial aircraft”, Crimea: 

- Militaries – 32,500; 
- Artillery systems – 88; 
- MLRS – 52; 
- 372 armoured vehicles; 
- 113 fighters; 
- 62 attack helicopters;  
- 6 warships;  
- S-300 and S-400 anti-aircraft systems; 
- Tu-22M3 strategic bombers; 
- BUK-M2 and Panțîr-S1 systems; 
- Iskander missile systems; 
- “Ball” and “Bastion” missile defence system;  
- 6 submarines with Kalibr cruise missiles. 
 
In Donbas: 
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- 496 tanks; 
- 938 armoured vehicles; 
- 128 multiple missile launchers; 
- 776 artillery systems. 
As a result of these attack forces accumulation, the Chief of Staff of 

the Ukrainian Air Force General Viktor Muzhenko said on March 6, 2011 
that Russia is preparing a massive three-way attack on its country (North, 
East and South)7. 

This possible evolution is also a direct threat, of extreme gravity to 
Romania. 

Also, Russia has been preoccupied since 2000 to strengthen its 
military and surveillance devices in the Arctic Ocean (Figure 4). 

At the same time, Russia is developing and modernizing military 
bases in the west of its territory, in order to threaten and control EU and/or 
NATO member countries (Figure no. 5)8. 

On the Antarctic continent, Russia has seven scientific research 
stations that also have a military role to oversee competitors in the area 
(Figure no. 6). 

From the above, of course in summary, it can be concluded that the 
Russian Federation has a huge military force capacity and capability, 
potentially aggressive, to any country in the world, the first target being 
Europe. 

The current leadership of the Kremlin continues with determination 
the aggressive policy of the Tsarist Empire, the USSR, and now the Russian 
Federation, in order to become a world leader and to control and subdue the 
democratic states every day. 

 
 

                                                
7 Evenimentul zilei, Romanian Journal, 07.03.2019. 
8 “Geopolitica” Magazine, no. 73 (1/2018), p. 20. 
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Figure no. 4. Russia's Military Dispositive at the Arctic Ocean 
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Figure no. 5. Existing and modernized Russian military bases 
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Figure no. 6. Scientific research stations which also have a military role 
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8. Russia’s aggressive and destabilizing actions on neighbouring 

countries, EU countries, as well as the US and other countries of the 
world 

The Russian Federation, after 2000, has begun an ample process of 
arming and training for an aggressive war that may erupt at any time. 

It also developed and develops complex means of pressure and 
influence on neighbouring countries and other countries of the world 
(political, economic, technological, informational, cybernetic and military in 
the so-called “hybrid war” category). 

In the current political and geostrategic context, it is necessary to 
recall the complicated dossiers of frozen conflicts, presented in detail by 
Prof. Stan Petrescu, Ph.D. in the Geopolitica Magazine no. 73 (1/2018)9. 
Without going into detail, we sum up their names: Russia-Georgia, Russia-
Ukraine, Russia-Baltic States, Moldova and the case of Trandsnistria, 
Chechnya, Russia-Armenia-Azerbaijan, Russia’s hybrid war in Crimea. 

These frozen conflicts can be activated at any time by the Kremlin, 
with the involvement of its military forces and the actions of mercenaries in 
private armies (in fact Spetsnaz GRU forces). 

After the annexation of Crimea, Russia stepped up its efforts to 
strengthen its power in the Black Sea area, taking advantage of Turkey’s 
double play. There is a strong arming of the peninsula, as well as an 
increase in combat ships deployed in the Russian ports of the Black Sea. For 
details, it can be looked at the article “Evolution of the Balance of Power in 
the Black Sea Region”10. 

In the view of current Kremlin leaders an important objective is 
the strategies of blocking and diverting the evolution of the European Union 
and, in this context, to undermine and weaken its member countries11. 

                                                
9 Professor Stan Petrescu. Ph.D., Rusia de la conflictele înghețate la război hibrid, 
“Geopolitica” Magazine, no. 73(1/2018), pp. 21-36. 
10 Marius Roșu, Evoluția balanței de putere în Regiunea Mării Negre, “Geopolitica” 
Magazine, no. 73(1/2018), pp. 37-48. 
11 Mădălina Virginia Antonescu, Ph.D., Competiția pentru putere în secolul XXI: Forme ale 
strategiilor posibile ale Rusiei de blocare/deturnare a evoluției UE, “Geopolitica” 
Magazine, no. 73(1/2018), pp. 49-59. 
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We can keep in mind the intense actions of propaganda, 
misinformation, fake news, and cyber-attacks over the EU’s economic and 
financial infrastructures and over the US. Russia’s involvement in US 
presidential elections, in the Brexit process, but also in the elections in 
Germany, France, Italy, and other countries (including actions against 
Romania) is well-known. 

Moscow's leaders develop and apply, without any resentment, 
complex actions from the class of analysts called “The Hybrid War”, using, 
in their interest and without scruples, the territorial, economic, financial, 
confessional and political disputes between some European countries as 
well as between the Middle East countries12. 

It is noteworthy that the timid attempts by NATO and other Eastern 
European countries to defend their territory against threats coming daily 
from Moscow provoke the unjustified rage of Russia’s political and military 
leadership. 

 

Figure no. 7. Anti-missile capabilities developed by 2018 

                                                
12 Vasile Simileanu, Ph.D., Războiul hibrid – abordări geopolitice, geostrategice și de 
geointelligence, “Geopolitica” Magazine, no.  73(1/2018), pp. 75-98. 
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I believe that, in this context, we cannot omit the analysis made by 
Brigadier General Gheorghe Vaduva in his article “Russia is Russia and 
so”13. In the material is made a correct radiography, without partisan 
passions, of the actions of the last years of the Euro-Asiatic Empire at the 
East, actions that can threaten at any moment the peace of the world and, of 
course, Romania’s security. 

In the course of 2018, but also in the first months of 2018, numerous 
warnings were issued from some political leaders and military-political 
analysts on Russian intentions and actions. 

Thus, the Swedish Defence Research Agency14 came to the 
conclusion based on some hard-to-disputed arguments that Russia is 
preparing for a new world war. Why this serious conclusion? Because the 
Russians organize and carry out actions that lead to this situation: 

 They were moving from offensive applications with 10,000 troops 
in 2017 to 300,000 troops in 2018; 

 There is a massive training of reservists; 
 Many new weapons are produced and tested; 
 They Infringed the “INF Treaty” by developing and positioning 64 

SSC-8 cruise missiles (with nuclear or conventional warheads ranging 2,400 
km); 

 Sending “green men” to Syria, Libya, Venezuela and perhaps other 
countries; 

 Identification of the propaganda, misinformation, cyber-attacks 
against EU countries and other countries. 

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in Slovakia on February 
12, 2019: “Russian President Vladimir Putin poses a threat to democracies 
around the world”15. 

 
US Ambassador to Romania David Schlaefer: “Russia has a 

strategy to weaken Romania and its links with the West”16. 

                                                
13 Brigadier General Gheorghe Văduva, Ph.D., Rusia este Rusia și atât, “Geopolitica” 
Magazine, no. 73 (1/2018), pp. 115-125. 
14 Source: Digi24, 11.02.2019. 
15 Sources from the Romanian media (Hotnews, Evenimentul Zilei etc.), 13.02.2019. 
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Recently, US General Ben Hodges, former US Force Commander 
of Europe and Chief of NATO forces in Europe, said in Prague that Russia 
could occupy Odessa and then attack and occupy Romania17. 

Alerts and warnings about Russia’s aggression were also issued by 
some Romanian politico-military analysts, through papers and studies 
published in various magazines, books on geopolitical and geostrategic 
issues, and positions on various media vectors. 

It remains to be seen how NATO, the EU, and last but not least, 
Romania is responding to this wave of intimidation actions and to direct 
threats almost daily by the current leadership in Moscow !? 

Information from public sources show an excessive shyness from 
NATO and/or EU democratic countries to counteract Russia’s actions. 

 
9. Some conclusions and lessons for political and military leaders 

in Romania 
Political and military analysts from NATO and/or EU member 

countries agree that over the last ten years the world has entered a dangerous 
situation of turmoil, originally being the aggressiveness and destabilizing 
actions of the Russian Federation (politically, propagandistic, economic, 
military, cybernetic, etc.) directed against the NATO and European Union 
member states. 

Of course, world peace is also threatened by other state and non-state 
actors (North Korea, the Islamic State, the resurgent and terrorist 
movements in the Middle East, Africa and South America), as well as the 
serious dysfunctions in the Earth’s natural environment (global warming, 
massive deforestation, excessive exploitation of natural resources, etc.). 

The brief presentation of the potential dangers, including military 
threats, which for Romania come from the eastern area, aims to bring to the 
attention of the Romanian political and military leaders the need for 
permanent vigilance, accompanied by a thorough preparation for with 
respect to a possible aggression. 

Some conclusions18: 

                                                                                                                        
16 Source: hotnews, 24.02.2019. 
17 Sources from the Romanian media (Hotnews, Evenimentul Zilei etc.), March 2019. 
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 The Romanian Armed Forces suffered large amputations of 
personnel, military units and weapons destruction, without a serious 
political-military analysis of the risks and threats in our region.  

In 1989, there were 340,000 troops in the army, and the reserve 
consisted of 820,000 people capable of serving in the event of a crisis or 
war. 

Now, in 2019, there are 70,000 soldiers on paper, and in fact 60,000 
(politics does not want to fill the peacekeepers for unknown reasons) and 
only 80,000 people are in the reserve position. The point is that some and 
these ridiculous number of personnel (0.30% of the country’s population) 
seem too big. 

 The political factor (President, Parliament, Govern, Ministry of 
Defence), as well as the military represented by the General Staff of 
Defence, treated with disinterest and with great superficiality the real 
problems of the Army (personnel, training, weapon systems, living 
conditions, etc.). There have been long periods in which no one has spoken 
of the defence and, consequently, no reasonable and necessary efforts have 
been made to correct things. 

 Defence budgets have been on paper between 0.4% of GDP 
(Vacaroiu Government) and 2% of GDP for 2017 and 2018. In reality, the 
budget actually allocated did not exceed 0.9% -1.1% of GDP, without 
anyone seems disturbed (CSDC, Parliament, Government, Ministry of 
Defence, etc.).  

 As a result, the main procurement programs were cancelled in 
2017 and 2018 or sent in an uncertain future. No one is responsible for these 
anti-national offenses. 

 The indigenous industrial base for Defence has been planned to 
be destroyed, knowingly and badly, remaining small islands and marginal 
production entities, but these remains are left to die slowly and surely.  

 The so-called Continuous Reform of the Army was summed up 
to a single dimension - the destruction of many military units (some at the 

                                                                                                                        
18 Lieutenant General (R) Constantin Mincu, Ph.D., Îngrijorări actuale justificate pentru 
elita politică și militară a României, “Științe Militare” Magazine, no. 1/2019. 
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pressure of real estate “sharks” that have taken over the land ceded with 
political support) and the massive reduction of troops. 

 Marginally, new combat systems and equipment have been put in 
place and have no serious effects in strengthening the Defence. 

 Active and reserve militaries are attacked and insulted daily by 
some politicians. The start was given in 2010 and continues today. 

 The army’s top military functions (and other state institutions) 
are increasingly aggressive promoted obedient and politically supportive 
personnel instead of professionals and people who still believe in patriotism 
and moral values. 

 It has been obsessively repeated since 2002 that we no longer 
need large army because NATO defends us. Under the current 
circumstances, this idea is a great stupidity. NATO will defend us if we 
will be able to defend ourselves, even for a week. Recent statements by US 
President Donald Trump and other civilian and military officials from the 
American Administration should awaken to reality. So far there are no 
positive signs!? 

 Older or newer weapon systems and equipment are devoid of 
normal maintenance and repair work, rapidly approaching collapse. 
Reported reason - there is no money. 

 The main provisions of the “National Defence Strategy of the 
Country” are not followed systematically, with the pen in hand, to see what 
has been achieved and what is not (and who are the political and military 
officials who regard the document as a mere paper). 

 The “Country Guide for Defence Strategy” for the period 2015-
2019 remained a theoretical document, an essay, with no practical 
relevance. 

 Multiannual procurement plans are a myth, a legend, and have 
never worked. Each Government and each Defence Minister changes 
everything and takes it from scratch. Or it is known that a complex system 
of weapons or equipment cannot be achieved in one year. For some, 10-15 
years are needed, with rhythmical budget allocations, to the level required 
by plans and projects. No one wants to understand this simple reality, 
applicable to any serious army. 
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 The Romanian Armed Forces is as low as possible in important 
chapters for deterrence and reprisal, for example: new multirole combat 
aircraft, attack helicopters, anti-tank means, tanks and armoured carriers 
with increased capability of hit and survival in combat. The fighter’s 
equipment is outdated and far from modern standards. 

There would also be place for some other more suggestions and 
propositions: 

 Those responsible in the CSDC, the Parliament, the 
Government, the Ministry of National Defence and the Defence Staff to 
review their functioning laws and responsibilities in the job description and 
act accordingly. 

 The Defence Committees of the Senate and the Chamber of 
Deputies to stop mime the work and to take seriously the plans and analyses 
because the material is abundant. 

 General and Colonels at the head of the Armed Forces should 
leave aside timidity and obedience to the political leaders and take a more 
resolute stance on the vital issues of the defence of the country. I think time 
has no patience. 

 Chief of Defence Staff (whoever he is) to prepare and make a 
detailed and honest presentation on the “real state of the Armed Forces” 
in front of Parliament. If the current leaders of the two Chambers refuse (as 
is to be expected), the report can be made public, assuming responsibility 
for the institutional and personal consequences. 

In conclusion, we find data and information from various sources, 
that some of our neighbours are not sleeping, preparing themselves from the 
military point of view and not only for aggressive actions. 

Romania and the Romanian Armed Forces seem asleep in the 
project, striking the pitch on the spot, or even giving back. Nothing binds, 
nothing is built, and everything is about an embarrassing political noise. 
This is not how a country in a dangerous region can defend itself. 

Who has the power to understand the gravity of the situation 
and to move things out of the place!? 
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Abstract: The migratory phenomenon of the 1980s in Europe is 
characterized by political and economic changes in the East-West region, which 
led to the emigration of the populations from the former socialist states to the 
countries of Western Europe, economically developed countries. In this context, the 
developed countries have taken restrictive measures. Regarding the migration of 
the 1990s, the analysis reveals that the form of migration from this time is a labor 
force and temporary migration called "pendular" in the EU countries, the situation 
being different from previous migrations that were predominantly permanent 

With regard to the mobility of the Romanian labor force in the European 
Union, finding a job is the main cause of emigration. On this background, it is 
noted that men are particularly focused in the construction sector, while women 
find a job easier in domestic services. This situation exposes Romanians, especially 
men, to an increased risk of unemployment. 

Keywords: transnational networks, diaspora networks, pendular 
migration, brain drain, cross-border pendularism, migratory flows. 

 

Introduction:  
Following the political and economic changes of the late 1980s, 

East-West migration gained in Central and Eastern Europe. Given the 
magnitude of migration from the former socialist countries, the countries of 
Western Europe quickly reacted with restrictive measures. The most 
frequently cited reasons for the developed countries were the increase in 
unemployment and the level of social spending. The fundamentals of 
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migration policies are based mainly on traditionalist theories, which means - 
somewhat simplified - that income gaps are the main explanatory factor, the 
gaps between GDP or income per capita differences are generally used as an 
indicator. Often, theoretical considerations show that migration is a 
permanent or lasting phenomenon. In the case of the East-West migrations 
of the 1990s, analyzes converge to the idea that, in essence, labor migration 
and temporary migration or to use a newer term, which will be discussed in 
the pendular "work in EU countries, the situation being different from 
previous migrations, which were predominantly permanent. 

 
Contents: 
The economic benefits generated by emigration are, unfortunately, 

accompanied by a series of difficulties both in the host country and in 
Romania. 

Despite the problems raised in several EU Member States about 
housing and low incomes, the families of Romanian immigrants have 
mobilized to accelerate their integration process. 

The family character of Romanian immigration is confirmed by the 
high rate of minors among them. Thus, while at the level of the entire 
population of immigrants in the European Union this rate is on average 
17.8%, in some countries the percentage of Romanian immigrants under the 
age of 18 is between 20 and 25, respectively: 24.4 % in Belgium, 23.4% in 
Austria, 21.1% in France and 21.9% in Italy. Spain and Sweden, on the 
other hand, this rate is close to the European average (18.6% and 18.7% 
respectively), while in Hungary in Germany it is below average, 9.9% and 
13, 2%. 

Concerning this, Italian researcher Pietro Cingolani, referring to the 
anthropological aspects of transnational immigrant networks, notes that 
emigration, although effective in meeting economic needs, appears as a 
factor in fragmentation of family nuclei and family formation transnational, 
characterized by the separation of its members and situations of 
vulnerability, especially for the remaining partner in the country of origin, 
which risks seizing the temporary absence of the spouse as a definitive 
abandonment. 

Referring to the situation of minors in immigrant families, noting 
that social and educational discomfort sometimes affects children - the true 
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victims of the so-called "exodus of those who care for them", who suffer 
psycho-emotional and behavioral disorders, whose expressions are in fact 
translated, in most cases, through cognitive delays and school dropout. All 
these problems can continue after family reunification in the country where 
parents work. 

The search for a job was and remains for Romanians the main cause 
of emigration, the employment rate in different EU Member States being 
higher than the general average of immigrants. 

Men easily accept the heaviest tasks, especially in the construction 
sector, while women find a job easier in domestic services. This situation 
exposes Romanians, especially men, to an increased risk of unemployment. 

In an economically challenging period, one of the most common 
solutions to tackling job loss is creating your own business. According to 
Unioncamere, the Union of Italian Chambers of Commerce, 46,000 
Romanians have their own business in Italy, mainly small construction 
companies, which, although more exposed to economic change, may start an 
activity with a low initial capital, followed by those in the commerce sector. 
The funds transferred to Romania, which are essential for the subsistence of 
the family members remaining in the country, have not been exhausted, 
even in the most economically difficult years, being fed by the savings of 
employees and entrepreneurs who usually have resources more consistent.  

According to the World Bank estimates, Romanian workers have 
sent over 3.6 billion US dollars to the country. The value of these transfers 
has fallen due to economic difficulties, but also because the integration 
process in the country of residence has become more expensive: buying a 
home, educating children, etc. However, it should be recalled that the real 
value of the transfers is higher than the one recorded by the banking 
transactions, as many Romanians prefer to bring their own money, not by 
bank transfer, when they return to the country. 

An interesting case to be analyzed is immigration from Italy and 
Spain, Italy being, as I mentioned earlier, the EU Member State with the 
largest number of Romanians, a sufficiently emblematic case for its interest 
to go beyond national borders at the point where some analysts tried to 
compare this situation with that of Mexicans in the United States. The 
number of Romanians present in Italy grew progressively, in 1990 it was 
only 8,000 in 1999, 50,000 in 1999, and in 2002, the year of a large 
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immigrant settlement process of 240,000, outnumbered by Moroccan and 
Albanian immigrants.  

The abolition of the obligation to hold a residence visa for periods of 
less than three months in order to travel to the Schengen area in January 
2002 favored "unofficial" (ie "temporary") flows even in pendulum. Since 
2007, the year of Romania's accession to the European Union, the migration 
flows in Romania have increased due to the free movement of citizens and 
community workers, although, as I said earlier, it has been applied with 
some reservations. In 2013, the number of Romanians in Italy has reached 
almost one million people (to which between 100,000 and 200,000 
unregistered people in municipal statistics should be added). In a decade 
(2002-2011), according to the Italian National Institute of Statistics 
(ISTAT), the number of Romanian nationals leaving Italy was 84,403, out 
of which 33,762, deletions on the initiative of those concerned and 50,641 
wipings conducted by ISTAT.  

According to the same data, within 10 years, every Romanian who 
left Italy was replaced by ten who either entered Italy or were born in Italian 
territory by Romanian parents. The region with most Romanians is Lazio, 
with 200,000 registered people, meaning 20% of Romanians living in Italy. 
In other words, one in three inhabitants of the region is Romanian. There are 
Turin, Milan, Padova, Verona, Brescia, Treviso, Florence, Bologna and 
Perugia, where the number of Romanians is significant. 

The percentage of workers with a higher occupation is high among 
Romanians and among Poles, Ukrainians and Filipinos: 37.8% of Romanian 
workers occupy medium-skilled jobs (workers, craftsmen) and 30.8% 
unskilled jobs, while management, entrepreneurship and technician 
positions are only 4.6%, with employees in the trade and service sectors 
accounting for 26.8%. Italy is an interesting case, not only because of the 
numerical weight of the Romanians, but also because of the attitude of the 
Italians towards the Romanians, characterized by the role that has often 
been attributed to them as "scapegoats". Initially, as it has been seen in 
many countries of the European Union, public opinion has expressed its full 
satisfaction with the collapse of communist regimes. Then this feeling was 
replaced by the fear of a significant increase in the number of immigrants 
from the former Soviet bloc, in the context of a weak economic growth or 
even a recession in 2008. In the conditions of a degraded economic 
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situation, "it was necessary" to find guilty and, as happened in the past, for 
Moroccans and Albanians, the Romanians were, in their turn, accused not 
only of worsening an already difficult economic situation, but also of 
prejudice to society because of their behavior. 

In the collective mentality, the Romanians were associated with a 
"community of delinquents", without taking into account the observations of 
the informed analysts who, on the basis of crime statistics, highlighted the 
honest attitudes among the Romanian immigrants. The Romanians were 
thus the target of an incriminating prejudice, as was the case with the Italian 
migrants, both in Europe and beyond the Atlantic, as Gian Antonio Stella, 
documentarist, author of several papers on the issue of migration. At 
present, these negative feelings seem to have faded, and many Italians 
appreciate the work done by Romanian workers, stressing and expressing 
regret at the same time that within the European Union, including Italy, the 
xenophobic rhetoric at immigrants - including communities - perceived as 
the cause of all evils in Europe, are gaining more and more land. The 
phenomenon of rising migratory flows in Romania, and even saturation, 
manifested itself in other countries in Europe, which appeared to be more 
"welcoming" in terms of job offer and installation possibilities. One such 
case is Spain, where, since 2004-2005, the number of Romanians has been 
steadily rising, particularly in rural areas, which have recently been surplus, 
given that the local supply of activities stable was quite low. 

As the situation became critical, instead of a retreat, given the 
decline in the global profitability of this destination, some adaptations of 
migratory and mobility strategies have occurred. In this context, the long-
term establishment of new immigrants from Romania will be very difficult 
and less profitable, and jobs temporary and uncertain. 

Thus, the premises for the development of circulatory practices in 
Spain, which will be based on the "grid" of the space formed by the 
Romanian social networks, have been established. Since employment 
opportunities have been increasingly diversified (activities and spatial 
location), Romanians and families of Romanians will constantly travel 
between different regions of the country, changing jobs, from agriculture, to 
temporary tourism, at different times of the year, thus combining activities 
to maintain their earnings under migratory conditions. For this purpose, they 
have used their long experience in the "art of coping" both in the process of 
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migration, accumulated over the years in Romania and in Europe, but 
especially the many contacts they have in the migration networks, social 
networks created when leaving Romania, but which over the years and 
waves of temporary emigration will be dispersed and expanded. 

Starting with 2007, with the Romanians having access to the right to 
free movement in Europe, the migration of Romanians to Spain (which 
became the main destination country) alternated with periods of temporary 
activity in other countries, France, Great Britain or Greece, based on 
contacts created over the years and reorientations. Thus, punctual forms of 
unification of circular fields across the continent have been created. 

Pendular migration phenomena  
At one point, the situation of the Romanians was associated with the 

migration phenomenon, considered as a new (and desirable) form of 
international migration, used instead of the traditional terms of "emigration" 
and "coming back". These migratory movements (also called "circular") are 
today a form of non-institutionalized, short-term mobility that takes place 
for commercial, professional or business reasons, supported by large 
migrant networks (family, ethnic.  

This type of migration has the advantage of allowing the migrant to 
work, gain experience, save, and then use it in the home country, thus 
avoiding the increase in the number of immigrants staying in host countries. 
It should be recalled here that a form of pendulum migration has been 
practiced and institutionalized long ago as a seasonal migration and that this 
"new theory" has not only not yet been sufficiently confirmed by statistical 
data, as demonstrated by the gradual increase of Romanian migrants in the 
other EU Member States, but it has caused some blurring, even in the 
conceptual plan.  

More relevant indicator of "pendulity" could be, to a certain extent, 
the remarkable availability of this labor force to move and move to the host 
country's territory, depending on the needs of the labor market or the 
opportunities offered in terms of access to services or housing. But unusual 
is the "pendularity" of one Member State to another, although it is favored 
by the streamlining of legislation within the European Union 

An interesting radiography of the quantitative aspects regarding the 
Romanian citizens living temporarily abroad shows that the number of 
Romanians identified as temporary residents in Italy was 169,766, which 



 
 
 
 

ASPECTS ON THE DIMENSIONS AND DYNAMICS OF THE ROMANIAN LABOR 
FORCE ON THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 
45

represents almost half of the total of 385,729 Romanians living temporarily 
abroad. This confirms once again the persistence of a special relationship 
between Romania and Italy; in the other countries, the number of 
Romanians living temporarily was only 71,102 in Spain, 29,084 in 
Germany, 21,712 in France, 19,064 in the United Kingdom and 14,104 in 
Hungary. Obviously, these are only intra-Community flows. In any 
migratory experience, driven by needs and lived as a kind of exile, return is 
an ordinary perspective, but turns into a "myth" when conditions are not met 
for its actual realization.  

According to a survey conducted by the Italian Center for IDOS 
Studies and Research, returning to the country is a present perspective in the 
minds of the interviewed Romanians, but often postponed because they are 
linked to their jobs, social services and the entire network of human 
relations on who have established it. So, returning to the country becomes a 
deceptive "myth," because the emigrant, returning to a context of 
unemployment and marginalization, is soon forced to leave the country. 
Even those who intend to start a business are facing difficulties because of 
increased competition - including from foreign companies - of their limited 
capital and insufficient support from the state. Unlike those who, once 
returned, are forced to resume the emigration, pensioners or people close to 
retirement age manage to overcome that moment of professional 
impediment, because they enjoy the contribution that the old-age pension 
entitlements provide. 

On the other hand, the return of migrants to the country, especially 
of skilled migrants, through their social, human, scientific and economic 
capital, can help, if certain conditions are met, to develop the country. 
Indeed, that educated diaspora category can help strengthen the trade, 
intellectual and cultural exchanges between Romania and the rest of the 
world. So diaspora networks are becoming increasingly important actors in 
the development of communities of origin by financing projects and by 
supporting local initiatives. 

As we have already shown, the specialized economic literature on 
the consequences of qualified emigration has repeatedly highlighted the 
negative effects of the brain drain. This emigration has been perceived by 
some as a theft of the skilled labor force of the least developed countries. 
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Recently, however, some studies have shown that qualified migration is not 
just a scourge, but can be accompanied by a brain drain. 

However, a negative effect could probably materialize if a 
significant proportion of the population migrated or the level of education in 
the host country would fall. 

Regarding pendular migration, specialized studies suggest that it 
may have positive effects on family members and migrants' home 
community, quoting some developing countries such as Egypt and Tunisia, 
where migrant returns have increased level of investments. 

For some authors, such as Robert Lucas and Odet Stark, the intention 
to return to the country has the effect of increasing the funds directed to 
investing in fixed assets, such as buying houses, land or animals, and in so-
called public capital, how would be relations with the family and the home 
community. 

 
Conclusions: 
Most of the comments made following recent data analysis indicate 

that home-based economic development reduces migratory pressures, 
especially when labor-market tensions arise as a result of development. The 
effects of migration on the economic development of countries of origin 
vary according to context. These effects depend to a large extent on the 
nature and composition of migration, the economic environment in the 
countries of origin and migrant experiences acquired during their stay 
abroad.  

At the same time, in the great diversity of trans-European migration 
phenomena, we have seen that it is possible to distinguish: the movements 
of the repatriated people (repatriations) that have existed, but whose 
magnitude and concentration over short periods were significant after 1989, 
asylum seekers, an older phenomenon , but which tends to accentuate or 
change (the labor system of migrants) and new phenomena that have made 
their presence felt in the West but which existed in the East (migratory 
movements).  

All the social categories of the companies in the countries of origin 
are involved in this new mobility. Indeed, migrants are growing in the urban 
area, and they are qualified, and the share of women is very important, 
largely exceeding the number of men in the majority of cases. As mentioned 
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above, labor migration analyzes are often brief, due to insufficient, even 
non-existent statistical data.  

The most complex statistics are those about job seekers because, as 
we have seen, entry into the territory of a country is always limited or at 
least controlled. On the other hand, it is much more difficult to obtain data 
on labor migration, as governments do not consider it essential to control 
exit from the country for financial reasons. 

Regarding the Romanian labor migration, the analysis presented in 
the pages of the paper makes it possible to draw conclusions to answer the 
general question of the existence of a visible relationship between the 
internal labor market and migration and, at the same time, to remove some 
traditionalist hypotheses by the phenomenon of migration.  There is no 
direct link between unemployment and work abroad. Most Romanian 
migrants looking for a job abroad do not necessarily come from localities 
with a high unemployment rate. Studies have shown that the number of 
immigrants originating in more developed areas of the country would be 
even higher than those with a lower level. It can also be said that there are 
two types of relations between the labor mobility of the country and the 
work abroad studied the "pendularity" as an important means of adapting to 
the labor market. In this context, there seems to be a relationship between 
this form of "shuttle" and migration abroad, being perceived mainly as a 
complementary possibility. In fact, this form of pendulum migration 
diminishes the probability of definitive migration.  In the case of cross-
border "pendularism", it should be noted that this phenomenon has so far 
been unilateral, for example from Romania to Germany, it must be 
acknowledged that the actors of the same regional labor market are cross-
border or domestic "commuters" . At the same time, the role of social 
relations, which was often mentioned in specialized papers as another 
reason, after the economic ones, was also demonstrated. For example, there 
is an obvious report that determines migration between the percentage of the 
German minority in a locality and that of its active inhabitants who will go 
to work abroad. 
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Abstract: 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is a political-military 

alliance that formed in 1949, through the North Atlantic Treaty, signed in 
Washington on April 4, 1949 and comprises 29 states from Europe and North 
America. 

The Warsaw Pact or the Warsaw Treaty, officially called the "Treaty of 
Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance", was established as a military 
alliance of the countries of Eastern Europe and the Eastern Bloc as a response to 
the creation of NATO's alliance, signed in Warsaw on 14 May 1955, comprised 8 
states and was dissolved at the meeting in Prague on 1 July 1991. 

After the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991, former opponents - Russia 
and NATO - were forced to find new forms of coexistence in a totally different 
security environment than the previous one. This has prompted both sides to 
cooperate in various forums, partnerships, councils, programs, contacts, summits 
and academic exchanges. 

Over the last decade, NATO-Russia relations have been a significant part 
of European security policy even though the "special" and sometimes controversial 
relationship between the two entities has evolved much including many activities in 
various areas of cooperation. 

Keywords: NATO, Russia, North Atlantic Cooperation Council, NATO-
Russia Council, Partnership for Peace, security, controversies. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The idea that the NATO-Russia relationship began to develop 

officially after 1991 is justified by a series of important historical events that 
have contributed to the founding of this relationship. 
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The disintegration of the Soviet Union and the dissolution of the 
Warsaw Pact, along with the change in NATO's policy regarding relations 
with formerly irreconcilable enemies, are just a few of these events. 

Relations began after the end of the Cold War, when Russia joined 
the North Atlantic Cooperation Council (1991). This forum of dialogue was 
resumed in 1997 by the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council, which brings 
together all allies and partner countries in the Euro-Atlantic area. 

After the Soviet Union was dismantled in 1991, opponents of the 
past were forced to find new forms of coexistence in a totally different 
security environment. This has led both sides to cooperate in various 
forums, such as the North Atlantic Cooperation Council1, the Partnership for 
Peace2, and also in other frameworks of the "special relationship" between 
the two entities. 

Practical cooperation began after Russia joined the Partnership for 
Peace program (1994) and deployed peacekeeping missions in support of 
NATO-led operations in the Western Balkans in the late 1990s. 

The NATO-Russia Founding Act of 1997 provided the official basis 
for bilateral relations. 

Dialogue and cooperation were strengthened in 2002 with the 
establishment of the NATO-Russia Council (NRC)3, to serve as a forum for 
consulting current security issues and to direct practical co-operation across 
a wide range of areas. 

                                                
1 In 1991, after the end of the Cold War, NATO created the North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council (NACC) as a means of developing relations with the Warsaw Pact countries and 
those that were born through the disappearance of the Soviet Union. The North Atlantic 
Cooperation Council was created in December 1991 as a special organism of consultations 
on security and stability issues in Europe. 
[https://www.nato.int/docu/review/2007/issue2/romanian/art5.html], 
[https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_69344.htm]. 
2 The Partnership for Peace (PfP) program, inaugurated in 1994, included several partners 
and a broad range of defense cooperation, including interoperability and defense reform. 
Yet, program membership and new policy areas applied by the PfP were not in full 
agreement with the more limited initial approach of the North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council. [http://www.mfa.gov.md/nato-md/parteneriatul-pentru-pace/], 
[https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_50349.htm]. 
3 [https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_50091.htm],  
  [https://www.nato.int/docu/review/2007/issue2/romanian/analysis1.html]. 
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Romania had the chance to become a member of NATO 15 years 
ago (March 29, 2004). From this point on, the qualitative risk assessment 
has acquired other values (see qualitative risk equation)4. 

Russia's disproportionate military action in Georgia in August 2008 
led to the suspension of the official NRC meetings and cooperation in some 
areas by the spring of 2009. The Allies continue to call on Russia to reverse 
the recognition of the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia as 
independent states. 

The entire civilian and military cooperation undertaken within the 
NRC with Russia was suspended from April 2014, in response to Russia's 
military intervention and aggressive actions in Ukraine, as well as its illegal 
occupation and the annexation of Crimea, condemned by allies in the 
strongest terms.  

However, the political and military communication channels have 
remained open to exchange information on worrying issues, to reduce 
misunderstandings and increase predictability. 

The "Ukraine" case includes provocative military activities near 
NATO borders ranging from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea; irresponsible 
and aggressive nuclear rhetoric, military posture and basic posture; the risks 
involved in its military intervention and the support of the Syrian regime; 
the attack by the Russian agent in the United Kingdom in March 2018 - a 
clear violation of international standards. 

On 1 February 2019, the North Atlantic Council issued a statement 
in support of the United States' decision to suspend its obligations under the 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF)5 Treaty in response to Russia's serious 
violation of the treaty. Russia continued to deny the INF infringement, 
refused to provide a credible response, and did not take steps to return to full 
and verifiable compliance with the treaty. 

NATO reacted to this changed security environment by 
strengthening its deterrence and defense position, while remaining open to 
dialogue. The Alliance did not seek the confrontation and did not pose a 

                                                
4 G.Boaru, M. Răducu, V. Păun, Managentul riscurilor în acțiunile militare, Editura 
Academiei de Înalte Studii Militare, București, 2003, pp.19-21. 

5 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF), [https://www.state.gov/t/avc/trty/102360.htm], 
[https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/INFtreaty]. 
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threat to Russia. Jens Stoltenberg said: "We do not want a new cold war 
with Russia"6. 

THE EVOLUTION OF NATO-RUSSIA RELATIONS 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (abbreviated NATO in English 

and OTAN in French and Spanish) 
The NATO emblem was adopted by the North Atlantic Council as the 

symbol of the North Atlantic Council in October 1953. The circle is the 
symbol of unity and cooperation, and the sign of the compass suggests the 
common path to peace which the 16 member countries committed 
themselves at that time. 

 
                NATO logo                                  NATO Flag                      

 

Leadership: 
NATO Secretary General -                 NATO Military Committee Chairman - 
        Jens Stoltenberg                                    Marshal Sir Stuart Peach  

                             
                                       
Official languages: English, French; Website: nato.int 

                                                
6 DW's Zhanna Nemtsova interview NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg; 
(DW=Deutsche Welle); 
 [https://www.dw.com/en/what-is-theinf-nuclear-treaty/a-45981536]. 
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NATO has 29 member countries that were received in seven steps 
as follows: In 1949, 12 countries were included as founding members:  

 Belgium;  Canada;  Denmark;  United States;   France; 
 Iceland;  Italy;  Luxembourg;  Norway;  Netherlands; 
 Portugal;    UK; In 1952 :   Greece;  Turkey; In 1955: 
 Germany; In 1982:  Spain; In 1999:  Hungary; Poland; 
 Czech Republic;  In 2004:  Bulgaria;  Slovakia;   Slovenia; 
 Estonia;  Latvia;  Lithuania;  Romania; In 2009:  Croatia; 
 Albania; In 2017:  Montenegro. 

 
NATO CENTER: 
The first NATO headquarters was installed in London in 1949, then 

moved to Paris in 1952 and finally to Brussels in 1967. The recent location 
was released as official after all about 4,000 employees and 2,000 members 
of foreign delegations moved into the new modern building that was built 
just opposite the former headquarters.     

 

 
The historic headquarters of NATO on the periphery of Brussels 

will become, starting with the academic year 2019-2020, a new center of the 
European College's network, an educational institution which encompasses 
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in particular the children of the employees on the European Union 
institutions. 

The Warsaw Pact (The Warsaw Treaty), officially called the 
"Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance", was a 
military alliance of the "Eastern Europe" and "Eastern Bloc" countries that 
wanted to defend themselves against the threat they perceived from the 
NATO's alliance (which was founded in 1949). 

The creation of the Warsaw Pact was hurried by the integration into 
NATO of West Germany, "remilitarized" by the ratification by the Western 
countries of the London and Paris Agreements. The Warsaw Treaty was 
initiated by Nikita Khrushchev in 1955 and was signed in Warsaw on May 
14, 1955. 

The Covenant ceased to exist on 3 March 1991 and was formally 
dissolved at the meeting in Prague on 1 July 1991. 

 
          

Warsaw Pact – emblem: 
Союз Мира и Социализма = Union of Peace and 

Socialism 
 

 
 
Members of the Warsaw Treaty (8) in period: 1955-1968   

 Albanian People's Republic; 1955-1991:  Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic;  The Polish People's Republic;  The German Democratic 
Republic;  Romanian People's Republic / Socialist Republic of Romania; 

 The Hungarian People's Republic;  The People's Republic of 
Bulgaria;  Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Chronological references of NATO-Russia cooperation  
• 1991: Russia joins the North Atlantic Cooperation Council (later 

renamed the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council), created as a forum for 
consultation with the Central and Eastern European countries since the end 
of the Cold War; The Soviet Union is dissolved effectively at the inaugural 
meeting of this organization;   

• 1994: Russia joins the Partnership for Peace (PfP); 
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• 1996: Russian soldiers carry out their forces within the NATO-led 
peacekeeping force in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Memorandum of 
Understanding on Civil Emergency Cooperation is signed; 

• 1997: At the summit in Paris, Russian leaders and allies sign the 
NATO-Russia Founding Act on mutual relations, cooperation and security, 
and set up the Joint Permanent Council (JPC) or the Permanent Joint 
Council (PJC); 

• 1998: Russia sets up a diplomatic mission at NATO. The 
Memorandum of Understanding on Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation is signed; 
 • 1999: Russia suspends participation in JPC for several months due 
to NATO's air campaign in Kosovo. Russian peacekeepers deploy their 
forces as well as part of NATO-led peacekeeping force in Kosovo; 

• 2000: Vladimir Putin becomes president of Russia and says he will 
work to rebuild relations with NATO in a "spirit of pragmatism." Greater 
cooperation takes place in the JPC, following a meeting between NATO and 
the Russian Foreign Minister to Florence. Kursk nuclear submarine sinks, 
highlighting the need for NATO-Russia cooperation; 

• 2001: The NATO Information Office opens in Moscow. President 
Putin is the first world leader to summon the US president after the 
September 11 terrorist attacks and underlines the need for concerted 
international action to address terrorism and other new security threats. 
Russia opens its airspace within the international coalition campaign in 
Afghanistan and provides relevant information; 
 • 2002: May 28, 2002 - A new NATO-Russia relationship: First 
NATO-Russia Council (NRC) meeting in Rome, Italy; 
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• The first high-level conference on the role of the armed forces in 
the fight against terrorism is organized in Rome; 

• NATO opens a military liaison mission to Moscow; 
• At the Rome Summit, leaders from Russia and the Allies sign a 

declaration on "NATO-Russia Relations: A New Quality" and establish the 
NATO-Russia Council (NRC) to replace the JPC (Joint Permanent 
Council); 

• The NRC brings allied states and Russia together as equal partners 
in this forum for dialogue, cooperation and development of the relationship 
between NATO and Russia; 

• A NATO-Russia Resettlement Center is open to facilitate the 
release of Russian military personnel and their return to civilian life; 

• Russia organizes in Noginsk a multinational disaster response 
exercise; 

• A second level conference on the role of the armed forces in the 
fight against terrorism is organized in Moscow. 

• 2003: 
• NATO and Russia sign an agreement on the rescue of submarine 

crews; 
• A CNR meeting is held for the first time in Moscow; 
• Russian troops are withdrawing from the NATO-led peacekeeping 

forces in the Balkans. 
• 2004: 
• NATO Secretary General is trying to implement a new Hotline 

with the Russian Defense Minister; 
• The first exercise of the missile defense command station with a 

radius of up to 3500 km of CNR takes place in Colorado Springs, United 
States; 

• Russian military liaison offices are established based on 
agreements in the NATO's strategic command center; 

• Russia organizes a multinational disaster response exercise in 
Kaliningrad; 

• At the CNR meeting of Foreign Affairs Ministers in Istanbul, 
Russia offers to contribute a maritime vessel to the NATO Sea Operations 
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Combating Terrorism in the Mediterranean, Active Endeavor Operation 
(AEO); 

• Observers from the CNR states are invited to attend the Russian 
field exercise in response to the accidents caused by nuclear weapons near 
Murmansk; 

• The first interoperability courses are organized in the Moscow 
military academies; 

• Following terrorist attacks in Russia, the CNR Foreign Affairs 
Ministers approve a CNR's Full Action Plan on Terrorism; 

• NATO and Russia exchange letters, setting out procedures to pave 
the way for Russia to support Active Endeavor Operation; 

• The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the CNR issue a statement on 
the holding of the presidential elections in Ukraine. 

• 2005: 
• The second exercise of the missile defense command station with a 

radius of up to 3500 km of CNR takes place in the Netherlands; 
• Russia signs the PfP (Partnership for Peace) status agreement; 
• The CNR Defense Ministers promote the "Political-Military 

Guide" aimed at developing, over time, the interoperability between Russia 
and the Allied Forces at strategic, operational and tactical command levels; 

• Russia participates in NATO's major exercises, by sea, for search 
and rescue mission Sorbet Royal; 

• A team from the UK helps rescue Russian sailors trapped on a 
submarine on the shore of Kamchatka; 

• Observers from the CNR states are invited to attend the field 
exercise, in response to the nuclear weapons accidents, organized by the 
United Kingdom in Edinburgh; 

• Russian Teachers and Trainers at the Academy of General Staff 
teach the first Interoperability courses at the Oberammergau NATO School; 

• CNR launches its first pilot project on the fight against narcotics 
for Afghanistan and Central Asia personnel. 

• 2006: 
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• The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the NRC assembled in Sofia 
agree on a set of priorities and recommendations in order to guide the future 
work of the NRC; 

• NRC observers are invited to attend the field exercise, in response 
to accidents caused by nuclear weapons, organized by the US in Wyoming; 

• The third exercise of the missile defense command station with a 
radius of up to 3500 km of NRC takes place in Moscow; 

• An Exceptional Civil Exercise is organized at Montelibretti, Italy; 
• The first Russian frigate is moving to the Mediterranean to support 

Active Endeavor Operation. 
• 2007: 
• Observers from Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) countries 

are invited to examine the nuclear weapon response in an exercise in 
France; 

• The Russian Parliament ratifies the status of the peace partnership 
agreement; 

• The tenth anniversary of the Founding Act and the 5th anniversary 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission; 

• The second Russian frigate is deployed with Active Assistance of 
the of the Active Effort Operation.  

• 2008: 
• A computer exercise takes place in Germany within the framework 

of the ballistic missile defense project with a radius of up to 3500 km; 
• To support NATO's leadership in the "Force of Assistance and 

International Security operation in Afghanistan", Russia provides transit to 
FASI taxpayers; 

• Russia takes part in a major NATO search and rescue mission 
called the Bold Monarch; 

• As a result of Russia's disproportionate military actions in Georgia 
in early August 2008, the NRC's official meetings and cooperation in some 
areas are suspended. Cooperation continues in key areas of common 
interest, such as the fight against drugs and terrorism; 

• NATO Foreign Ministers, who meet in December, agree to address 
  gradually and carefully the re-engagement with Russia.  
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• 2009: 
• Foreign Ministers decide to resume formal reunions and practical 

cooperation within the NRC at the meeting held in March; 
• In December, at the first formal NRC reunion that toakes place 

after the crisis in Georgia, foreign ministers are taking steps to reinvigorate 
the NRC's cooperation and agree to launch a joint review of the common 
security challenges of the 21st century. 

2010: 
• In June, the NRC gather for the first time in a political consultative 

format in Rome for 2 days without publicly announcing the exchange of 
views on how to make NRC a much more substantial forum; 

• In July, NATO Military Committee Chief Admiral Giampaolo Di 
Paola visits Moscow to discuss (as from one military man to another) with 
Chief of Staff of the Russian Armed Forces-Army General Nikolai Makarov 
and his staff on the implementation of NRC's cooperation; 

• In September, the CRN Foreign Ministers are reunited in New 
York to design the way forward for relations and cooperation; 

• At the beginning of November, NATO Secretary General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen visits Russia to meet with President Dmitry Medvedev and 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and to prepare for the Lisbon high-level 
meeting; 

• At the summit in Lisbon, the leaders of the NRC promise to "strive 
for a true strategic and modernized partnership". They endorse a joint 
review of security challenges in the 21st century and agree to resume 
cooperation in the field of defense against ballistic missiles with an action 
range up to 3,500 km, as well as to develop a joint analysis of the future 
framework for wider cooperation for defense against the missiles. They also 
accept a number of initiatives to help stabilize the situation in Afghanistan 
and across the region. 

• 2011: 
• In April, Foreign Ministers meet in Berlin to discuss the situation 

in Libya and Afghanistan, as well as on the ongoing work on shaping the 
future framework for cooperation between Russia and NATO on missile 
defense. They launch a NRC maintenance fund helicopter to support the 
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helicopter fleet of Afghan security forces, and also approve an updated 
action plan by the NRC on terrorism; 

• In May, the Glossary for Cooperation containing over 7,000 
accepted terms in Russian and English is launched and covers virtually all 
the core areas of political and military cooperation between NATO and 
Russia; 

• In June, for the first time in three years, NRC Ministers of Defense 
meet in Brussels to discuss a wide range of defense issues; a Russian 
submarine actively taking part in the NATO "Bold Monarch 2011" exercise, 
joint exercise "Vigilant Skies 2011" demonstrates the operational 
preparation of the NRC Air Cooperative Initiative; a NRC conference on 
Critical Infrastructure Protection is held in Turkey; NATO and Russia are 
taking part in a top-level exercise on the incident scenario of a nuclear 
weapon; 

• In July, the NRC meet at Sochi, in Russia, at the invitation of the 
Russian authorities, and there is also a meeting with Russian President 
Medvedev. The NRC ambassadors reiterate their commitment to continued 
cooperation in the field of missile defense, as well as in other security areas 
of common interest; 

• In October a seminar on national nuclear doctrines and strategies 
takes place in Germany; 
• In December, the NRC Ministers of Foreign Affairs meet in 

Brussels to discuss international security issues and NRC practical 
cooperation including Afghanistan, combating piracy and combating 
terrorism. They approve the NRC 2012 Work Program and announce that 
the Airspace Cooperation Initiative is ready to undertake operations.  

• 2012: 
• In January, Gen. Nikolai Makarov, the Russian Chief of General 

Staff, visit the Allied Command for Operations in Mons, Belgium;  
• In March, the fifth computer-assisted drill is taking place in 

Germany on anti-missile defense in theater (TMD); a first American 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (ANRC) on counter-terrorism. A higher 
civilian-military exercise is organized at NATO Headquarters; 
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• In April, the first training course for Afghan Air Force helicopter 
maintenance personnel is under way in Novosibirsk. The Foreign Ministers 
of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission meet in Brussels to discuss the 
practical cooperation of the NRC; 

• In May, Deputy Secretary General of NATO, Ambassador 
Alexander Vershbow attends a missile defense conference organized by the 
Russian Defense Ministry. 

• Russia sends a special representative to attend the extended ISAF 
meeting The International Security Assistance Force held at the Chicago 
Summit; 

• In May the 15th anniversary of the Founding Act takes place and 
10 years since the founding of the NRC; 

• In June, high-ranking representatives from the countries involved 
in the NRC anti-drug initiative meet in Tashkent, in Uzbekistan, to record 
the next course of the project; 

• In November, a simulated exercise on the computer tests the NRC 
Airspace Cooperation Initiative (ACI) and the Information Exchange 
System (IES); 

• In December, the NRC Foreign Ministers agree to step up 
cooperation in the most important areas of the NRC work program for 2013. 
Also, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Military Committee 
Chairman General Knud Bartels visits Russia to support military 
cooperation and to create a common understanding of issues of strategic 
interest with General Valeri Gerasimov, the Russian Army Chief of General 
Staff. 

• 2013: 
• In February 2013, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 

Rasmussen meets Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov at the NATO 
headquarters to discuss the implementation of the NRC work program as 
well as ways to improve NATO – Russia’s talks in the field of missile 
defense; 

• In April, the NRC Foreign Ministers agree to launch the second 
phase of the NRC Fund project for helicopter retention in Afghanistan and 
to discuss cooperation plans in other areas in 2013; they also exchange 
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views on progress in the NATO - led Afghanistan mission and on other 
regional and global security issues including Syria, North Korea and anti-
missile defense; 

• In June, technology for real-time detection of explosives is 
successfully tested live in a metro station in a major European city, marking 
the completion of the development and testing phase of the stand-off 
detection of explosives (STANDEX ); 

• In September, under the Airspace Cooperation Initiative, a live-
action counter-terrorism exercise takes place in the sky across Poland, 
Russia and Turkey involving combat planes, military personnel and Arctic-
Black Sea command centers; 

• In October, NRC defense ministers exchange views on emerging 
international agenda issues, including Syria, transparency on military 
exercises, and discuss ways to expand practical cooperation, including plans 
to work together to dispose of excess ammunition in Russia, possibly 
through a new NRC Fund Trust project; 

• Prior to this month, NATO "Standing NATO Mine 
Countermeasures Group" visits the St. Petersburg port - the program 
includes a tour of the ship and a press conference for Russian journalists, a 
friendly football match between Russian sailors and Polish descendants and 
common maritime training activities with Estonian vessels. 

• 2014: 
• In March, NATO condemns the Russian military invasion of the 

Crimea and expresses its deep concern about the Russian Parliament's 
authorization to use the armed forces of the Russian Federation on 
Ukrainian territory; 

• In March, NATO claims that the so-called referendum that took 
place on 16 March in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in Ukraine was 
both illegal and illegitimate. The referendum violated the Constitution of 
Ukraine and international law, and the allies do not recognize the results; 

• In April, NATO foreign ministers urge Russia to take immediate 
action to return to a policy of respect for international law and its 
international obligations and responsibilities, and to immediately engage in 
a genuine discussion on a political and diplomatic solution that would 
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respect international law and the internationally recognized borders of the 
Ukraine; 

• In April, NATO foreign ministers decide to suspend practically all 
civilian and military cooperation between NATO and Russia; 

• In June, NATO foreign ministers agree to maintain the suspension 
of civilian and military practical cooperation with Russia. Any decision to 
resume cooperation will be conditional; 

• In September at Wales Summit (2014), NATO leaders demand that 
Russia stop and withdraw its forces from Ukraine and across the border. 
They express their deep concern that the violence and insecurity in the 
region, caused by Russia and the Russian separatists, lead to a worsening of 
people's situation and material destructions in eastern Ukraine; 

• However, in March 2014, in response to Russia's aggressive actions 
against Ukraine, NATO suspends practical cooperation with Russia. At the 
same time, NATO opens channels of communication with Russia. The 
NATO-Russia Council has met seven times since April 2016; 

• The Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General of NATO 
also regularly engage with their Russian counterparts. "We are not looking 
for confrontations, but we cannot ignore Russia’s violation of international 
rules"; 

• As a result of Russia's aggression against Ukraine, the Allied 
foreign ministers decided on 1 April 2014 to suspend all practical, civil and 
military cooperation between NATO and Russia within the NRC, under the 
aegis of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) and the Partnership 
for Peace (PfP). Political dialogue can only be performed at the 
ambassadorial level and above it, as required. Any decision to resume 
cooperation is based on compliance with certain conditions; 

• Allied and Heads of State reconfirm this decision at the NATO 
Summit in Wales on September 3-4, 2014 and Warsaw on 8-9 July 2016. 
Also at the Summit in Warsaw, the Allied leaders decide that, at the same 
time with the strengthening of the deterrent and defense posture, NATO 
would be open to a regular, focused and consistent dialogue with a willing 
Russia to engage in such dialogue based on reciprocity within the NATO-
Russia Council. The goal is to avoid misunderstandings, misinterpretations 
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and unintentional escalation, and increase transparency and predictability. 
This dialogue takes place through regular NRC meetings at ambassadorial 
level. 

• In 2017, in response to a request from the government of the 
Republic of Moldova, NATO opens a NATO Liaison Office (NLO) in 
Chisinau. 

• NLO has a small diplomatic mission, uses civilian personnel and is 
geared towards strengthening practical cooperation, supporting reforms and 
increasing transparency and dialogue. NLO from Chisinau follows the 
model of similar NATO offices in Georgia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Russia and 
the United Nations in New York, USA. 

• In the case of Moldova, this cooperation program is called the 
Individual Action Plan for Partnership (IAPP). 

• The first IAPP of the Republic of Moldova with NATO was agreed 
on in 2006 and was later updated every few years to stay current and 
adapted to the needs of the Republic of Moldova. IAPP allows the Republic 
of Moldova to identify areas in which it wishes to cooperate with NATO. 

Since the suspension of allied cooperation with Russia, the NATO-
Russia Council has reunited 7 times (the last time on 31 May 2018) and 
addressed issues such as the security situation in Ukraine, military 
transparency and risk reduction as well as the Afghanistan`s situation. 

It also continues - on an occasional basis - military dialogue at 
strategic level, NATO-Russia military communication lines being prepared 
to prevent the escalation of potentially dangerous situations. 

NATO maintains its united position on Russia, on the level of 
substantive and high-level political dialogue (ambassadorial or superior), in 
parallel with strengthening allied defense and deterrence. 

 
Conclusions 
The great challenge for both the Alliance and Russia as the successor 

to the USSR was to realize that there is no way to return to the old 
relationships in the decades of confrontation, but a historic necessity to find 
a form of coexistence in the new environment of security. Therefore, in 
those circumstances, the only solution was to build a relationship starting 



 
 
 
 
 
Colonel (Ret) Professor Gheorghe BOARU, PhD 

 
66

from the existing state and looking towards the future with confidence 
instead of analyzing the past. 

The history of the NATO-Russia partnership demonstrates that this 
was not an easy one, some stereotypes of the Cold War era still present in 
the minds of many people. Chronologically speaking, the NATO-Russia 
relationship has recorded many periods of ups and downs and numerous 
controversies. To understand the nature of the complexity of the inherited 
difficulties and their possible impact on the current situation, the NATO-
Russia relationship must only be seen in a historic context. 
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MOTTO: I believe that any domain that humans move into will be 
subject to conflict… conflict will move into space, General JOHN HYTEN 

 
Abstract: For a long period of time, usage of outer space for humankind 

was limited to observing outer space constellations, navigation and prediction of 
meteorological phenomena. Currently our purpose has growing concerns either in 
the peaceful exploration of outer space or for military conquest or resources 
exploitation of its by developing spatial resilient networks with a wide variety in 
terms of the use of advanced technologies that are into continuous development.  

Worldwide, there are some states (US, Russia, China and more recently 
India) and organizations (UN, NATO, EU, ITU), which act as the important 
players in the outer space concern matters with high interest both in development 
complexes space infrastructure and by implementing sustainable policies, in order 
to explore peaceful outer space, protecting it, ensuring efficiency with fairness 
resources, space debris management, space security and control of military 
capabilities in outer space.  

Since space is the prerogative of advanced technologies, its development 
entails development of other components of technical-economic and human society. 
Today, usage of complex space systems can be considered acting like a gate in 
order to improve actual purpose by implementing projects such as space 
situational awareness /terrestrial or extraterrestrial, telecommunications, imagery, 
security, Earth observation, meteorological and geoclimatic changes, or for the 
future by exploring other planets, the establishment of colonies, exploitation of 
extraterrestrial bodies, developing new technologies and even space tourism.  

Taking into consideration cost-benefit, regional geopolitical environment, 
Euro-Atlantic membership, reducing dependency on space providers services and 
complexity of owning a space system, Romania is developing in the short and 
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medium term a project of National Satellite aiming at achieving military, 
government and civilian objectives. 

Keywords: outer space, peaceful exploration of outer space, conquest of 
outer space, militarization of outer space, resilience, UN, UNOOSA, ITU, space 
debris, space law, Romania's satellite project. 

 

I. Space, Cosmos, Universe – are subjects that represent controver-

sial topics for researchers and beyond, ranging from mysticism to complex 
definitions. Outer space is an infinite territory for the mankind, but in spite 
of this man seeks to explore it and why not to conquer or to exploit it. 

Over time, several science and methods of space analysis were 
invented: from observations of the sky (astronomy) to those in outer space 
adjacent to our planet or even the exploration of celestial bodies, or by 
people (such as the example of the moon, or in the near future exploiting the 
resources on asteroids), either using satellites and robots. 

Over the time as the space field evolved from empirical to concrete, 
from simple to complex, from Conrad Haas, Isaac Newton and William 
Moore to Hermann Oberth, Wernher von Braun and Sergei Korolev, from 
the sniper observation devices and sextant to the missiles, constellations of 
satellites, orbital stations, space forces and why not space mining or space 
tourism, space exploration was a dream of mankind that became possible in 
the second part of the twentieth century, according with the evolution of 
propulsion elements, missile development, aviation, telecommunications, 
electronics and research projects.  

Although the chronology of recent space events is well-known, as a 
eulogy of the evolution of this area, we emphatically point out the most 
important events. Thus, space flights begin with SPUTNIK1 on October 4, 
1957, followed in the same year by Sputnik 2, when the puppet "Laika" was 
sent to space she became the first being on Earth ever to reach space. After 
this event, the first flight of man in space was executed by Russian major 
Yuri Gagarin on 12 April 1961, the duration of the flight being 108 minutes. 
On July 20, 1969, US Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin in the Apollo 11 
mission card, became the first people to step on the moon, the Earth's 
natural satellite. The only Romanian who has, till now, flown to outer space 
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was the retired lieutenant-general Dumitru Prunariu, who participated in the 
year 1981, in the mission of Soyuz 40 under the space program named 
"Intercosmos", spending a period of 7 days, 20 hours and 42 minutes in 
space. 

The outer space is considered an endless expanse beyond the Earth's 
atmosphere, with a consistency and rules of composition and operation 
totally different from the laws of physics on Earth, with the following 
regions: Geospace, Interplanetary, Interstellar and Intergalactic1. 

Space may be consider the "Last Frontier", which man 
continuously explores to ensure its survival as a species, in the face of 
possible immediate dangers that can threaten our planet, such as global 
warming, resource consumptions in the context of overpopulation of the 
planet, but also of cosmic threats, such as gamma ray bursts, impact with 
asteroids or comets, and ultimately but most important in our opinion the 
death of the sun considered nuclear reactor that secures the energy of our 
solar system. 

In addition, outer space can also represent a future theatre of 
confrontations between countries or changing organizations to ensure 
informational and rational supremacy, as well as testing technical 
capabilities in the field of advanced technologies. The emergence of outer 
space, by interacting with terrestrial space (earth, air and water) and 
cyberspace (cyber), requires the multi-domain implementation of state-of-
the-art technologies in relation to growing needs at the changing level 
information, resources, propulsion solutions, multimedia technologies and 
weapon systems. New threats to commercial and military areas in space are 
emerging by increasing digital connectivity in all environments, business, 
governmental and military areas that are most often vulnerable, so during 
the conduct of conflicts, attacks on defense, governmental and civilian 
critical infrastructures must be anticipated and protected2. 

Globally, there are a number of states (USA, Russia, China and more 
recently India) and organizations (UN, NATO, EU, ITU), which as large 
players in the outer space market are dealing with high-interest space 

                                                
1 https://universulsispatiulcosmic.weebly.com/spatiul-cosmic.html  
2 US NATIONAL DEFENSE STRATEGY 2018 – summary 
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through the development of complex space infrastructures, and by 
implementing sustainable policies, with a view to the peaceful exploration 
of space, its protection, ensuring efficient use, with equidistant spatial 
resources, the management of space debris, the security of the space (Space 
Situational Awareness,  Space Traffic Management and Space Weather) and 
full control of military capabilities in outer space environment. 

At the global level, the United Nations (UN) organization through 
the UN Office for Space Affairs UNOOSA (Figure No. 1), pays particular 
attention to spatial activities undertaken by states and international 
organizations, in order to ensure that these activities are used in a peaceful 
way and the whole benefit of mankind. In this respect, at the organization 
level, a number of international instruments of a universal nature were 
developed and adopted, regulating the activity in space, which led to the 
development of a new area, that of international public law- international 
space law, the most significant are3: 

 1967 - Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in 
the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other 
celestial bodies – Outer Space Treaty4;  

 1968 - Agreement on the rescue of astronauts, the return of 
astronauts and the return of objects launched into outer space5; 

 1972 - Convention on international liability for damage caused by 
space objects6; 

 1976 - Convention on registration of objects launched into outer 
space7;  

 1979 - Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon 
and other celestial bodies8. 

                                                
3 http://www2.rosa.ro/index.php/ro/cooperare/108-onu/449-onu, https://www.unov.org/-
unov/en/unoosa.html and http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/oosadoc/data/documents/2019/aac.-
105c.2l/aac.105c.2l.310_0.html  
4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 610, Nr. 8843 
5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 672, Nr. 9574 
6 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 961, Nr. 13810 
7 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1023, Nr. 15020 
8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1363, Nr. 23002  
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Figure no. 1– United Nations Organization Chart for Spatial Activities 

 
In the context of the increasingly prominent development of space 

exploration over the past 50 years, UNOOSA has begun the process of 
implementing a Space 2030 plan in order to streamline and strengthen UN 
principles / treaties in the field of space protection and peaceful exploitation 
of space, in a fair way for all states of the world. The objectives of this plan 
are structured on four pillars: 

1. the space economy - increasing the economic benefits derived 
from space and strengthening the role of the space sector as a major factor 
for sustainable development; 

2. spatial society (community) - advancing the social benefits of 
space-related activities and making use of space technologies, space 
services and applications for improving the quality of life; 

3. accessibility of space - improving access to space for all and 
ensuring that all countries can benefit socio-economically from space, 
scientific, technological, spatial data, information and products, thus serving 
the objectives of sustainable development of the states; 
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4. space diplomacy - building partnerships and strengthening 
international cooperation in the peaceful use of space. 

At the European Union level, space exploration policies are in line 
with those of the UN, and the Code of Conduct for Space Activities, which 
provides for the strengthening of security in outer space activities, was 
drafted in 2008. It is an important stake in the context of the expansion of 
space activities in favor of state development and security. The guiding 
principles of safety and security in space at European level are: 

 freedom of access to space, its exploration, use and the use of 
space objects for non-interference peaceful purposes, with full respect for 
the security, safety and integrity of space objects in orbit; 

 the right to legitimate defense, whether individual or collective, in 
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations; 

 the responsibility of States to take all appropriate measures and to 
cooperate in good faith to prevent harmful interference in space activities; 

 the responsibility of States, in the conduct of scientific, 
commercial and military activities, to promote the exploration and peaceful 
use of outer space and to take all appropriate measures to prevent the 
transformation of space into a conflict zone. 

Space activities must be carried out by states / organizations in 
accordance with the observance and promotion of treaties, conventions and 
other commitments to peaceful exploitation of space by: 

 respecting the existing legal framework for space activities;  
 making progress towards joining and implementing the following 

instruments: 
 the existing framework governing activities in outer space, among 

others: 
 United Nations Treaties and Agreements governing the space;  
 Convention on International Liability for Spatial Objects 

(1972);  
 Convention on the Registration of Objects launched in the 

Extra-Mine Area (1975);  
 Establishment Act and Convention on the International 

Telecommunication Union and its Radio Regulations (2002);  
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 Treaty on the Prohibition of Experiences with Nuclear 
Weapons in the Atmosphere, Extra-Mammalian Space and 
Underwater (1963);  

 The Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (1996);  
 Code of conduct against proliferation of ballistic missiles 

(2002). 
 declarations and principles, among others: 

 Declaration on the legal principles governing the activities of 
states in the exploration and use of extra-atmospheric space, as 
set out in UN General Assembly Resolution 1962 (XVIII); 

 Relevant principles for the use of nuclear energy sources in 
outer space as set out in United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 47/68; 

 Declaration on international cooperation in the exploration and 
use of space for the sake of and in the interests of all countries, 
taking particular account of the needs of developing countries 
as set out in United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
51/122; 

 Recommendations on the Practices of States and International 
Organizations on the Registration of Spatial Objects, as set out 
in United Nations General Assembly Resolution 62/101; 

 Guidelines for the reduction of space debris developed by the 
UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Space, as set out in 
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 62/217. 

Measures relating to space operations are established and 
implemented by national policies and procedures by States to minimize the 
possibility of space accidents, collisions between spatial objects or any form 
of interference, including the use of anti-satellite weapons (ASAT), which 
affects the right of other states to explore and peaceful use of space. 

In the conduct of space activities, states apply the following rules: 
 refrain from any intentional action that causes or is likely to cause, 

directly or indirectly, the degradation or destruction of space objects, unless 
such action is undertaken to reduce the creation of cosmic debris and / or is 
justified for imperative reasons of safety;  

 take appropriate measures to minimize the risk of collision;  
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 observe and implement the recommendations and regulations of 
the International Telecommunication Union on the allocation of radio 
spectrum and geostationary orbit positions. 

If it manages spatial objects in outer space - for example, to supply 
space stations, repair space objects, reduce debris, reposition spacecraft, 
signatory states take all reasonable steps to reduce the risk of collision9. 

Being in continuous expansion, space is increasingly congested by 
the large number of satellite networks and space sensors launched. Thus, by 
the end of 2018, approximately 1957 satellites (as detailed in Table 1) are 
operational on orbits (LEO - Low Earth Orbit, GEO - Geostationary 
Equatorial Orbit and Elliptic) by 80 states and organizations, providing 
coverage of multi-domain and multispectral satellite service needs for 
organizations. Both civilian and military actors use space capabilities for a 
large number of missions, including earth observation, weather monitoring, 
early warning, research, navigation and communications. 

Satellite statistics (including registrations until 30.11.2018) 

Total number of operational satellites:1957 

SUA: 849 Russia: 152 China: 284 Others: 672 

LEO: 1232 MEO: 126 Elliptical: 41 GEO: 558 

Total number of US satellites: 849 

Civil: 24 Commercial: 488 
Governmental: 

170 
Military: 167 

Table no. 1 - Artificial satellites orbiting the Earth 10 
 
The control and mitigation of cosmic debris, one of the world's most 

important concerns to limit the creation and reduction of the impact of 
debris in outer space, requires states to refrain from deliberately destroying 
space objects in orbit and not to engage in other activities harmful 
                                                
9 European Code of Conduct for Activities in the Cosmic Space 17175/08 cc/CC/vp 7 DGE 
WMD RO 
10 UCS Satellite Database, https://www.ucsusa.org/nuclear-weapons/space-weapons/-
satellite-database  
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substances that can generate long-lasting cosmic debris. It also adopts, in 
accordance with national legislative processes, appropriate policies and 
procedures for the implementation of the UN Cosmetics Guidelines on the 
peaceful use of space as adopted by UN General Assembly resolution 
62/217. 

 
Figure no. 2 - The evolution of space debris (greater than 10 cm) in LEO orbit 

 
Taking into account the increasing number of incidents recorded in 

space, the collision of space launches from launch missiles, decom-
missioned satellites and the use of ASATs with operational satellites at 
European Union level through the European Space Agency, based on space 
research (Space Situational Awareness and Space Traffic Management) and 
statistical models were mapped and cataloged in January 2019, 
approximately 34,000 objects larger than 10 centimeters, approximately 
900,000 objects with dimensions ranging from 1 centimeter to 10 
centimeters and approximately 128 million objects with dimensions 
between 1 millimeter and 1 centimeter11. 

                                                
11https://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Operations/Space_Safety_Security/Space_Debris/Spa
ce_debris_by_the_numbers  
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Figure no. 3 - the current displacement of space debris after India's testing of 

ASAT 12  
 

Contrary to the peaceful exploitation of cosmic space policies, 
permissive legislation and the lack of coercive measures at international 
level, more and more states are developing and testing ASAT capabilities, 
unnecessarily increasing the amount of cosmic debris and proliferating the 
relaunch of the arms race and the militarization of the cosmic saber. 

The most recent global-like event was recorded at the end of March 
2019 when India tested an anti-satellite ballistic missile by destroying its 
own proprietary satellite in LEO orbit at a height of 300 km above the Earth. 

According to NASA's assessments, it was found that the test created 
400 identifiable pieces of orbital material. Of these, 60 pieces are large 
enough to be monitored with a size of 10 centimeters or more and 24 pieces 
can pass in the vicinity of the International Space Station, increasing the risk 

                                                
12 https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/indian-asat-debris-threatens-all-leo-sats   
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of hitting the station with pieces of orbital material for 44% over a period of 
ten days (figure no. 3). 

Contrary to the actions of states to showcase the capabilities of the 
ASAT, taking advantage of permissive legislation and the lack of response 
of international organizations, concerns at the level of choice are to identify 
timely solutions and create capabilities to reduce and not limit as much as 
possible spatial debris. In this context, the European Space Agency, one of 
the most important players in the global market, has a series of projects 
involving several EU member states, including Romania, for the control and 
reduction of space debris. 

On other ways, taking into account the complexity of space projects 
at international level, the following mechanisms for cooperation between 
states and organizations are needed to make space actions more efficient: 

 Notification of activities in outer space, through which State / 
organizations commit themselves to timely, to the fullest extent possible and 
feasible, notify all potentially affected states / organizations of the activities 
in the cosmic space that are relevant, how It would be: 

Planned maneuvers that can generate a dangerous proximity to 
spatial objects; 

Orbital and reentry changes as well as relevant orbital parameters; 
collisions or accidents that occurred; 
Defects of space objects in orbit with significant risk of reentry or 

collision in orbit; 
 Registration of spatial objects through which States / 

organizations commit themselves to recording spatial objects in accordance 
with the Convention on the Registration of Objects launched in the extra-
mural space and to provide the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
with the relevant data set out in this Convention and the Recommendations 
on the Practices of States and Organizations on the Registration of Spatial 
Objectives as set out in UN General Assembly Resolution 62/101; 

 Information on space activities through which States / 
organizations undertake to transmit, on an annual basis and where available, 
information on: 

 national space policies and capabilities, including basic 
objectives for security and defence activities;  
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 national space policies and procedures to prevent and reduce the 
possibility of accidents, collisions or other forms of harmful 
interference;  

 national space policies and procedures to reduce the production 
of space debris;  

 Efforts to promote universal adherence to existing instruments 
of legal and political regulation of space activities13. 

From a military point of view, the actions of the great world powers 
are "militarizing the space" by launching on the orbit (LEO, MEO, GEO and 
elliptical orbit) military communications satellites, GPS, radar, imaging and 
research, or orbiting armament forces and systems, and last but not least by 
setting up specialized military structures such as "Space Forces" for the 
purpose of "conquering space". The most recent public initiative took place 
in 2018 when the US Presidential Administration declared the establishment 
and operationalization of the Space Force Command, the sixth component 
of the Force Structure until 2022, to lead missions and operations US 
military space. 

According to the approved doctrine, the US Space Forces, will 
develop capabilities and processes for the following operations: 

 knowledge of the spatial situation;  
 global satellite operations;  
 command and integrated control of space-based military forces;  
 common space military operations and campaigns in a global 

theatre of operations;  
 support from space forces or terrestrial, aerial, naval and cyber 

military structures;  
 space transportation and testing operations;  
 spatial detection and detonation of nuclear capabilities; 
 prompt and defensive offensive and defensive space operations to 

achieve superiority in space14. 
Other states with a prominent military presence in space are Russia 

and China with capabilities (attack satellites, ballistic missiles, laser and 

                                                
13 European Code of Conduct for Activities in the Cosmic Space 17175/08 cc/CC/vp 7 
DGE WMD RO. 
14 United Space Force, February 2019, p.4. 
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optical weapons) for deploying antisatellite, attack, and space defense 
operations, even if at the declarative level, support the ban on space 
weapons, the use of space-based military force and the threats to act against 
the destruction of space objects. 

II. Romania, a state with membership in UN and Euro-Atlantic 
organizations has had several space initiatives over the years, the most 
important being a space mission in the 1980s by the Retired Lieutenant-
General Dumitru Prunariu, GOLIAT the first Romanian nanosatellite built 
in on the CubeSat standard, as well as involvement in joint projects at the 
European Space Agency level for the development of space capabilities and 
Space Situational Awareness. In the current geopolitical context and 
through the multiplication of hybrid risks in the geographical area of 
Romania, affiliation in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and 
the European Union determines the adoption in the medium and long term 
at the politico-military level of a new strategy on the development of 
military capabilities for counteraction risks to national security, including 
through the implementation of advanced technology projects. 

From the perspective of creating a scalable and interoperable 
platform for leadership, co-ordination and co-operation at national and 
allied level, in line with information exchange needs, it is necessary to 
develop national space capabilities capable of ensuring the active freedom 
of the actors involved to ensure connectivity, integrity and availability of 
information. 

The plea for the necessity of developing a national space project, 
from the perspective of the unitary approach to defense, security and 
national security, makes it imperative for Romania to reduce its dependence 
on the major players of spatial communication services in the market, to 
ensure its spatial sovereignty, to ensure their own space-independent 
communications services, to increase the resilience of national critical 
communications infrastructure, to be able to meet the needs of long-term 
information exchange and even to become a provider of such services at 
national and international level within the pooling & sharing programs. The 
short- and medium-term implementation of a project on the first Romanian 
telecommunications satellite is circumscribed by Romania's efforts to 
strengthen its role both within NATO and within the EU / CSDP. Through 
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this project, Romania can contribute to stability in the Euro-Atlantic area, 
designing itself as a potential security provider in the region. 

The immediate advantages resulting from the realization of a 
satellite capability have multidomain distribution, both at the military level 
specific to the national defense and the specific missions of the alliances 
Romania is part of, as well as the government in special situations, 
emergency, calamities and optimization of border and civil security through 
the development research and aerospace industry at national level. The 
fruition of this opportunity is to synchronize the activities and actions of the 
institutions at national and international level, which denotes the complexity 
of the implementation of a telecommunications satellite. 

Thus, at national level, in addition to the substantial contribution 
given by the national defense and security structures as beneficiaries, the 
effort to achieve a spatial project of national strategically operational 
requires the unified efforts of the following key Actors: Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MAE) with a role in communicating to the UN the 
intention to achieve a spatial project, adherence (subscribes) to the  
international agreements on the management of space debris and negotiating 
international agreements with other states that could be included in the 
Romanian’s strategic interest for the satellite coverage areas; Ministry of 
Communications and Information Society (MCSI) with a role in the 
efficient management of orbital geostationary slots allocated under 
Government Decision No. 36/2017, coordinating the process of activating 
an orbital GEO slot and coordinating together with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs the process of negotiating the coverage area of a geostationary 
satellite; The National Authority for Administration and Regulation in 
Communications (ANCOM) with the role of coordinating with the MCSI 
the process of activating an GEO orbital slot and the relationship on a 
specialized field with the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) in 
the process of allocating satellite frequency bands for planned and 
unplanned communication networks related to an GEO orbital slot; 
Romania Outer Space Agency (ROSA) with a role in the national 
coordinator of Space activities to promote the optimal conditions to 
coordinate of the research and development activity in the space field, 
insurance, mandated by MAE, representing Romania in the UN Committee 
on the peaceful use of extra-atmospheric space (UN-COPUOS) and leading 
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the working Group on the recovery of space surveillance services to develop 
and improve expertise, infrastructure, technologies and services (knowledge 
of Space Situational Awareness). 

However, the emergence of actions undertaken by a State in the 
space field for bending of a GEO orbital slot involved a complex process for 
activation of an advantageous orbital position, so as to respond to the 
national strategic needs, missions of medium-and long-term information 
exchange and satellite coverage. International actors with responsibility for 
the peaceful exploitation of space are the United Nations (UN) as the 
supreme body and the area of space orbit assignment belongs to the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) as a specialized agency of 
the United Nations. 

All the tasks and missions of this organization are described in the 
ITU Constitution and Convention, which defines how to organize and 
operate, including how to allocate the access of GEO orbital slots. At the 
national level, Romania official signed these constituent acts, along with 
other 192 states, through national Law No. 76/1993, for the ratification of 
the ITU Constitution and Convention, signed in Geneva in 1992. 

Geostationary orbital slots (positions) for telecommunications 
satellites are managed according to the equity and efficiency principals. In 
this respect, in order to ensure equitable access to orbital positions, the ITU 
drew up two plans for the award of geostationary orbital positions for each 
member state, Appendix 30/30A (published in 1977) for satellite 
Broadcasting and 30/ 30B (published in 1988) for fixed radio 
communications, attributing of each member state to a geostationary orbital 
position of each appendix. Geostationary space orbit is situated at a distance 
of 32,000 kilometers from Earth in the equatorial plane, where the rotation 
speed of the earth equals the speed of rotation of a satellite. 

Therefore, in accordance with ITU principle of equity, Romania 
benefits of a geostationary orbital position having a longitude of 50o for 
broadcasting services on satellite audiovisual programmers and a 
geostationary orbital position having longitude of 30,45o for fixed radio 
communication services, point-to-point or point-to-multipoint, satellite 
networks (Figure No. 4). 
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Figure No. 4 Graphical representation of the Geostationary orbital 

positions allocated to Romania 
 

Last, but not least, at the European Union level, the European Space 
Agency (ESA) is working to ensure and develop cooperation, exclusively 
peacefully, between European States, including Romania starting with 2011, 
in the fields of space research and technology. Another part of the European 
Union is represented by the European Defense Agency (EDA) which 
supports the European Council and the Member States in their efforts to 
improve the defense capabilities of the European Union through space 
projects and cooperation programs. The type of projects specific to the 
space domain that they promote are "pooling & sharing", through "EU 
SATCOM MARKET" and "GOVSATOCOM" whereby member states 
jointly share their telecommunications satellite capabilities in military 
satellite bands (X, Ka, UHF – only allocated from NATO) for use, 
contractually, with states that do not have their own space infrastructure or 
which do not have satellite coverage on a given area at any given time. 
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ASPECTS OF THE COMMON SECURITY AND 
DEFENCE POLICY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 
Major (r) Associate Professor Aliodor MANOLEA, PhD *  

 
 

Abstract: The whole liberal world order appears to be falling apart, 
nothing is as it once was. When Vladimir Putin annexed Crimea and started the 
bloody conflict in Eastern Ukraine in 2014, many considered him to be the major 
cause of global destabilisation. Just a few years later the US President, has 
seriously challenge the current international order when he questions free trade 
and the Western or NATO set of values. This has massive consequences, not just 
for Europeans. The global security situation is more dangerous today than at any 
time since the collapse of the Soviet Union. We are experiencing an epochal shift; 
an era is ending, and the rough outlines of a new political age are only beginning 
to emerge. No matter where you look, there are countless conflicts and crises that 
greatly affect us Europeans. In this context of transformations that seem chaotic, is 
it topical the establishment of a European army with all the specific resources 
available, as a way of ensuring security and defense of the European Union? 

Keywords: NATO, EU, common defense, European Army. 
 

Introduction 
“Common Security and Defence Policy of the European Union 

(CSDP) establishes the framework for the political and military structures, 
as well as for missions and military operations and civilian EU abroad.”1 

Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) constitute the 
operational arm of the ESDP (European Security and Defence Policy).  

CSDP is an instrument of EU intergovernmental level, in conceptual 
evolution from 1998 (summit of the Franco-British from Saint Malo) and 
carried out since 2003 – when the European Security Strategy (SES) was 

                                                
* Major (r) Associate Professor at Hyperion University of Bucharest, PhD in Military 
Sciences, DSc in Complementary Medicine, PhD in Psychology; 
1 Descriptive files on the European Union. Politica de securitate şi apărare comună, 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/ro/sheet/159/politica-de-securitate-si-aparare-
comuna 
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adopted and have been released first missions – and achieving the objectives 
set out in Strategy. 

Issued to the general objective of establishing a Common European 
Defense capacity, achieved through the Member States’ contribution with 
civilian and military capacity, the CSDP has undergone major changes 
recently at strategic and operational level, in order to respond to security 
challenges. 

Global Strategy for the Common Foreign and Security Policy 
(CFSP) adopted in June 2016 represents the principal framework of the 
external action of the Union in the medium term and long term, which also 
includes CSDP. 

In the field of security and defence, the operational size of the EU 
commitment was strengthened by the creation of the Military Planning 
and Conduct Capability (MPCC) for Union’s non-executive missions and 
the measures taken in relation to Optimizing the mode of engagement of EU 
Battle Groups, including the size of the financial resources insurance for 
their deployment. 

 
Directions for the Development of Defence Capabilities 
The segment on the development of defence capabilities has 

benefited from particular attention by adopting a package of initiatives, 
including: 

1. The European Defence Fund (EDF)2 
The European Defence Fund will contribute to Europe’s strategic 

autonomy in terms of protecting and defending its citizens. EDF will 
coordinate, will complement and strengthen national defence investments. 
The Fund will promote cooperation between Member States in the 
production of cutting-edge and interoperable defence equipment and 
technologies. It will also encourage the participation of small and medium 
enterprises to cooperation projects and will stimulate innovative and 
groundbreaking solutions. 

 

                                                
2 European Commission EU Budget for the future PDF ISBN 978-92-79-7484-0 
doi:10.2873/806911 ET-01-18-586-RO-N, https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-
political/files/budget-may2018-eu-defence-fund_ro.pdf 
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Figure 1 EU budget dedicated to the European Defence Fund3 

 
For the period 2021-2027, the Commission proposes to allocate a 

budget of EUR 13 billion to the European Defence Fund (figure 1). The EU 
will become one of the top four investors in defence research in Europe. 
Support from the European Defence Fund can be complemented by 
providing financial support from the InvestEU Fund for the defence sector. 

2. Coordinated Annual Reviw of Defence (CARD) to strengthen 
defence cooperation between Member States. 

3. The adoption of Permanent Structured cooperation (PESCO) to 
strengthen defence cooperation between Member States wishing to go 
further in this cooperation4. 

The Treaty of Lisbon stipulates that a group of Member States can 
strengthen their defence cooperation by establishing Permanent Structured 
Cooperation (PESCO) 

EU leaders agreed to launch permanent structured cooperation to 
strengthen Europe’s security and defence – June 22, 2017. 

                                                
3 Idem. 
4 European Council, Council of the European Union. EU Security and Defence 
Cooperation, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/ro/policies/defence-security/ 
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The Council adopted a decision establishing PESCO. All EU 
Member States participate in PESCO, with the exception of three countries 
(Denmark, Malta and the United Kingdom) and agreed on an initial list of 
17 projects to be undertaken under PESCO. The projects include areas such 
as: training, capability development and operational availability in the field 
of defence. These initial projects were formally adopted by the Council on 
March 6, 2018. On the same day, the Council adopted a roadmap for the 
implementation of PESCO. 

On  June 25, 2018 the Council adopted governance rules for 
projects under PESCO. An updated list of PESCO projects and their 
participants, including the second set of projects, was foreseen before 
November 2018. 

4. Strengthen the EU’s rapid response toolkit, including EU 
battlegroups and civilian capabilities. 

The EU’s battlegroups are one of the tools the EU has at its 
disposal to respond quickly to crises and conflicts. These are military forces 
that can be deployed quickly on the ground. 

The tactical battlegroups were created in 2005, but were never 
deployed due to political, technical and financial obstacles. 

The financing of the tactical battlegroups will be managed at EU 
level through the Athena mechanism at all times, which was agreed on 22 
June 2017. 

The EU also works to develop civilian capabilities and improve the 
responsiveness of civilian crisis management, including through the possible 
creation of a central response capability. 

European Constitution and Common Security and Defence 
Policy – CSDP 

In the European Constitution the new concept of the Common 
Security and Defence Policy, CSDP, replaces both the old European 
Security and Defence Policy concept – ESDP and its ‘unfolded’ policy, 
European Common Security and Defense Policy –ECSDP. 

“The European Constitution brings five important elements of 
novelty in the sphere of the Common Security and Defence Policy: 

1.  Extending Petrsberg missions; 
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2. Decision to establish a European Agency on Armaments, 
Research and Military Capabilities; 

3. Application of structured cooperation to international missions; 
4. The possibility of closer cooperation of Union States in the sphere 

of mutual defence; 
5. Introducing a solidarity clause for the cases of terrorist attacks and 

natural or man-made disasters”5.  
EU-NATO Cooperation 
Cooperation between the EU and NATO was established over 15 

years ago. This has led to the development of a wide range of instruments 
that provide greater security for citizens in Europe and beyond. 

On July 10, 2018, the EU and NATO signed a new joint statement. It 
establishes a common vision of how the EU and NATO will act together 
against the common security threats. 

 
Figure 2 EU-NATO Joint Declaration – Implementation areas6  

 

                                                
5 European Institute of Romania, Phare project RO-2002/000-586.03.01.04.02 2005. 
European Security and Defence Policy, http://beta.ier.ro/documente/formare/Securitate_-
si_aparare.pdf 
6 European Council, Council of the European Union. EU Security and Defence 
Cooperation, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/ro/policies/defence-security/ 
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Developments in EU-NATO Cooperation 
Let's go back to the EU-NATO cooperation agreements.  
What do we notice? 
On July 10 2018, the EU and NATO signed a new joint statement. It 

establishes a common vision of how the EU and NATO will act together 
against the common security threats. 

“Cooperation between the EU and NATO will focus on areas such 
as: 

• Military mobility; 
• Cybersecurity; 
• Hybrid threats; 
• Combating terrorism; 
• Women and Security”7. 
The new joint statement highlights that recent EU efforts to intensify 

defence and security cooperation and reinforces transatlantic security. 
“The declaration is based on the objectives of the previous common 

declaration of July 2016. The latter aims to strengthen cooperation between 
the EU and NATO in seven strategic areas, namely: 

• Hybrid threats; 
• Operational cooperation, including maritime matters; 
• Cybersecurity; 
• Defence capabilities; 
• Industry and research; 
• coordinated exercises; 
• Capacity Building” (Fig. 2)8. 
Therefore, the last four areas of cooperation: defence capabilities, 

industry and research, coordinated exercises, capacity building, which are 
specific to common defence – as it was conceived at the beginning of 
NATO’s existence – are no longer on the list of common action directions, 
constituting the PESCO apanage – a genuine European treaty to ensure 
security and defence of Member States, equivalent to NATO. This, despite 

                                                
7 Idem. 
8 Idem. 
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the assertions that PESCO’s objectives are complementary to those of 
NATO. 

Another aspect of the EU-NATO discord is also the “surprising 
idea, (for the moment of public opinion testing), that the new EU to become 
a nuclear power (according to the New York Times, from 03.06.2017), so to 
be autonomous towards the United States and from the perspective of the 
security umbrella, especially under the unpredictable Trump administration. 
The common European defence will, sooner or later, require Member States 
to use common European military technology, in other words, everyone will 
have to buy French, German and not American weaponry. That is the 
meaning of financing through the European Defence Fund. This will hasten 
the political, military and financial decommitment of the United States from 
NATO and Europe, or will spur the creation of a NATO 2.0 of the United 
States and its allies (Canada, the United Kingdom and the Eastern Flank 
interested States)”9. 

Let us also note that according to a study (the Munich Security 
Report, 2017)10 conducted by NATO itself, through the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute SIPRI, the lack of cooperation between Member States in the field 
of Security and Defence costs annually between EUR 25 and 100 billion. 
So, even collaborating within NATO, the EU loses money by failing to 
coordinate efficiently (Fig. 3). 

Having regard to the three recent spheres of crisis (Russia, 
Migration, Brexit), accompanied by a loss of confidence in Donald Trump’s 
American leadership, it is clear that the European Union must increase its 
contribution to security. How could it do it?  

                                                
9 Valentin Naumescu, Are the Western European States heading for the signing of a 
separate Treaty? How important does the size of the defense becomes?, 2017. 
https://www.hotnews.ro. 
10 “To the Brink - and Back?”, Munich Security Report 2018, Munich Security Conference, 
2018. 
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Figure 3. Cost of current fragmentation and inefficiency of EU defence structures11 

 
It is estimated that the lack of cooperation between Member States in 

the field of security and defence costs EUR 25 to 100 billion annually. 
Currently, around 80% of public defence procurement is carried out 

strictly at national level, which leads to a costly doubling of military 
capability. From 2010 onwards, less than EUR 200 million have been spent 
each year for European collaborative research and defence technology 
activities. 

The European Army – Is it possible? 
“We need an army to defend the European Union from Russia, 

China or even the United States,” President Emanuel Macron and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel said (2017). 

Quite recently (March 2018) Dr. Katarzyna Pisarska, a senior 
researcher in the Casimir Pulaski Foundation’s Foreign Policy Programme, 
developed the “idea of European security forces” in the World Economic 
Forum project  “New Concept for Europe”, and argues that EU Member 
States should initiate the creation of a European Security Force12. 

                                                
11 European Institute of Romania, Phare project RO-2002/000-586.03.01.04.02 2005. 
European Security and Defence Policy, http://beta.ier.ro/documente/formare/Securitate_-
si_aparare.pdf 
12 Katarzyna Pisarska, European security force – a step-by-step approach towards a 
european army?, 2018. la https://www.esjnews.com/european-security-force 
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The purpose of such an entity will be to strengthen the EU’s security 
capacities, without prejudice to the sovereignty of EU Member States, while 
they remain engaged in NATO. 

The step-by-step approach foresees the creation of operational units 
under common European Command in the areas of information security, 
disinformation, Coast Guard and general representation of the EU as a 
security actor.   

A Pan-European unit for combating cyber threats and disinformation 
should deal with the prevention of cyber attacks on the critical infrastructure 
of Member States and the fight against disinformation spread by hostile 
States and terrorist groups.   

A pan-European Coast Guard would assist National Coast Guard 
Units in combating illegal migration, trafficking in human beings and 
smuggling.   

A Common EU Security Force Representation Office would serve as 
a point of information on the EU’s security activities and represent the EU 
Security and Defence Community on various official occasions13. 

 
Are the United States a possible EU opponent? 
In the last two years, relations between the European Union and the 

United States have deteriorated more and more. The foreign policy led by 
President Donald Trump under the motto “America First” concerned the 
European leaders, who reacted accordingly. 

Throughout its history, the United States has oscillated between 
assuming a role of “international gendarme” and isolationalism. After nearly 
half a century of interventionism, from 2016 the U.S.A foreign policy 
returned 180 degrees. President Donald Trump has moved from 
interventionism to isolationism. In this case, President Trump urged, rather 
aggressively, European leaders to pay contributions to NATO.  And let us 
not forget the veritable EU-USA trade war, which is in full swing. 

However, the European Union’s States have a similar regime to the 
United States. None of the Alliance’s members have territorial ambitions 
and the difficulties Europeans have in coordinating the external policies of a 

                                                
13 Idem. 
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multitude of countries, which once were antagonistic, exclude Europe’s 
evolution as a true rival of America. 

In view of the shown, NATO will remain what has always been: an 
American Alliance. As long as the United States assumes this role, NATO 
will live – and will live better with the help of Vladimir I, the “new Russian 
Tsar”. 

The United States leads, as always, but it is also a negative part that 
remains true: as long as the US remains a power in Europe, Europeans will 
not be able to build an autonomous defence. They can, of course, be 
economically equal to the American economy – this, however, to a 
population of approx. 500 million to a population a little more than 370 
million as the U.S. has. 

In Europe, the twenty-nine (recently twenty-eight) fail to be united, 
do not do what is called  “e pluribus unum” (one for all), the USA motto 
modified in 1956 in  “In God We Trust”.   

Thus the Europeans will not want to be autonomous as long as 
“Uncle Sam” acts as a security lender of last resort. The key expression is  
“as long as”.   

However, America’s profits in this situation lower the costs of 
maintaining it. NATO – the European side (the producer of a quarter of the 
global GDP) is the strongest leverage in America’s security structure. 

Where it follows that a country wishing to remain number one in the 
world will not want to give up this bastion, no matter what the current 
misunderstandings are.   

These are ways, more or less diplomatic, for achieving each other’s 
goals – lowering their own costs, and preserving the existing advantages. 
These are the views of a working group of the Hoover Institution, from 
Stanford University entitled Working Group on the Role of Military History 
in Contemporary Conflict14. 

On the one hand, the group believes that the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation and the European Union are in turmoil, changing. The first 
accomplished his mission. If it were not for the confiscation of Crimea and 

                                                
14 Paul Rahe, A Future for NATO and the European Union, Hoover Institution working 
group on Military History, Stanford University, 2018. 
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the invasion of Ukraine by Russia and the refugee crisis in Europe, caused 
by the secular Muslim conflict that mean in Iraq and Syria, NATO would 
have remained without an obvious function. 

At the same time, the EU is considered a great success as a customs 
union, but it is a disaster as a monetary union. Attempting to transform it 
into a governing oligarchic-federation, equipped with an intrusive 
administrative apparatus “will end in tears”. 

There are also many controversies about the economic interests of 
those involved in the arms trade. French Defence Minister Florence Parley 
criticised the practice of imposing U.S. arms acquisition to NATO Partners. 
The Minister stressed that the “NATO article on solidarity is called Article 5 
and not article F-35. I am concerned that the force of solidarity in NATO 
can be dependent on the purchase of equipment. The alliance must be 
unconditional, otherwise it is not an alliance.” 

France itself intends to increase exports of defence products to EU 
members. The fact that Washington uses political leverage to dominate the 
global arms market can only irritate Paris. 

Last November, Emmanuel Macron said that Europe needs a unified 
army that could protect the EU “from China, Russia and even the US”. 

“We will not be able to protect Europeans if we do not make the 
decision to create a true Pan-European Army. We must have a Europe that 
defends itself predominantly independently, without relying entirely on the 
United States,” Macron said. 

Donald Trump called the words of the French President  “insulting”. 
In this context, experts recall that in the North Atlantic Alliance, the 
commanders of the European forces of NATO were invariably American 
soldiers.   

Subsequently, the French president said that, although the countries 
are historical allies, it does not mean that France should obey the United 
States. 

 “The USA is our historic ally and continues to be. But being an ally 
doesn’t mean being a vassal. We should not depend on the US ,”Macron 
said. 
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The European Union faces a dilemma: either it starts to concede or 
changes its line in relations with Washington and really begins to defend its 
interests. The probability of the last scenario is increasing, despite the fact 
that the United States has serious pressure levers on Europe. 

 
Conclusions 
Returning to the question  “Is a European army possible?” some 

conclusions can be drawn: 
•Any competition between NATO and the EU is wrong from the 

start. This would lead to the need to double (economic and military) 
resources and administer them in a totally inefficient way, as shown in a 
review published by Carnegie Europe15. 

•A fragmented West will be detrimental to all parties involved. And 
the direction that the leaders of France and Germany have chosen by 
building a joint European army will serve the main competitors of the West: 
Russia and China, according to the quoted analysts. 

•The political divide that Europe’s detachment of NATO would 
generate will also have economic consequences. 

•In addition to the international political consequences, including the 
fragmentation of the West, Europe will also have to manage the internal 
problems that a project of this kind brings: the difference of views between 
France and Germany on how it should look The European Army, the 
determination of the other European States to contribute in the long term to 
this joint process or the proper organisation of the army. 

And as a corollary, we can mention the opinion of German defence 
Minister Ursula von der Leyen, who declared in February 201516 that she is 
sure that if not her children, then at least her grandchildren “will know the 
United States of Europe” with their own army. 

                                                
15 Judy Dempsey, Macron’s Call for European Boots, 2018. https://carnegieeurope.eu/-
strategiceurope/77703 
16 Elena Badea, Jean-Claude Juncker, President of European Commission: the European 
Union must have an army of its own,  2015. https://www.dcnews.ro/jean-claude-juncker-
pre-edinte-comisia-europeana-uniunea-europeana-trebuie-sa-aiba-o-armata-proprie_469-
660.html 
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Abstract: 
Just the simple proclamation of the Great Union was not enough, it had to be 

politically, military and diplomatically guaranteed. Thus, during November and 
December 1918, the Romanian army who come over the Carpathians supported the 
taking over, defending and pushing westward the demarcation line with Hungary. 

After the liberation through combat of Transylvania, the Romanian army 
carried offensive operations on the territory of Hungary, stabilized its defense on the 
Tisza River, and then, by counteroffensive, passed East of Tisza (24 July - 1 August), 
through the pursuit of fights against Hungarian troops and on August 4, 1919 
occupied Budapest. 

In other words, obtaining / taking over state power demanded from the 
Romanian army many more and much more serious efforts, including new blood 
sacrifices. 

Keywords: proclamation of the Great Union; Romanian army; King 
Ferdinand; General Prezan; passage of Tisza; occupying Budapest.  

 

Introduction 

The Great Union of Alba Iulia in 1918 represents for our national 
history the most important event that signifies the fulfillment of the 
Romanian ideal to live freely in a single national unitary state. 

The accomplishment of the Great Romania in December 1918 did 
not happen suddenly, but it represented a secular dream of the Romanians to 
be together from Banat to the Dniester. 

With all the motivations of the historical, cultural and social-political 
components, this historic act could not have been accomplished without the 
involvement and significant contribution of the military component. 
                                                
 Corresponding Member of Academy of Romanian Scientists, Member of the Academy of 
National Security Sciences, (e-mail: boarugheorghe@yahoo.com). 
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According to the famous Romanian historian Constantin Kiriţescu1, the 
balance sheet of the military effort made by Romania during the First World 
War amounted to 800,000-1,000,000 people out of the battle, representing 
over 10% of the entire population of Romania. In relation to the number of 
its inhabitants, Romania sacrificed more people than France or Italy. 

The mandate of the supreme sacrifice was entrusted and assumed, as 
in other crucial moments in national history, by the Romanian Army. 

The Political-Military Context of the Great Union 
A favorable situation was expected to meet the desire of unity of the 

Romanians expressed throughout the ages, possibly after the First World 
War, in a geopolitical context of the collapse of the great European empires: 
Tsarist and Austro-Hungarian empires, and the creation of new, independent 
states. Ever since the war, the purpose has been declared to the Romanian 
people through a proclamation that synthesizes the historical facts of the 
forefathers for national unity: "Today we have been given to the task to 
complete their work by forever establishing what Michael the Brave 
managed to accomplish for just a moment: the Union of the Romanians on 
the two sides of the Carpathians"2. 

Having German military training, King Ferdinand strongly believed 
in the victory of Central Powers3 in World War I, in contradiction to Queen 
Maria who supported the alliance with the Entente. However, the sense of 
duty towards the country was stronger than his convictions, and Romania 
joined the Entente4. 

King Ferdinand said: "I am a constitutional king, so if the country 
believes its interests dictate to go against the Central Powers, it will not find 
in me a hindrance in achieving its national ideal" 5. 

An important figure related to this historical period remains the 
politician Ion I.C. Bratianu6, Prime Minister of King Carol I, who joined 

                                                
1 Constantin Kirițescu, Istoria războiului pentru întregirea României, 1916-1919, vol. I, 
Editura Științifică și Enciclopedică, București, 1989, p.15. 
2 Ioan Scurtu, Alba Iulia 1 Decembrie 1918, Bucureşti, Editura Sport-Turism, 1988, p.69. 
3Alliance of the Nations formed from Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and 
Bulgaria in the First World War. 
4 Political-military mutual aid bloc formed before the First World War including France, 
England and Russia, which Romania joined in 1916. 
5 I. G. Duca, Memorii, Bucureşti, Editura Expres, 1992, vol. I, p. 129. 
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Romania in 1883, at the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary and 
Italy), "considering it the strongest on the continent "7. 

Unlike his predecessor, who held the reins of Romania's foreign 
policy, King Ferdinand "left entire freedom of action to the experienced Ion 
I. C. Brătianu, who undertook several political and diplomatic actions 
aimed at obtaining certain guarantees regarding the satisfaction of the 
national aspirations of the Romanian people” 8. 

An extremely important element, from the military point of view, is 
that General Constantin Prezan (the future Marshal) was the commander of 
the Great General Headquarters of the Romanian Army, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Ion Antonescu (the future Marshal) was working at the Operations 
Section. 

After this moment, politicians were even more anxious about the 
achievement of the goal of unification of Romanians dispersed under 
foreign rule in the territories of  Transylvania, Banat, Crişana, Maramureş 
(approximately 2,800,000 Romanians), Bucovina (230,000) and Bessarabia 
(2,750,000 of whom 1,810,000 (67%) were Romanians, 33,000 Russians 
and Ukrainians, and the rest were Jews, Bulgarians, Gagauzs and 
Germans)9. 

The Romanian delegation at the 1919 Peace Conference in Paris was 
also led by Ion I.C. Brătianu, "who has carried out a huge diplomatic 
activity in order to address, in turn, all the vital problems for the Romanian 
people"10, then when all the peoples of Europe were expecting to have the 
territorial status they were entitled to. 

                                                                                                                        
6 Ion C. Bratianu (1864-1927) was an important Romanian politician, also known as Ionel 
Bratianu, president of the National Liberal Party, with an active role in the achievement of 
the Union of 1st December 1918. 
7 Keith Hitchins, România: 1866-1947, trad. Delia Răzdolescu, George G. Potra, ediţia a 
III-a, Buc., Humanitas, 2004, p. 7. 
8 Ioan Scurtu, Istoria românilor în timpul celor patru regi (1866–1947), Vol. II: Ferdinand, 
Bucureşti, Editura Enciclopedică, 2004, p. 13. 
9Constantin Kiriţescu, Istoria războiului pentru întregirea Românie: 1916–1919, vol. II, 
Bucureşti, Tip. România Nouă, 1932, p. 61. 
10 Sever Neagoe, Teritoriul şi frontierele în istoria românilor, Bucureşti, Editura 
Ministerului de Interne, 1995, p. 109. 
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As active participants in World War I, King Ferdinand on the front, 
and Queen Maria behind the battle lines, helping and caring for the 
wounded, the two monarchs demonstrated responsibility and vocation of 
leaders who can lead the country's destiny in history. 

The vast majority of the Romanian army was made up of peasants 
(who were wearing traditional laced-moccasins instead of boots) who were 
motivated in proving their courage, by the patriotic spirit inculcated by the 
Romanian school and the Romanian Orthodox Church, by the respect and 
trust in the commanders of the army and in King Ferdinand and, last but not 
least, by the promise of King Ferdinand to the soldiers that he will give to 
them pieces of land as well as other rights11.  

My grandfather, Vasile C. BOARU, fought in the Battle of Mărăşeşti 
(he had the rank of sergeant) in 1917 under the slogan "YOU SHALL NOT 
PASS!". He subsequently received land near his native village Iteşti, Bacău 
County. 

King Ferdinand thus honored his promise in front of those who 
fought in this war for unifying the nation.  

The Romanian Army also played an important role in conducting 
these events. After the withdrawal of Russia from the war, in November 
1917 and the gaining of autonomy by Bessarabia on December 2/15, 1917, 
the Russian soldiers' attacks on the population followed, which the new 
Bessarabian government could not cope with. The help of the Romanian 
officials was requested and the support came from the Romanian Armed 
Forces. 

                                                
11 On March 23, 1917, Ferdinand addressed the military of  the 2nd Army, who were 
cantoned at Răcăciuni, and he told them: "Soldiers, you, sons of the  peasants, who 
defended with your arms and your chest the land where you were born, where you grew up, 
I, your king, am telling you that besides the great reward of your success for which the 
whole nation is grateful to you, you have also gained the right to master in a greater extent 
the land which you have fought for. You will be given land! I, your king, I will be the first to 
give an example, you will be granted a wide participation in the affairs of the state”. King 
Ferdinand kept his promise, and on June 19, 1917, the Constitutional Review Bill was 
promulgated, which included, among other things, the adoption of the agrarian reform by 
the expropriation of the great property and the introduction of universal suffrage. 
[https://www.balcanii.ro/2016/03/un-bun-roman-regele-ferdinand/], accessed on April 14, 
2018. 
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Bessarabia with Romania on 27 March 1918, followed by Bucovina 
on 28 November 1918, and Transylvania, Banat, Crişana and Maramureş on 
1st December 191812. 

 
The actions of the Romanian army for the defense of the Great 

Union 
The actions between Prut and Nistru 
The manner in which the Romanian Command solved the problems 

it faced on a strategic and tactical level was fully demonstrated in the 
military actions carried out between December 1918 and August 1919 for 
the expulsion of the invaders and the defense of the national unity of all the 
Romanians by uniting the provinces’ historical background with the 
motherland. 

A first military action of the Romanian army was the restoration of 
the rule of law on the territories between the Prut and Nistru. 

The proclamation of the autonomy of the Bessarabian republic 
constituted an uplifting historical moment for the Romanian people living in 
this province. However, the event coincided with the agreement on the 
ceasefire on the Romanian front, a signal of the general route of the Russian 
army, which extended to the territory between the Prut and the Dniester. On 
this Romanian historical territory there were many warehouses, materials 
and armaments of the Romanian army, administered and guarded by the 
Romanian army, with the prior consent of the Russian Command. 

The proclamation of the Bessarabian republic and the creation of the 
Council of the Country through free elections constituted an expression of 
the people's desire in this province to shake off the foreign reins. The sense 
of unity of nation, just as in Transylvania, was strong. The desire of the 
majority of the population here, which was 66.5% Romanian, was to be 
united with the motherland, Romania. 
As the young republic did not have its own army force, undergoing 
reorganization, and the majority of the Bessarabian people were spread in 
the immensity of Russia, due to the war, the Country Council strongly urged 

                                                
12 Nicolae Ceachir, Marile puteri şi România (1856–1947), Bucureşti, Editura Albatros, 
1996, p. 200.  
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the Romanian Government on 24 December / 6 January 1918 to provide 
military aid for keeping order on the territory of the republic. 
The Romanian government responded favorably to the demand of the 
Bessarabian people and allocated some of the forces available for the 
actions between the Prut and the Dniester. 

The Romanian Command assigned two infantry divisions (D11, 13 
I) and two cavalry divisions (D1, 2 Cv) that acted to restore order in 
southern Bessarabia (D.13 I) in the center Bessarabia and the capital (D.11 
I), in northern Bessarabia (D.1 Cv) and D.2 Cv acted in support of D.11, 13 
I. 
The actions of the Romanian troops began on 7/20 January and ended on 
February 27th / March 12th, 1918, with the entry of 13th Infantry Division 
troops into Cetatea Albă. The Romanian troops executed a very special 
action: the restoration of the rule of law in a Romanian province devastated 
by the withdrawing Russian army and by armed formations of various 
colors. There were no offensive actions against groups of forces that would 
have defended their positions. 

 
Liberation of occupied Transylvania 
The penetration of the Romanian troops into our historical provinces to 

expel the invaders made the withdrawal of Mackensen's troops extremely 
difficult, which turned into a disorderly fleeing, especially after October 29 / 
November 11, 1918, when the Compiègne13 truce was signed , which ended 
the hostilities on the Western Front. 

                                                
13 The Treaty of Armistice took place on November 11, 1918 between the German Empire 
and the Powers of the Entente, and ended the First World War on the Western Front. The 
treaty was signed in a train carriage in the Compiègne forest. The main signatories were 
Marshal Ferdinand Foch, commander of the Entente forces, and Matthias Erzberger from 
Germany. 
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Because of the terror exerted by the Hungarian guards in 
Transylvania, the Romanian National Council here requested support from 
the Romanian Government from Iasi. 

Consequently, on November 5/18, the Great General Headquarters 
ordered Romanian troops to enter quickly in Transylvania, in order to 
ensure the order, peace, life and wealth of the inhabitants. Thus, the division 
commanded by General Traian Moşoiu was concentrated in the Topliţa - 
Ditrău - Gheorghieni area and the 1st Hunters Division (Infantry - Field 
Hunters) in the Miercurea Ciuc - Sân Dămăcuş area. the 6th Infantry 
Division of Focsani was concentrated in Olt Valley and the 2nd Hunters 
(Infantry) Division in the Jiu Valley. 

The Romanian military units defended the Great Union on 18 
November / 1st December 1918 in Alba Iulia. As the members of the 
delegations from the counties in the west of the country, who participated in 
the Great Meeting from Alba Iulia, were arrested and persecuted by the 
Hungarian administration, the Romanian army began fighting to the west in 
December 1918, reaching the line: Satu Mare, Salaj, Bihor, Arad. 

With the approval of the Inter-Allied Supreme Military Council from 
Paris, the Romanian army expelled the Hungarian administration and 
Hungarian troops, on April 1919, up to Tisza. Among the localities liberated 
in the western part of the country there was also Oradea on 20th April 1919. 

Bela Kun (Soviet ruler established in Budapest in March 1919) 14, by 
an agreement with Lenin, the Bolshevik leader of Russia, attacked with the 
Hungarian army, in June 1919, the Czech army and it was just the decisive 
intervention of the Romanian army that calmed down the Hungarians. 

The new Hungarian authorities refused to comply with Allied 
requests to withdraw and demanded a return to the demarcation line 
previously established by the Belgrade Convention. As the Hungarian 
troops refused to implement such a decision, in the second half of April 
1919 the Romanian army triggered the counteroffensive and occupied the 
territory between the Apuseni Mountains and Tisza river. 

                                                
14 On March 8/21, 2019, the Hungarian Republic of Councils was created, Bela Kun being 
actually its leader. 
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In 14 days of fighting, the Romanian troops crossed the distance 
between the ridges of the Apuseni Mountains and Tisza river- over 200 Km 
- achieving an average of offensive rhythm of 15 Km / 24 hours. Once she 
got to Tisza, the Romanian army fulfilled its mission - the liberation of 
Transylvania from the occupants and the defense of this Romanian province 
on an advanced line (awaiting the political-military deliberations from 
Paris). 

Defensive formations were built on this line, pending the decision of 
the Allies convened in Paris. 

In the following months, the Romanian troops consolidated their 
defensive positions on the Tisza River15. A covering formation, 
commissioned by General Gheorghe Mărdărescu, was realized, made of two 
sectors.  The Northern coverage sector, defended by the North Group 
commanded by General Nicolae Mihăescu with an opening of 150 Km, and 
the Southern Sector with a 150 Km aperture, defended by the South Group 
commanded by General Ștefan Holban. The general reserve was 
concentrated in the Carei-Oradea-Debrecen region. 

However, the Hungarian troops surprisingly started by initiating a 
new offensive against the Romanian army on July 20, 1919, managing to set 
bridgeheads to East of Tisza River. 

 For the destruction of the enemy that penetrated to the east of Tisza, 
through a double surrounding  maneuver on the Szolnok bridgehead and the 
restoration of defense on the watercourse, the Command of the 
Transylvanian Troops constituted a counteroffensive task force made up of 
6 major units (as compared to only 3 of the enemy) triggered the 
counterstrike on July 11/24 (initially only with the  Group of Maneuvers), 
commanded by General Moșoiu,  managing on the first day to penetrate 8-
10 Km into the left flank of the enemy and to reject across the Tisza River a 
part of his forces. 

Subsequently, on July 12/25 and 13/26 July, the Romanian 
Command hired all countercoup groups who have successfully advanced on 
the evening of 13/26 July and the defense was restored on Tisza River in the 
Szolnok area. The enemy that was not captured managed to retreat in 

                                                
15 Petre Otu, România în primul război mondial-Marea Unire 1918,  pp.121-122. 
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disarray to the west by Tisza, while the northern group liquidated the 
bridgehead from Tokaj, reestablishing here also its defense on the 
watercourse (the conquered line on July 20th). 

At this moment, Romania's political-military leadership (Prime 
Minister Ion I. C. Brătianu) made the decision to cross the Tisza River to 
destroy the Hungarian army and complete the victory. 

Thus, in the Operations Order of the Transylvanian Troops 
Command of 29 July 1919 it was stated: "In order not to give the enemy 
time to bring their troops back in good shape and regroup them, it is 
absolutely necessary to resume the tracking ..." 16. 

As a result, the Romanian troops started the offensive in the night of 
16 (29) / 17 (30) July, on the entire front of Tisza, launching the main strike 
on the direction Szolnoc, Budapesta. 

King Ferdinand and Queen Maria were also present at this event. 
The historian Constantin Kiriţescu, in his wonderful literary work 

"The Story of Our Holy War"17, describes the moment of Tisza's crossing, 
under the eyes of King Ferdinand, Queen Maria and other personalities, as 
follows: "On the night of July 29th to July 30th (1919), the Romanians 
crossed Tisza in boats, above the Szolnoc, without being sensed, and then 
they built a bridge of boats over water. On the bridge of boats, the 
Romanian army afterwards passed the whole day. 

On the shore, King Ferdinand, Queen Mary, and their great adviser, 
Ioan Brătianu, remembered how, forty-two years before (1877) on the shore 
of the Danube in front of Nicopolis, their predecessors, King Carol and 
Ioan Brătianu, the old one, watched the Romanian army that crossed the 
great river water to win on the plains of Bulgaria the independence of the 
smaller Romania at that time.  

The sons and grandsons of the Plevna fighters were now passing 
over Tisza under the eyes of the nephew of King Carol and of the son of 

                                                
16 Arhiva M.Ap.N., Fond 370, dosar 22, f. 143 
17 Constantin Kirițescu, Povestea sfântului nostru război, Ed. SAECULUM I.O., București, 
2018. This work, written in the series called "Literature" (not in "Historic Writings"), was 
published by the author eight years after the publication of the first book called Istoria 
războiului pentru întregirea României, 1916-1919. This edition was cared for and prefaced 
by I. Oprișan. 
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Brătianu, to ratify on the plains of Hungary the Great Union of all 
Romanians"18. 

As the enemy gave up the organization of defense on Tisza River, 
General Mărdărescu ordered switching to enemy pursuit so that in the first 
three days of August 1919 the Romanian army kept going forward 
continually destroying from the movement the enemy's resistance and 
fractioning their forces. 
King Ferdinand and Queen Maria on shore of the Tisza River19   

In the confrontation on the Tisza River (late July and up to August 
18) the Romanian army20 lost 123 officers and 6434 soldiers, of which 1760 
were dead (30 officers and 1,730 soldiers), 3206 were wounded 81 officers 
and 3125 soldiers) and 1573 missing (3 officers and 1570 soldiers). 

Advancing with determination into the Hungarian steppe, the 
Romanian army entered into Budapest on August 3, 1919. The first ones to 
penetrate into the city were the soldiers from the four cavalry squadrons of 
the 4th Brigade Roşiori Tecuci commanded by General Rusescu who 
exploited the success of the offensive. 

                                                
18 Constantin Kirițescu, Povestea sfântului nostru război, Ed. SAECULUM I.O., București, 
2018, pp. 306-307. 
19 https://cersipamantromanesc.wordpress.com. 
20 Petre Otu, România în primul război mondial-Marea Unire 1918,  p. 177. 
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About the Romanians' coming into Budapest, Constantin Kirițescu 
wrote: General Rusescu, commander of the avant-garde of cavalrymen, ....., 
in front of four hundred horsemen, entered the city of Budapest in the 
evening of August 3rd (1919). The next day, on August 4th, the Romanian 
army occupied Budapest and hoisted the Romanian flag on the Buda 
stronghold, the royal palace on shore of the Danube and all the city's most 
important buildings "21. 

 
Romanian cavalrymen on the Streets of Budapest (1919) 22 
 
The first large unit that entered Budapest was therefore the 4th 

Rosiori Brigade led by General Gheorghe Rusescu. The action was not 
agreed on by General Gheorghe Mărdărescu (Commander of the Command 
of the Transylvanian Troops) who entered Budapest, being followed by the 
great majority of troops, on August 4th.   

 

                                                
21 Constantin Kirițescu, Povestea sfântului nostru război, op.cit. p. 307. 
22 - foto: cersipamantromanesc.wordpress.com, taken from ro.wikipedia.org. 
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Romanian troops occupying Budapest, 191923 

Thus, the event became legendary after the news that the Romanian 
army had put the traditional Romanian peasant footwear, „opinca”, on the 
roof of parliament from Budapest, but that was indeed what happened: "... 
And our troops entered Budapest in early August 1919. The Hungarian 
Parliament Palace was guarded by a platoon of hunters. The chief of the 
guardsman from the main entrance was Sergeant Iordan, an Oltenian from 
Craiova, of average height, thin and very lively. Above the palace, Iordan 
saw the Hungarian flag fluttering in the wind, red-green-white. 

This did not upset him too much, but he did not like it, either ...  
Calling on corporal Bivolaru, they went up towards the clouds over 

Budapest and lowered the flag along the rope, straight at the half-mast, and 
then, taking the „opinca” of the corporal, he climbed like a bear cub and 
put it on, as a fur cap, on the head of the mast, leaving the laces to hang in 

                                                
23 - foto: ro.wikipedia.org. 
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the wind. And so there it fluttered a long time in the sky of Budapest, the 
Hungarian flag with a Romanian „opinca”  on it ... ”24. 

 
Romanian troops in front of Parliament from Budapest25 
 
With much talent and patriotism, Kirițescu very much praised the 

event, as follows: "Great and unforgettable in the history of the nation will 
be this day of August 4th, when the Romanian broke the chains of a 
thousand-year-old slavery, made the enemy kneel and he put his foot on his 
neck, right in his capital. It was the day that avenged all the sufferings and 
all the troubles of the war. Among all the allies, we were the only ones who 
managed to take over the capital city of the enemy. The French and the 
English failed to enter with their army as conquerors in Berlin, for the 
Germans, when they felt the ground under their feet shaking, rushed to 

                                                
24This episode, which has already entered into folklore, is a real one and here we 
reproduced its description made by General Marcel Olteanu, a former governor of Budapest 
during the Romanian occupation of Hungary, between August and November 1919. It 
originally appeared in his book „Huzarul negru”, 1926, and was taken over when the book 
was re-edited, the book written by General Gheorghe Mărdărescu: „Campania pentru 
desrobirea Ardealului şi ocuparea Budapestei”, 1922, by Marist Publishing House under 
the title „Campania pentru desrobirea Ardealului şi ocuparea Budapestei – şi alte 
mărturii”, 2010. 
25http://www.teoriisecrete.ro/cucerirea-budapestei-de-catre-armata-romana-memoriile-
generalului-rusescu/. 
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demand peace. Nor did the Italians manage to enter Vienna. But God has 
made us worthy, we, the humble and the oppressed people, to avenge 
vexation for so many centuries and end the cruel war, going in to force the 
enemy to see with his eyes that the times have changed ”26. 

In the following period, the Romanian troops cleaned the Hungarian 
territory, except for the Southwestern region. Following the requests from 
the new Hungarian administration to the Interim Military Supreme Council 
in Paris, Romania began the withdrawal of its army from Hungary on 3rd 
September 1919. 

The Romanian-Hungarian War of 1919 went on over a period of 
nine months. The Romanians lost 188 officers and 11,478 soldiers, of which 
69 officers and 3,601 soldiers were dead. 

The Romanian troops remained on the territory of Hungary until 
22nd November 1919, and between February 14th and March 28th, 1920, the 
entire territory of Hungary was evacuated by our troops who withdrew 
behind the border, established by the Peace Conference between Romania 
and Hungary. 

In the same note of patriotism, Kirițescu praised the victory of the 
Romanian army with nostalgia to our forerunners’ glorious martyrs:   

“The body of voivode Mihai was thrown on the Turda Plain, 
dastardly killed because he wanted to bring together all the Romanians. The 
martyrs, thrown in their forgotten graves, they who were impaled, crushed 
on the wheel, or torn in prisons, when the Romanian soldiers were passing 
through the streets of the Hungarian capital, with the music in their 
forefront and the flags unfolded. Glory to the God Almighty who gave 
Romanians the mind, bravery and patience to fulfill His will!”27. 

On 4th June 1920, the Treaty of Peace between Hungary and Allied 
Powers was signed at Trianon, in Versailles. Article 45 of the Treaty of 
Trianon stated: “Hungary renounces in favor of Romania to all rights and 
titles on the territories of the former Austro-Hungarian monarchy situated 
beyond the boundaries of Hungary as set out in Article 27, Part II, and 
recognizes them by the present treaty, or by any other treaties concluded, in 
order to regulate the current territories as being part of Romania”. 

                                                
26 Constantin Kirițescu, Povestea sfântului nostru război, op.cit., pp. 307-308. 
27 Ibidem, p. 308. 
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June 4, 1920: The Treaty of Trianon - 

Hungary recognized Transylvania as part of Romania 28 
 
Conclusions 
We can conclude that the generation of those years of great turmoil 

and transformation throughout Europe had been prepared to claim its rights 
and freedoms, with the clear conscience that there was a better fate and that 
it formed the true support of states and the instrument of their power. United 
Romania became reality and a success for which the Romanians fought both 
in the first line of the front and behind it, through propaganda and public 
diplomacy that went beyond the borders of the country. 

In the history of Romania, December 1st, 1918 remains "a day for all 
ages" as defined in those times, and Alba Iulia is still the city of the first 
political union of the Romanians under Mihai Viteazul, the place of Horea, 
Cloșca and Crișan’s martyrdom, and the altar of “the revival of the nation’s 
conscience of Romanians everywhere”29. 

The operations conducted by the Romanian army at the end of 
1918, from 1919 and early 1920, are part of the war of liberation and 
unifying the nation led by our people between 1916 and 1920. Although 

                                                
28 - photo – radioconstanta.ro. 
29 Emil Bădulescu, „1918–Anul împlinirii idealului naţional românesc. Consacrarea 
internaţională a unui drept istoric”, in Buletinul Academiei de Înalte Studii Militare, 
Bucureşti, Editura Academiei de Înalte Studii Militare, 1992, nr. 1, pp. 5–9. 
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on the European fronts the war ceased on 11 November 1918 when the 
Compiègne truce was signed, the Romanian people and its army had to 
struggle hard for more than a year to defend their national and 
territorial unity. 
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CONFLICT AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

Sebastian SÂRBU, PhD * 
 
 

Abstract. 
When classifying military conflicts, if we are to look beyond the balance of 

forces in the geopolitical and historic fields, no matter the nature and military 
means for carrying out wars (be they conventional or unconventional ones), the 
strategies being used, or the justifications employed by the world's centers of 
power, we can name and outline two main categories of wars, by using the method 
of reduction: 

- defensive wars, carried out according to national deterrence strategies, 
which are considered just wars; 

- wars of conquest, which are considered unjust wars. 
The latter category includes wars of economic disruption, interventionist 

wars (for various political reasons), ideological wars, economic wars, wars for the 
restauration of order and the rule of law, wars for imposing various interests, as 
well as for creating institutions and centers of power in a new administrative 
context under a new political leadership. 

Keywords: conflict, development, wars, geopolitics, geoeconomy, 
economic crisis, world wars, political values, crises, revolutions, cooperation. 

 

In the last centuries we encountered many ideological conflicts, 
many wars apparently illogical without a legal reason basis. 

There are military conflicts generated by: geopolitical reasons; 
geoeconomic space; ethnicity; popular riots; coups; severe economic crises 
leading to the deterioration of the rationality and political legitimacy of the 
agents of power; the need to solidify credibility, authority, and security by 
compensating the unbalances between developed and underdeveloped 
regions through force, leading to new power balances on the international 
stage; it is known that war can create as well as destroy civilizations, and 
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economic changes are the cause as well as the result of average and large 
scale armed conflicts, on the short run as well as on the long run. 

We can also name wars of national liberation, wars generated by 
local customs and anthropological considerations, cultural and religious 
wars, which assert state identity and independence. 

The German philosopher Fichte said that "war is holy when 
independence, the condition for culture, is threatened". In some countries 
there are constant conflicts between conservatives and progressives, 
traditionalists and reformers, moderates and radicals, running the risk of 
becoming isolated if radical ideas are triumphant or being considered 
fundamentalist if the opposite party prevails. 

Necessary wars have had an important role in the history of 
mankind. Seeing that right before the beginning of the first world war the 
German chancellor said that the Constitution was no more than a piece of 
paper, we can conclude that Erasmus of Rotterdam was right when saying 
that war is "collective madness" (a well-organized and directed one, we 
might add), having unpredictable consequences for future generations. The 
belief in the historical necessity of war is not, as many wrongly believe, 
unique to the German national-socialists. Taking into consideration the 
operationalization of the idea of aggression and the emergence of new 
political values, military conflicts and their effects have been defined and 
recorded, the consequence being the reconceptualization of war. Once war 
has been rationalized by ideological and pseudocultural means, world wars 
would enrich the art, science, theoretical experience, and military practices 
of carrying out war itself. 

The belief in the historical necessity of war, with its numerous 
aspects and dimensions, has nonetheless ancient roots in history; we shall 
consider only the most important events, what is strictly necessary for the 
current theoretical approach. 

As already mentioned, during global economic crises political 
rationality and political legitimacy deteriorate. At the same time there is a 
need for the consolidation of authority, credibility, and security in the 
context of an increasing global anomie. „Security activities can be 
organized on scientific/mathematical bases in order to provide a just 
interpretation of data and phenomena related to insecurity events and to 
create statistical models of the insecurity events, to make exact prognoses 
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and ensure security by making rapid and correct decisions”1. As such, it 
often happens that, when the quality of life decreases, when social order is 
subverted, when global anomy increases, not to mention financial insecurity 
or the moral crisis affecting social relations, authority, credibility, and 
responsibility (coming from statesmen and obviously from the institutions 
charged with ensuring social equilibrium by correctly fulfilling the 
obligations towards the community whose vital interests must be protected 
for a good management of financial resources and especially public funds) 
become more relevant. Bad management of resources, of needs of security 
and growth, of deficiencies in the development of various social and 
professional groups leads to conflicts between state and society, between 
individuals and society, or between various special or private interest groups 
whose supreme value is profit rather than long-term development. Loss of 
authority is associated with lower credibility with respect to people, 
institutions, statesmen, which decreases managerial ability with respect to 
implementing necessary reforms meant to ensure social balance, economic 
growth which increases human well-being, stability, and collective security, 
having as aim augmenting a country's defensive capabilities. Negation of 
authority is linked to economic, ideological, and moral crises, but such 
crises do not appear out of nothing. Revolutions and wars happen in the 
context of historical justifications espoused by society. According to certain 
scientists, crisis is a source of change as well as stability, and fluctuations 
are the foundation of any order. Revolutions and wars have had for 
secondary causes systemic crises which nowadays are mostly linked to the 
economic component, the one which dominates the structure of the system. 
We claim this due to the fact that economic crisis is the secondary cause of 
revolutions and wars. The essence of systemic crises is the erosion of 
authority, authority linked to collectively held political values, beliefs, 
convictions, and mindsets, to a nation's collective consciousness, its state of 
inertia and creativity, its morals, as well as innovation and reform. It has to 
be noted that all well-rooted social systems are threatened by the fact that 
peace can be assimilated to a state of inertia, and thus peace is but a well-
planned and directed moment of preparation for war, which is to change a 
country's political regime and lead to a redistribution of power following an 

                                                
1 Eugen Siteanu, The theory of security and insecurity (Part I), Annals series on military 
sciences, Volume 10, 2018, Issue 2, p. 50. 
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axiological equation in the social and political fields, which reasserts the 
truth of the idea expressed above. It has to be noted further that the state of 
social inertia is opposed to authority, reform, innovation, and individual 
creativity. It is apparently a vicious circle since any action requires and 
produces a reaction. As such, even if there is desire for changing the state of 
inertia, be it via a well-run information system or via the mobilization of the 
human resource, depending on the national strategy for development, there 
will always be forces associated with resistance, opposition, and reaction. 
The contrast between reality and the ideal values upon which political praxis 
rests launches real reform, and the opposition between various social forces, 
as well as the social and political confrontation itself, lead to synthesis, 
cooperation, and absolute social order. 

If we are to synthesize, ideologies, cultural systems, new doctrines 
and approaches, as well as management strategies centered on objectives 
and creation of alternative solutions are the cause for revolution, peace, and 
conflict, but also their effects. What we intend to prove is that any social 
conflict can be a cause for war as well as for a new direction of 
development. 

Favoring change in times of peace has to be done gradually, via 
structures of authority, control, and communication which are to eliminate 
institutional decision making and functional chaos proceeding from 
divisions between the rulers and the ruled. 

Slow but steady and pragmatic change via creative solutions and 
social and political innovations which are to overcome ideological 
dogmatism and temporary political interests, by the means of which the 
subordination of resources and social power to certain power structures is 
sought, cannot be an end in itself. It has to be noted that not only global, but 
also national economic crises, happen when: 

1) the information system is not functional; 
2) administration is either very centralized or weakened, or corrupt; 
3) the state is dependent upon internal or external financial subjects; 
4) shadow economy represents more than 5% of GDP, or there is a 

parallel financial system; 
5) work quality and efficiency decreases, ceasing to be sufficiently 

competitive, productive, and successful; 
6) monopolies control and divide national wealth; 
7) there is disloyal competition; 
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8) there is inflation; 
9) resources are wasted; 
10) there is no middle class; 
11) there is a lack of individual skills to face competition; 
12) there is no strategy for managing the nation's development in a 

unique and unitary way on the long run; 
13) the government does not provide the goods and services needed 

to protect its vulnerable citizens, and to encourage individual social and 
economic freedom; 

14) there is a moral crisis; 
15) there is axiological warfare; 
16) there is informational genocide. 
Beyond all these factors, the existence of a dangerous conflict 

between economic power, political power, and military power, has to be 
underlined. Prevailing corruption can also lead to social conflict and the 
dissolution of state authority. With this picture in head, we realize that 
without a solid economy in case of war, without a resilient, almost natural 
self-regulating economy, able to overcome successive structuring, 
restructuring, and destructuring cycles without state intervention, any 
country can find itself in a situation where it is not able to defend itself 
except for the case when it resorts to its last resource, the human resource; it 
is widely known that war or any threat mobilizes the psychological forces of 
human collectivities, creating a renewed solidarity and forcing people to 
understand and rise above tragic phenomena, since, as Hegel said that only 
war can shake society, making it aware of feel. 

It has to be remarked that during economic crises, which are 
associated with social, educational, and civic underdevelopment, democracy 
itself is threatened for historic experience shows that development is a 
condition for democracy and not the other way around. To that extent, 
authentic democracy is par excellence social as it involves the concept and 
practice of extended participatory management. At the basic level, people 
can be governed because they have passions, as political thinkers in ancient 
China said. The political wisdom which, socially and militarily, first takes 
into account security and defense, can be reduced to the following law: 
politics has to be the art of equilibrating forces in order to ensure steady 
change, conciliate opposing forces, and mobilize the masses. The necessary 
alternative is derived from this law: the masses themselves make those 
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unconventional revolutions in information, knowledge, creativity, and 
morality by the means of which multi-systemic security policy aiming to 
prevent risks concerning the safety and balance of the social system, 
institutions, individuals, and national defense is achieved with the help of 
perfected political instruments. Economy can deter the manifestation of this 
revolutionary spirit if ideological crises occur and spiritual resources are not 
valued, leading thus to the emergence of one-dimensional men. We can only 
hope that economic crises, war threats, any type of conflict, lack of 
confidence in pseudo-democracy and abstract political theory will challenge 
the peoples enough for them to generate moral self-determination of free 
human individuality, creating new attitudes by liberating superior 
consciousness and creative energies, and thereby fulfilling the purely human 
nature of society, to paraphrase the great German creator Richard Wagner. 
The way to peace is through the unification of the material and the spiritual, 
tradition and progress, religion and science, East and West. 

We should underline the fact that a society able to mobilize itself 
autonomously and voluntarily, by not disintegrating by virtue of lack of 
ideals or following overproduction, can maintain a state of civic 
consciousness, thereby creating an immune system leading to independence 
in an increasingly insecure and interdependent world. 
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UNMANNED UNDERWATER SYSTEMS –  
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PERSPECTIVE 
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Abstract: The accelerated development of autonomous systems within the 

defense industry raises a series of legal, ethical, political, operational and 
technological challenges. The concept of autonomy applied to military equipment 
and systems is fundamentally reflected in the options for complementarities 
between human operators and autonomous systems, on the one hand, but also on 
the diversity of existing military capabilities, depending on the specific 
technological development stages. 

Keywords: development, autonomous systems, challenges, military 
capabilities. 

 

Introduction 
The increasingly important role of artificial intelligence and the 

concept of autonomy in the design and realization of new military 
capabilities lead us to the need to adapt and reconfigure military operations 
at the doctrinal level. As intelligent robotic technologies and processing 
algorithms will increasingly occupy the field of military engagement, and 
network warfare begins to become a constant aspect of current conflicts, 
military decision-makers will need to be prepared to act and make decisions 
in a completely changed operational environment as compared to 15-20 
years ago. Computational engineering and software solutions will offer 
customized action variants to the military, with a much reduced response 
time, simplifying decision-making and providing an accelerated response to 
the opponent's initiatives. In addition, autonomous systems will be able to 
perform missions and tasks with greater accuracy and efficiency, while at 
the same time reducing the risks to military personnel.  
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These trends, regarding the development of intelligent unmanned 
systems within the military organization, offer both opportunities and 
challenges for combat forces, but also for military theory specialists. From a 
certain point of view, these equipments have the potential to be more 
precise, less risky and obvious than the use of troops in the field from a 
traditional perspective. The autonomy of robotic systems offers the 
operational advantage of actions in a hostile territory, where 
communications can be intercepted or intentionally cut off. As unmanned 
vehicles will have increased autonomy, human operators will have to move 
from an operator control model to an architecture based on the multi-control 
concept of several robotic systems1. The result of this paradigm shift at the 
conceptual and operational level will allow the military organization to 
deploy a greater number of military equipment in a high risk operations area 
but with superior destructive power. The transfer of military decision-
making sequences from the human operator to the autonomous systems will 
progressively lead to a higher spatial-temporal coordination, a larger amount 
of data processed in a very short time, a much greater reaction speed and an 
optimization of decision cycles. 

The concept of autonomy is analyzed in this research paper only 
from operational perspective, but moral and ethical considerations are not 
subject within this scientific article. The analysis of the concept of 
autonomy in this article rules out the aspect of morality or legality in 
connection with the use of robotic systems. 

 
1. Development of maritime autonomous systems as multiplier 

factor and functioning of operational profile in the naval doctrine 
We believe that information technology has a considerable impact on 

the planning and management of military operations at sea. This 
phenomenon is very visible when we analyze the concept of sea control. In 
this case, in the era of information, efforts to achieve sea control must be 
concerted from the beginning with actions to obtain informational 
superiority or block access to information for the opponent. Thus, this phase 
                                                
1 ALEOTTI J., CASELLI S., REGGIANI M., Leveraging on a Virtual Environment for 
Robot Programming by Demonstration, Robotics and Autonomous Systems 47/2 (2004), 
p.153. 
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becomes an integral part of the operational concept of obtaining or 
maintaining control of the sea. Maritime autonomous systems allow us to 
achieve informational superiority through the ability of this equipment to 
process data and provide action options, offering technical capabilities of 
collecting, processing and dissemination in a constant flow while at the 
same time redeeming enemy vulnerabilities or blocking access to critical 
information. From a certain perspective, we can make an analogy between 
getting control of the sea and controlling the information space.  

One of the main objectives of this scientific approach is to identify 
the proper means on how the capabilities of autonomous underwater 
systems can contribute to the definition and comprehension of a flexible, 
adaptable and mission-oriented structure of the Romanian Naval Forces for 
a near future time horizon. The approach we propose from this perspective 
starts from the realities of the Romanian Armed Forces structure at this 
moment, but also from the vision that we bring to interest on the 
complementary character of the new technologies, and for a more remote 
perspective the approach of the systems- of-systems (multi-level forces and 
means built into the concept of network-based warfare)2.  

The lethal armament systems are relatively simple to define and are 
widespread and known both from a theoretical and practical point of view. 
The addition of a supplementary component, autonomy, significantly 
complicates the way in which the issue of the use of autonomous military 
systems in the armed conflicts will be addressed in the future. From the 
point of view of the moral component of the war, the concept of autonomy 
applied to combat systems introduces two important components, namely: 
its own decision for military equipment and the ethical component, notions 
that did not exist until now. For a specialist in the automated robotic 
industry, the concept of autonomy refers to the delegation of some decision-
making sequences to robotic equipment that has been pre-programmed by 
the human operator. The autonomy of military systems for the execution of 
lethal actions refers to “the ability of systems to perform the attack on 

                                                
2 SEA-17B, Advanced Undersea Warfare Systems, Systems Engineering Analysis Capstone 
Report, June 2011. Naval Postgraduate School, pp.40-43 
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selected targets without being initiated or confirmed by the human operator, 
both for the target selection situation and for the execution of the attack”3. 

Current and future information management technologies will set 
footprint and cover not only the space of employment, physical (land, air or 
maritime), but also the information space - cyberspace. The existence and 
growth of the importance of the fourth dimension of the space will cause the 
conceptual boundaries of war to become blurred and unstable within a short 
period of time. As a consequence of this we will be able to see a 
condensation of the time factor in the future. This effect will occur as a 
result of the ability of robotic systems to collect, evaluate, use, transmit, and 
multimodal transfer large amounts of information at higher speeds and to 
multiple users. Underwater autonomous vehicles can develop multiple 
functionalities, being assimilated as diverse sources of information, but 
linked to each other and organized into ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance) architecture in support of Naval Task Force (TF) or Naval 
Task Group (TG). Finality is a much faster response time and a dynamic 
decision-making cycle tailored to the needs of the mission. The doctrinal 
transformations that autonomous robotic systems will impose on time and 
space will accelerate the rhythm of combat at sea. The forces that will win 
the fight in time and get the information superiority, as well as control over 
the opponent's reactions, will be in a position to execute the surprise of the 
enemy and therefore to have the initiative. From our perspective, 
information superiority will be one of the main operational level goals to 
gain the advantage of the battle rhythm and the freedom of maneuver in the 
engagement space.  

The technologies introduced by the autonomous systems and 
information technology will lead to a drastic reduction of the time allocated 
to the planning, preparation and conduct of military actions at sea or in joint 
operations. The information that commanders will have at their disposal for 
the management of naval battle groups at sea will be disseminated to 
subordinate units quickly and with greater accuracy and will be displayed 
using digital technology - via encrypted and video data transmissions. This 

                                                
3 FOSS, Michael,What are Autonomous Weapon Systems and What Ethical Issues do they 
Raise,2008, Conference Towards Autonomous Robotic Systems. Springer Berlin 
Heidelberg, p.3 
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information support will make available to naval task groups commanders 
the tools through which they can visualize the situation in the operating area 
and can process and transmit critical information in video format. The 
commander will have the ability to convey in an explicit manner his 
intention and CONOPS to all command levels. In our view, the application 
of the concept of war based on the network in the naval field has a number 
of advantages, the most important being the multiplication of the fighting 
power of our own forces. 

This power derives from superior processing of information, easy 
user access and dissemination speed, unlike the industrial era where combat 
power was given by the number of combatants and combat equipment. If the 
traditional elements of combat power, such as fire power or troop mobility, 
can be readily quantifiable, it is difficult to achieve in the determination of 
measurable indicators of combat power in the information spectrum. The 
problem of real determination of the fighting power is given by the 
existence of multiple immaterial factors, which cannot make it possible to 
be determined by measurement. In network-based warfare, excessive 
centralization leads to a reduction in the multiplier effect induced by 
information technology. In fact, the use of autonomous systems within a 
network-based architecture starts from the principle of multipolarity and 
decentralization of decision. Other factors that diminish the success of 
network operations in which we use autonomous underwater vehicles and 
information technology are the low level of training and understanding of 
the complex hiring environment by operators, the low level of competence 
of commanders in adapting to new specific conceptual developments of the 
IT field, as well as the reduced adaptation of the state to the rapid pace of 
processing and dissemination of information products. 

Planning and execution of anti-submarine warfare actions in the 
shallow waters, the situation specific to the area of responsibility of the 
Romanian Naval Forces at the Black Sea, should focus on two main 
elements: deterrence and neutralization of the diesel-electric submarines of 
the enemy on the transit routes, while protecting HVU's own, such as 
logistic support vessels, commercial ships or allied amphibious forces. Navy 
forces are conducting military actions at sea, in the area of responsibility, to 
ensure freedom of navigation and access to international waters and to 
discourage any threat to sea lines of communications (SLOC). From the 
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perspective of ASW's challenge of fighting in the narrow seas, it becomes a 
critical and immediate need to build and maintain effective ASW 
capabilities either by upgrading or replacing existing ones, or by building a 
hybrid between existing platforms (ships, aircrafts) and modern, 
autonomous or semi-autonomous means (underwater vehicles, fast surface 
vessels, etc.). These actions allow the Naval Forces to further ensure success 
in protecting their own forces and maintain SLOC free and safe for 
navigation. 

In our view, autonomous systems will not be able to replace 
traditional naval platforms over a time horizon of 10-15 years. As we have 
seen in the evolution of military technology, the emergence of equipment 
such as airplanes, tanks, or steam-powered combat ships did not replace 
combat forces, but reconfigured military actions and subsequent strategies, 
doctrines and tactics to develop military action. In a globalized world where 
technological achievements in the civil sphere have a higher velocity of 
development than those in the military industry, characterized by 
bureaucracy and a chronophagous decision-making cycle, military 
specialists responsible for the procurement of military equipment will have 
to make quick decisions from the point of view of the adaptability and 
compatibility of robotic systems in the civilian-military field. 

 
2. The operational design of using autonomous underwater 

vehicles in support of antisubmarine warfare for shallow waters 
Worldwide, among countries with maritime military capabilities, 

there is a particular interest in reducing the costs associated with underwater 
warfare in the two main directions: anti-submarine warfare (ASW) and the 
naval mine warfare (MW). Lately, the concept of using unmanned 
underwater vehicles (UUVs) for both domains, ASW and MW, marks an 
accelerated development both at conceptual and practically-applicative 
level. 

For a long time, the missions of searching, discovering, identifying, 
classifying and neutralizing enemy submarines consisted of routine, 
laborious, long-term actions, and with a very high effort on the part of 
specialized vessels and aircraft, with a high rate of crew exhaustion, 
especially due to the large amount of information to be processed, of the 
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limited information processing equipment, correlated with the rapid data 
outer limits. 

The framework of the antisubmarine actions manages to best 
encompass both the operational art and the scientific side of the problem. It 
is science because ASW is structured, systematically, based on scientific 
research and validated theories, and is largely accomplished by repetitive 
and iterative actions. In addition, the amount of knowledge, equipment and 
level of training required to conduct activities in the underwater 
environment must be taken into account. Equally, the ASW field is also 
characterized by military operational art because, despite the existence of 
numerous sets of procedures, techniques and fighting tactics, the issue of 
antisubmarine warfare can also be seen as an unexpected play, in addition to 
the unpredictability of factors environment.  

Autonomous systems, whose rapid development and widespread use, 
both in the military and in the civil spheres, have been able to bring added 
efficiency and make the issue of the fight against the submarine a less 
dangerous and less redundant for human operators. Within this scientific 
approach, we believe that it is necessary to develop conceptually a model 
for the organization and use of autonomous underwater systems that 
respond to the following set of requirements: 

• How can we integrate the UUV architecture concept into the 
organic of a surface task group (TF or TG) and what are the principles 
under which we can ensure its antisubmarine protection by reducing the 
human operator's effort? 

• For what assignments can we exclusively allocate UUV equipment, 
and what is the degree of autonomy in their decision-making process, so 
that we are more efficient compared to human operators? 

• How can we determine and quantify the superior characteristics of 
robotic systems as compared to classical ones? 

The concept of architecture refers to the structure and components 
that make up a system, the relationships of interdependence between the 
structural elements, but also the principles and rules governing their design 
and the operation of the system as a whole in time. The necessity of defining 
an architectural concept of UUV use is to develop and use the network 
centric warfare, the use of military equipment with a high level of 
information technology, the need to interconnect systems used in combat, 
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interoperability and functional optimization to carry out the missions. For 
these reasons, we appreciate that the war of the future will be one of the 
integrated military systems, and the operational architecture will have an 
increasingly important role, which is the key to success in terms of 
integration and interoperability. 

In any architectural design we design the use of UUV, it will have to 
follow the C4ISR typology. Starting from the capacity of underwater 
autonomous systems to be versatile, these equipments can be autonomous 
mini-submarines, explosive cargo carriers and underwater transport or 
immersion robots. Concurrently with the development of artificial 
intelligence and technology, UUVs will have an increasingly important role 
in maritime operations and will act as a multiplier of maritime forces. 

From an operational perspective, the representation of the TU-UUV 
concept includes the combat missions, the combat environment and the 
capabilities necessary to achieve the military purpose and objectives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Conceptual operational level representation 
The main objective of the antisubmarine warfare is to prevent and 

prohibit the use of enemy submarines in the maritime area of interest. 
Antisubmarine Warfare (ASW) is a component of underwater warfare and 
includes a mix of platforms such as surface ships, helicopters, patrol marine 
aviation, and submarines. All these means have the mission of discovering, 
pursuing, classifying, neutralizing or destroying the enemy's submarines. 
The principal development direction in this area is the increasing use of 
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autonomous underwater systems. In order to understand the advantages of 
UUV use and proposed models, it is important to understand the character 
of the antisubmarine actions. For this, we have analyzed the main concepts, 
processes, platforms and environmental factors that fundamentally 
determine the ASW directions in shallow waters areas. 

The anti-submarine warfare in the littoral waters is complex and can 
be hampered by high commercial traffic, but also by environmental factors 
specific to shallow water area. Banning the intrusion of the enemy's 
submarines and neutralizing the secret of their insidious actions is difficult 
to accomplish, compared with the anti-submarine missions in the blue water 
areas. From the perspective of the complexity and the lack of predictability 
of the environmental factors in the coastal zones as well as the high level of 
the acoustic signals in the littoral areas, the ASW-specific classical methods 
and procedures are not very effective for the shallow waters. High acoustic 
interference and low acoustic wave propagation in seaside waters affect the 
efficiency of underwater acoustic sensors. Therefore, from the analysis of 
the specificity of the environmental factors, it is necessary to identify and 
use complementary ASW capabilities. The introduction of autonomous 
underwater systems and a new technology for antisubmarine warfare leads 
to an integrated and comprehensive approach to the maritime combat area4. 

The capabilities and requirements for UUV use in combat are 
analyzed from a dual perspective, the functional approach and the one 
resulting from the specifications of the operational requirements, the point 
of interest being the identification of an optimum on the needs of this 
complex analytical framework. From the analysis of operational 
requirements, we identified the following indicators on the efficiency of 
UUV use: Ability to cause damages; Ability to act in a hostile environment; 
Availability; Efficiency of sensors; Mobility; Autonomy; Interoperability; 
Transport capacity; Possibility of redistribution. 

Modeling through the symbolic representation of redefining reality 
corresponds symbolically to a concise formula of relevant or critical 

                                                
4 Naval Doctrine Command, Littoral anti-submarine warfare concept, Norfolk, VA, 1998. 
[Online], available at: http://fas.org/man/dod-101/sys/ship/docs/aswcncpt.htm#Littoral. 
Accesed on 24.12. 2018. 
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elements for a particular process or system. The military system, and more 
specifically the field of planning and conducting military operations, is a 
real system but cannot be represented by equations, mathematical formulas, 
laws of physics, etc., characterized by complex dynamic actions, and the 
simulated model is invariant an artificial one. Typically, such models bear 
the name of generative systems, and are based on the use of artificial agents 
in the virtual environment of the computer5. Modeling and agent-based 
simulation is a new way to implement concepts within complex systems, 
such as military operations. These simulations are critical in assuring 
decision makers' support in CONOPS validation or for different sequences 
in the planning process. Following these modeling, the optimal structure of 
forces, the efficient use of sensors and weapons, the validation of new 
doctrinal concepts or the introduction of new combat tactics can be 
determined. In this area, the most known and applied tools include 
computational mathematical systems such as: MATLAB, PYTHON, 
AnyLogic, NetLogo, Pythagoras and MANA (Map Aware Non-Uniform 
Automata)6.  

Autonomy and operational profile play an important role in 
configuring autonomous systems and provide support for modeling the 
interaction between the multiple factors under consideration. Modeling and 
simulating program is particularly useful because it operates with critical 
indicators for combat actions such as the ability to act in secret, the 
characteristics of the sensors and weapon systems, the possibilities offered 
by the communication systems. Another important aspect of this software is 
the modeling ability according to the intentions and tactical profile of the 
operator. This aspect is relevant from the point of view of introducing 
elements related to the development of fighting actions and the way of 
moving from a static tactical situation to a dynamic one. The simulation of 

                                                
5 AXTELL, R.., Why Agents? On the Varied Motivations for Agent Computing in the Social 
Sciences, Center on Social and Economic Dynamics, Working Paper No. 17, 2000, pp. 88-
91. 
6 MACALAND, C. and NORTH, M., Tutorial on agent-based modelling and simulation, J. 
Simulation, vol. 4, no. 3, 2010, pp. 151–158. 
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combat forces cannot be modeled in a fully predictable manner. The 
operational situation and the tactical conditions will always require the 
movement and the action of the forces at sea, so that the success or failure 
of the simulation will have to be taken under the specter of reserve on the 
particular evolution of certain parameters. 

From the point of view of the warfare actions, we can integrate how 
the relationships between input and output data are interdependent with the 
structure of the TU-UUV concept.  

As a result, we believe that the use of the TU-UUV concept for the 
accomplishment of the ASW missions has to comply with the above-
mentioned typology, having as its core the principle of design centered on 
data and information. At this stage, we appreciate that the presented 
architectural models can achieve the collaborative and comprehensive ASW 
function, thus providing the best premises for operating autonomous 
systems. The entry into operation of autonomous underwater vehicles brings 
important changes to the concepts, principles and doctrines of the naval 
warfare. Developing a concept of using autonomous systems creates for the 
Navy the prerequisites for diversifying the capabilities available as well as 
extending the range of missions that can be executed. Planning and 
conducting the antisubmarine warfare with modern capabilities should start 
from the analysis of the challenges of the future and the understanding of 
the operational limitations of the classical systems. 

From the perspective of the challenges faced by the Romanian Navy, 
regarding the need for modernization and adaptation to the new 
technologies in the field of naval warfare, we consider that a complex 
system analysis is required, starting from the correlation of the fundamental 
aim, the detailed objectives and tasks specific to the missions defined by the 
national military strategy and the doctrine of the Naval Forces. All this must 
be in line with the current level of military capabilities development, but 
also with the prospect of assimilating new technologies from an integrated 
and collaborative vision at the level of the North Atlantic Alliance. 
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 From the analysis of the multiple organizational transformations of 
military systems within NATO, as well as from the study of the mechanisms 
for substantiating the processes of endowment of allied naval forces, we can 
state that the entire procurement cycle is designed to facilitate a much faster 
refurbishment of existing capabilities. Achieving a modular design on the 
architecture of the mission-operational-research, development-production 
and acquisition profile is the foundation of a new approach to the strategy 
for defining military equipment needs. 

In our view, for a medium time horizon (10-15 years), it is difficult 
to achieve a total replacement of existing capabilities at the moment in the 
Naval Forces or to carry out upgrade work on existing ships and to 
considerably improve performance, taking into account constructive and 
design constraints and limitations. We therefore propose to increase the 
interoperability of existing platforms and to carry out the missions 
undertaken by them by developing the concept of complementarities of the 
autonomous systems. The proposed concept for analysis and 
implementation aims at capitalizing the technological advances of robotic 
systems and easy operation on board ships, aircrafts or land, for a huge 
number of missions and environments of the tactical field. 

From our point of view, the main arguments for using autonomous 
underwater systems in the area of operations should become a priority axis 
of interest for the Romanian Navy, including the following: 

I.The character of the force multiplier factor. 
The use of autonomous robotic systems in military actions has the 

effect of reducing the human force involvement for the same types of 
missions, but also the possibility that a single human operator can execute 
through the autonomous systems of previously executed actions by a larger 
number of operators or combatants. Multiplier factor includes a series of 
quantifiable, measurable elements that refer to: 

• Extending the operational range of surface vessels or submarines 
using unmanned underwater systems for the antisubmarine warfare specific 
field; 

• Ability of autonomous systems to be more robust and reliable in 
the underwater environment influenced by sea level, visibility, density, 
salinity, water temperature; 
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• High endurance threshold compared to human operators in terms of 
factors such as fatigue, routine, formalism of performing operations, lack of 
orientation in the underwater environment, 

• Ability of autonomous systems to move and act secretly at great 
distances from the launch platform and to collect and transmit information 
from maritime areas where surface ships or own submarines cannot act; 

• A group of autonomous undersea units can achieve a more efficient 
execution of mine counter measures missions, for instance, it can cover 
much better and in a much shorter time an area for the mines search. 
Realizing cooperation between unmanned vehicles means requires a flexible 
vision and good coordination, reorganization according to mission specific 
and dynamic positions, with a minimal incidence of the human factor, but at 
the same time able to respond to the environmental challenges of the 
maritime area changes or changes resulting from adjustments to the 
objectives of the mission. This capability is strictly limited by the operating 
conditions of the communications systems in the submarine environment 
(characterized by factors such as acoustic wave dispersion, attenuation and 
bandwidth). 

II. Reduction of the risks to the life of combatants by introducing 
autonomous robotic systems into the operating area; 

III. Autonomous underwater vehicles (AUVs) have the potential to 
improve the performance of existing capabilities in the area of anti-
submarine combat in shallow waters area. These systems have also been 
used in World War II military operations, but this equipment has recently 
shown a particular interest from several countries in terms of superior 
operational capabilities compared to traditional naval platforms. 

 
Conclusions 
Considering the directions studied, the arguments, the observations 

and the conclusions drawn of this article, we consider to issue a series of 
proposals regarding the reconfiguration of the military actions of the Naval 
Forces through the use of autonomous underwater systems. We can say that 
technological progress has changed the paradigm of warfare. The way we 
understand maximizing technological evolution at one point gives us the 
strategic ability to plan victories. 

Another proposal would be for the Romanian Navy to focus on 
adapting existing capabilities to meet new challenges or to develop new 
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capabilities to meet the full range of specific missions, given the challenges 
of the future in terms of space underwater warfare. The new concept of 
using underwater autonomous equipment should be conceived on a modular 
approach and multi-mission theory, in close correlation with the threats in 
the area of responsibility – naval mines, force protection, anti-terrorist 
actions, maritime surveillance, surface combat actions, or anti-submarine 
warfare in areas with shallow waters (as the case is with the Romanian 
littoral area). 

This article has identified the concepts and tools by which the 
Romanian Navy can improve its maritime activities for the execution of 
specific missions by using autonomous systems with implications in the 
underwater environment, the sea surface and the airspace adjacent to the 
area of responsibility. Practically, we have tried to emphasize the role of the 
force multiplier that these systems can provide. 
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Abstract 
The security crisis, in its most serious aspects - such as the imminence of a 

war, a territorial invasion, immediate threats to sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, imminent threats before and/or after natural disasters, attacks and 
vulnerabilities on the national energy resource, critical infrastructure, direct 
attacks on the intrinsic symbols and values of Romania, traditions and history - 
requires an integrated effort of systematic planning, management and 
communication on the major moments of the Romanian society and nation, to 
which both the political and the military, formal and informal civil society leaders, 
the media, social groups and simple citizens have to respond. 

 

Systemic inadequacies in addressing the security crisis 

The security problems of modern states today represent a set of 
phenomena and actions under the broad concept of extended security as 
used by Romanian President, Klaus Iohannis, in the presentation in 
Parliament in July, 2015, of the ”National Defense Strategy for the period 
2015- 2019”1. All nations face dangers, threats and vulnerabilities, which 
call for more complex countermeasures today than in the past centuries, for 
reasons of unprecedented dynamics of changes in the international arena, 
both in terms of national or private capital movements, as well as that of the 
dangers raised by the magnitude of globalization to the ability of nations to 
defend themselves, or to respond to the aggressions or asymmetric threats 
subsumed to international terrorism. 

The imperative of unitary action in the management of the moments 
of maximum security tension strikes hard on institutional, behavioral and 

                                                
* Carol I National Defense University, Bucharest 
1 http://www.presidency.ro/files/userfiles/Strategia_Nationala_de_Aparare_a_Tarii_1.pdf, 
22.07.2016, 12,32 
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actionable forces, which are equally responsible for the politicians, the 
military, the leaders in the press and/or the civil society, in the public 
actions of positioning, self-knowledge and self-referential promotion. 

We could remark here an inconvenient paradox regarding the ability 
of political and/or military systems to accept unitary coordination, both in 
peacetime and during various periods of crisis, escalating threats to the 
national territory, or taking measures to counteract hazards or risks, as they 
are reflected in the new concept of extended security launched by the 
”National Defense Strategy for the period 2015-2019”. Thus, although the 
political and military institutions hold conceptual and formal structures, 
communication and rapid reaction, few steps have been taken in the 
practical application of integrated communication concepts in specific given 
situations. Despite the fact that human, logistic, financial and high-tech 
resources are allocated annually for the creation, planning and 
operationalization of communication directions in the political and military 
areas, the agendas of political and military entities are often disparate, 
fragmented, targeted to audiences of particular interest or who manifest 
themselves in favor of mutual hostility. The outcome? The impossibility of 
achieving convergent, unitary and integrated communication for the 
management, settlement and/or overcoming of security crises at national 
level. 

The lack of an adequate, unitary and integrative methodology, based 
on the lack of interest of the political and military entities to meet in applied 
communication research teams, with dedicated civil and entrepreneurial 
support - the academic area and the new technologies (IT, 
telecommunication, online communication, etc.) has created and will create 
confusion, uncertainty, uncertainty, disbelief and disengagement of national 
public opinion, confronted with decisions of politicians and soldiers in 
security crises. 

The lack of a unitary communicative and actionable framework leads 
to the emergence of the crisis, the inability to respond adequately, efficiently 
and proactively to the situation outlined above. 

Crisis management remains the most important challenge for 
governments in the modern world. In the absence of a traditional magnitude 
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war declared as such and triggered by state actors against other state actors, 
tense events, asymmetric aggressions, diplomatic bottlenecks, improbable or 
bellicose circumstances, the past ten years have set up a crisis and 
management map than a history of contemporary international relations in 
the European and Euro-Atlantic area. 

 
Security crisis. Definitions, limitations, comparative approaches 
The North Atlantic (NATO) organization sums up the crisis to this 

description: « a situation manifested at national or international level, 
characterized by the existence of a threat to the values, interests or the main 
goals of those interested»2. (George C. Marshall European Center for 
Security Studies: Conflict Prevention and Management of Crisis and 
Conflict). 

The European Union, faced with complex geopolitical situations, 
attempted to clarify the term crisis of security in the EU Crisis Response 
Capability document of International Crisis Group Report No. 2, 2001: “The 
reference to preconflict situations is a limiting one, for which reason 
European decision-makers found it equally important to manage the crisis 
both at the time of the crisis, but also in its development and return to the 
original status quo. Preconflict-conflict-postconflict seems to be the exact 
circumstance of the full period of crisis, given that crisis management 
occurs in a volatile, non-war environment, and is the responsibility of the 
political decision-maker, not the military commander”3.  

With the terrorist attacks in New York and Washington on 
September 11, 2001, the term "crisis" finally emerged from the paradigm of 
classical wars, inter-state conflicts. The new wars, with the new-old actors 
involved - non-state privatized entities, isolated groups of insurgency and 
regional or international terrorism - have crushed the world and Europe for 
decades, without a paradigm shift in the doctrinal level for full 
reconsideration of the response capacity. Moreover, after the “Peace of 
Westphalia” (1648), armed conflicts, though circumscribed to the 
                                                
2 (George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies: Conflict Prevention and 
Management of Crisis and Conflict) 
3 Crisis Reponse Capability, in International Crisis Group Report no.2, 2001 
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imperatives of defending statehood and nationalities, often took the shape of 
private interest and investment. Terrorist networks, mercenaries, parastatal 
actors who struggle with each other, but also struggle against nations, have 
maintained a seemingly peaceful state for tens and hundreds of years, for it 
is obvious that the world is not developing peacefully, almost anywhere on 
the planet. The black and white binary, war-versus-peace judgment proved 
to be simplistic and limitative, knowing that as such, in pure state, these two 
realities are not met in history. War and peace are fluid realities, when they 
were prefaced by war declarations, and then by peace talks. 

In 1969, Charles Herman considered the crisis a “situation that: 1) 
threatens high priority objectives for decision-making; 2) reduces the time 
available for a response before the situation is changed; 3) when it occurs, 
it surprises the members of the decision unit”4. 

In 1982, Karl Deutsch W. postulated four major features of the 
crisis: event, decision, threat5 and time.6. Both Deutsch and Herman 
considered that the four characteristics can definitively explain the term 
crisis, although new realities, along with the diversification of transnational 
actors, include far subtler and far more dangerous relationships, with 
unexpected and difficult predictable developments and reactions. 

The United States addresses the term of crisis from the perspective 
of its own national defense strategy as "an incident or situation involving a 
threat to the United States of America, its territories, citizens, military 
forces, possessions or vital US interests, which develops rapidly and creates 
conditions of such diplomatic, economic, political or military importance 
that it derails the engagement of the US Armed Forces and resources to 
achieve the national goals". 

In France, the crisis is determined by “a situation in which 
individuals, groups and / or institutions disagree with social norms, rules 

                                                
4 Crisis in Foreign Policy. A Simulation Analysis, Indianapolis, 1969 
5 US Department of Defense, Joint Publication 1-02 Dod Dictionalry of Military an 
Associated Terms, 2004 
6 Crisis Decision-Making the Information Approach, 1982 
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and values and organize themselves so as to alter the existing social 
order”7. 

In Romania, the crisis situation is defined as: “the evolving phase of 
a society, marked by major difficulties arising from the occurrence of a 
national/international event(s) or threats, risks and vulnerabilities 
regarding the values, interests and needs of the actors involved, imposing 
urgent and effective solutions to eliminate the causes and return to 
normality. The consequences of a crisis situation can be manifested by: 
interruption/impairment of political, social, economic or other activity; 
endangering citizens or factories, exposure to major security risks to the 
population or to a community; regional propagation of the effects of the 
crisis, with concrete impact on the security, objectives and strategic 
interests of the state”8. 

Sociologically, the crisis can be defined by Catalin Zamfir’s 
assessment as “a period in the dynamics of a system in which the 
accentuated accumulation of difficulties and the conflicting expression of 
tensions make its normal functioning difficult, causing strong pressure for 
change. The crisis is the manifestation of temporary or chronic difficulties 
in organizing a system, expressing its inability to function in the existing 
way. The exit from the crisis is done either through the structural change of 
the system or through important adaptive changes of its structure”9.  

The difficulty of defining crises comes from their adaptive nature, 
depending on “the intensity with which the conflicts and the crisis have 
manifested, the type of actors involved, the nature of the object in dispute, 
the aim pursued and, last but not least, the consequences it has 
generated”10. 

                                                
7 J. Bremond, Geledan, Dictionnaire economique et social, Ed. Hatier, Paris, 1990 
8 Ghidul Strategiei Naţionale de Apărare a Ţării pentru perioada 2015-2019, 2015, 
www.presidency.ro 
9 Criză. In Dictionar de sociologie, coord. Cătălin Zamfir şi Lazăr Vlasceanu, Editura 
Babel, 1998 
10 Teodor Frunzeti, Dorel Buşe, Politici şi instituţii de securitate, Editura UNAp, Bucureşti, 
2010, p.15 
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Different types of conflicts, be they economic, or geostrategic, are 
generating different types of crisis, “depending on the communities in which 
they occur and, consequently, on the perceptions that these communities 
have on the conflict and the crisis”11. 

Some voices appreciate that the emergence of conflicts and, 
implicitly, crises, produce the following typologies: “interstate conflicts 
that involve two or more states; extra-system armed conflicts that occur 
when faced outside a space by a state with a group of non-state actors such 
as colonial wars; international armed conflict when faced with state-owned 
government forces with paramilitary grouping supported by other states; 
purely internal armed conflict”12. 

As international relations gained increasing influence and 
legitimacy, the risks of reaching an open inter-state conflict diminished. 
After World War II – because of the deregulation of the economies, 
following the conflagration, and the significant changes in capital markets, 
which show a specific sensitivity to any kind of conflict and crisis - the 
great nations realized that the wars, beyond the position of power, through 
statements of patriotism and interest, jeopardize the very economic 
development of industrialized countries through the human and material 
losses they cause, whether they lose or win the war or the conflict in which 
they are engaged. From the concept of ”total warfare”, by which a nation or 
a bloc of allied nations demanded the surrender or surrender of the opponent 
both territorially and economically, the new international circumstances 
redrawn as a result of the phenomena of globalization - in which the 
commercial, private and the emergence of capital markets generated the 
appearance of actors who were openly competing and also deliberately 
preventing states from imposing their influence - the nineteenth century 
forever reset the appetite of states for wars, of course those wars in which 
they are not directly involved. Accepting the demarcation made by Ilie 
Bădescu between the different stages of conflict development - from the 
dynastic conflict, between the monarchs, the conflict of the peoples, 

                                                
11Ibidem, p.16  
12 Small, Melvin, J. David Singer, Resort to Arms: International and Civil Wars, 1816 – 
1980, Beverly Hills, CA, SAGE 1982 
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between the nations, passing through the ideological conflict communism, 
fascism, liberalism and ending with the internationalization of conflicts as a 
result of deep interconnections globalization products - the contemporary 
phase of conflict leads to the emergence of "logistic warfare". It has at hand 
a “logistic weapon, aimed at shattering the resistance of a whole people, 
without attacking the armed forces, without bullets, by attacking 
institutions, symbols, visions, religion, mythology, the way of being an entire 
people. The effect of humiliation is huge, the perplexity is total and 
generalized, the paralysis of the soul is also generalized, hence the 
generalized logistics weapon”13.  

The twentieth-century nations were prone after their two world wars 
to regulate their influence and interests by engaging in low-intensity 
conflicts, and making the international fragile balance a screen to conceal 
their true intentions of economic hegemony and capital. Faced with the 
emergence of non-state forces with sectarian and anti-Western goals, the 
twentieth-century states have sought out various forms of security solidarity. 

International terrorism, perhaps the most pernicious phenomenon 
resulting precisely from the hegemonic, bellicose and lasting geopolitical 
behavior of the great powers of imposing itself on the international scene 
over the last two hundred years, is the direct result of the greed and the thirst 
for power of the richest and most influential nations of the planet. Taking 
full advantage of the process of globalization, unprecedented expansion and 
access to new technologies, terrorists - in groups, soldiers or retailers - hit 
major nations with their own weapons: trade and free movement, 
unhindered access to today's communication technologies, the 
mainstreaming of human, women, family and child rights. 

As a result, the 21st century will, by far, be responsible for 
internationally agglutinating mechanisms to increase the ability to 
counteract conflicts and asymmetric attacks by crucially accessing the 
resources of solidarity, cooperation and co-operation of all the world's 
states, against the unseen enemy here, near me and near you, at home, on 
the street, in your city and your country. The role of communication, the 

                                                
13 Tratat de geopolitică, Editura Mica Valahie, Bucureşti, 2004 
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media-consumer relationship with the media, public relations between 
institutions, authorities and citizens is the quest and battle front for finding 
solutions to prevent/anticipate, manage and resolve crises. 
 

Crisis from a military perspective 
Militaries consider the crisis to be related to conflict and war but also 

to the conflict itself. This happens just because, for some, the crisis is “a 
dysfunctionality within an existential, systemic normality, or on the contrary 
- a catastrophic state, a point of inflection of a fatal process”14. 

Military theory defines the crisis as an intermediate stage between 
peace and war, or the result of the accumulation in time of disorganized 
processes and the generation of perverse social processes that destroy or 
break the links between the three functions of the nation and produce 
tensions and social conflicts. Sociologist Lucian Culda believes that “a 
social crisis becomes a state of crisis of the nation, in the conditions in 
which the actions and behaviors of the political decision makers make the 
situation of people insecure, so that the public management processes can 
no longer be functional”15. 

Communicators basically regard the crisis from a relational 
perspective, without giving it a negative connotation. Henri Wad believes 
that “the crisis is a constituent factor in the genesis and development of man 
and culture”16. Furthermore, Peter Bruck believes that the jolt of media 
shows and dramatizes the journalists to offer distorted information to the 
public to turn them into crises, which they cover without criticizing them. 
“This dangerous game of media refraction of reality in attractive and 
perfectly plausible virtual realities deploys the media consumer in the 
immediate reality and carries it into a meta-reality, weighted by rating and 
advertising quotas, and raises new obstacles to understanding the crisis, the 
role and the stake of communication. Insidious communication techniques 

                                                
14 Teodor Frunzeti, Dorel Buşe, Politici şi instituţii de securitate, Editura UNAp, Bucureşti, 
2010, p.23 
15 Lucian Culda, Devenirea oamenilor in procesualitatea socială, Editura Licorna, 
Bucuresti, 1997 
16 Henri Wad, Hommo Loquens, Editura Hasafer, Bucureşti, 2001 



 
 
 
 
 
Claudiu SĂFTOIU, PhD candidate 

 
144

often succeed in creating the appearance of a crisis, whether political, 
military, economic or social. The paradox of the enterprise in question is 
that, as new media mechanisms come into play, the appearance of the crisis 
becomes a fact in itself and claims its real crisis status. The game of 
perceptions through the media leads to the creation of a new type of truth, 
reality: the truth of television, the reality of the press”17. 

If, in the terms of communication science, conflict is nothing more 
than a form of communication, such as cooperation, it is obvious that a more 
complex form of communication is needed to resolve the conflict. 
Communicative failures responsible for triggering conflicts or crises are 
required to be managed through integrative and consonant mechanisms so 
that the resolution of the conflict or the crisis can be achieved. 

 
Media induced crises 
A vital area of knowledge is the knowledge of the media 

phenomenon. Mass media, its role in triggering, sometimes generating and 
amplifying crises, is one of the most important operating tools in crisis 
management situations. Permanent monitoring of media institutions that can 
propagate and sustain social tensions, attack national values and symbols, 
launch biased opinion polls, or coincide false, unverified information on 
topics of national interest. All press can be a real support by publishing 
analyses and indicators on the degradation of some situations, at the attitude 
of some external actors about the country or a specific area, the resumption 
of a revisionist discourse, revenge, measures taken by international bodies, 
information with regard to paramilitary or terrorist groups, the detection of 
the existence of organized crime networks. 

Press is a splinter of opportunities and transparency, but also the 
place where a crisis can be triggered, then be propagated through the new 
media tool, and transmitted to the consumer with the validation of sources 
as a factual fact. The informational warfare, mass influence operations, 
psychological operations (psyops) employing overwhelming institutions and 
                                                
17 Peter Bruck, Crisis as Spectacle: Tabloid News and Politics of Outrage, în vol Media 
Crisis and Democracy. Mass Communication and the Disruption of Social Order, Sage 
Publications, Londra, Thousand Oaks, New Delhi, 1995 
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press media in numbers and credibility are the challenges that a national 
security system has to face. 

Media crises are induced and generated by internal and external 
factors and are based on the fact that it engenders the emotional level of 
perception, taking advantage of the fact that there are few witnesses to the 
event they are real spectators and consequently controls the messages and 
builds them in a regime its own arrangement. Of all types of crises, media 
crises are the most likely to be obscured and trigger unpredictable and 
unmanageable effects. As a consequence, perceptual issues are the most 
important elements to be addressed by crisis management in the field of 
media crises. A well-known postulate in successfully managing crises 
sounds like this: “To admit that you are facing a crisis means taking the 
justified steps to remedy the situation, being seen taking them and heard by 
saying the right words”18. 
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ROMANIAN DEMOGRAPHY  
- REVIEW AND STRATEGIC LANDMARKS  

OF ITS EVOLUTION IN THE YEARS TO COME 
 

Sebastian SÂRBU, PhD* 
 
 

Abstract: The paper presents a scientific study of those factors influencing 
the demographic dynamics, featuring comparative data regarding the demographic 
evolution with respect to the key fields of the society that might reinforce the 
conceptualization of a strategy meant to control and confine the national growth 
risks. Demography itself is approached as a part of national security, systemically 
integrated in the general social – economic bundled dynamics as a whole. The 
arguments concerning the abatement of the demographic deficit are delivered 
together with solutions of a possible strategy dedicated to this issue and customized 
by using the scientific instruments in the field. 

Keywords: Romanian demography, evolution, strategic landmarks, 
review, risks. 

 

Demography is rated as national priority together with education 

and health, demography being a must to be included in a strategy the 
Romanian State should abide to, the demographic deficit being rated as a 
major risk to both security and national development. 

The idea that, generally speaking, population growth is toxic for the 
life standard is completely wrong as nowadays, at this moment, the 
population density in Romania amounts to under 90 residents / km2, 
while in England the rate is 244 residents/km2 and in Israel it reaches 
the value of 350 residents / km2. England, about the same size of Romania, 
has a population of 60 million. A massive population might entice strategic 
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investments from another level, having a national retail and recruit market 
pool showing signs of growth for average and long terms and, what is more, 
Romania would be able to bring a bigger weight of contribution to the 
European mass. 

Some major factors influencing the demographic growth are as 
follows: 

1.The quality of life: easy access to running water, effective sewage 
systems, good sanitation, medical and social services (including medicines), 
good quality and relatively cheap food, access to living space (either as 
rental or purchase). These elements influence the life standard of a pretty 
relevant part of the population and its associated percentage. 

2.The population fertility, influenced by both the environment, and 
the genetic heritage, but also by the existing so-called age pyramid. 

3.The average income per capita as compared to cost of life and the 
percentage related to the middle class in the society as compared to the poor 
portion of the population. 

4.Population migration / immigration moves, driven by specific 
factors such as economy, taxes, policy or environment. 

5.Taxes. 
6.Legislation covering the abortion and the family. 
7.The stability of the job position. 
8.The economic growth trend on average and long term forecast 

– the psychological factor. 
9.Education – both at the family level and as a proper Institution. 
10.Population’s degree of awareness to the risks emerging from 

disregarding the demographic factor presence. 
11.Religion – it may have a strong bearing in either direction on 

population behavior and perception of sexuality, family and the need to 
have babies. 

12.Specific customs / folklore traditions – they might influence the 
general approach towards building up a family and the relationships 
between generations. 

13.Environmental factors, pollution – they influence both the 
quality of life and also the fertility. 



 
 
 
 

 ROMANIAN DEMOGRAPHY - REVIEW AND STRATEGIC LANDMARKS  
OF ITS EVOLUTION IN THE YEARS TO COME 

 
149

In addition to the Constitution itself, demography and family should 
have been directly the objects of the most basic social rights, apt to be 
protected by default, like individual property. 

The Ministry of Labor and Social Security, the Ministry of Health, 
the Ministry of the National Education are the main institutions vested with 
implementation of a law related to demography. Also, for monitoring such 
law enforcement and the national scientific evaluation thereof, it would 
therefore be necessary to subsequently establish a neutral institution inside 
the civil society. At the same time, through the involvement of a group of 
experts, both international and Romanian, focused on building a strategy 
pack dedicated to subsections such as economy, taxes, state administration 
and efficiency enhancement for the state-owned companies, demography 
and foreign policy, the state should therefore promote specific actions for 
each item from the demographic strategy plan, including simulation of 
measures impact and a to do calendar draft proposed for further 
implementation. 

The key for such a strategy to be successful should be exactly the 
efficiency of the measures to be further enforced and a system with some 
„dimensions: legal; organizational; physical; scientific; economic; 
information; political-military; cultural; environmental”1. At the same time, 
the boost provided by the implementation of such a strategy should be 
monitored on a permanent basis while the measures themselves should be 
trimmed and adjusted on the run. 

We consider it necessary to take more measures and targets 
customized for the different stages of the demographic dynamics involving 
several fields, such as: 

DEMOGRAPHY: 
1.Having children should first be encouraged by awarding 

progressive financial grants for each child to be born in a family.  
a. Financial measures should be taken such as tax exemption on 

family income for the years the babies were born and the income 
received by mothers for the entire period of maternity leave should be set 

                                                
1 Eugen Siteanu, Gheorghe Calopăreanu, The concept of high security, Annals series on 
military sciences, Volume 10, Issue 1/2018, pp. 65-66. 
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to 80% of the regular salary immediately before the occurrence of the 
maternity period.  

b.The maximum optional lapse of the maternity leave of absence 
should be maintained to 2 years. 

c. The gradual financial pack granted (allowed to only those 
citizens who pay their due taxes to the state taxation authorities in due time, 
just to prevent any form of discrimination) for legal weddings and poor & 
childless families, or for those having just one child. 

d.Grant a bonus for each newly born Romanian citizen, directly 
related to the lowest wage in the economy (a multiple). 

1.Simplifying the procedure of granting citizenship for the 
newborn (even if the parents are not Romanian citizens – provided only 
that the actual birth takes place on Romanian territory and the parents, in 
this case, are residents in Romania. A similar program should apply to the 
Romanian citizens resident abroad, provided they decide to return to the 
country to give birth to the child and have him/her properly registered). 

2.Increasing the sum of money granted for each child until 
coming of age and significant and progressive financial support for each 
child who was born starting with the second child of each family. 

3.Establishing a program of monitoring at national scale of the 
pregnant women’s health, jointly in public/private partnerships. 

4.Upgrading all maternity hospitals and wards, the neonatology 
wards and hospitals for children – as a mainstay priority of the medical 
system. These hospitals / medical facilities should be readily available 
and accessible, both regarding accommodation capacity and 
geographical location in the territory at large also to the people from 
the countryside (villagers). (The underlying purpose is to cut down the 
stillborn index, the one associated to our country being among the states on 
top of the list). 

5.Offering proactive help & support to adoptions, as a national 
priority, the family of adoption enjoying by law the same facilities as 
the families having in care their natural children. 

6.Amending the abortion law so as to favor the birth of children, 
having as a model the legislation provisions in Ireland and Poland. 
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7.Helping and supporting the program of the bearing mothers 
(surrogate mothers), a complementary program to the one dedicated to the 
prevention of sterility. On a free will basis (voluntary action), in exchange 
for some financial / tax free advantages, some women might accept bearing 
to term some act of pregnancy resulted from artificial insemination for a 
couple /persons physically unable to have babies. This would come together 
with building as many maternal shelters / centers for supporting mothers 
with lower means of life. Besides, the state has already taken the measure of 
state financing the first artificial insemination to the benefit of those persons 
who decide to give this method a try. 

8.Providing family support under the care of the state by cutting 
down some percent points off the due fees and taxes to be paid by the 
couples who decide to start a family. 

9.Encouraging mothers / fathers to come back from the 
maternal/paternal leave of absence, by bonuses such as: 

a.  the existence of some tax deductions when hiring a nation-scaled 
certified nanny.  

b.making available a flexible work schedule for a period of 3 years 
from the actual birth. 

c.  saving the opportunity, as needed, for the mother to continue or re-
enter the maternal leave of absence up to a 2-year-more term. 

10. Campaigning for raising awareness at the civil society level of 
the abortion-related topics and on the importance to increase the birth-
rate, highlighting not only the individuals’ benefits on both average and 
long term, but also the society’s benefits on the whole. This campaign 
should be endorsed and proactively sponsored by both the private 
enterprises and the NGOs as well. 

 
ECONOMY 
The economic purpose would be for the occupied active 

population to grow to about 40-50% of the entire population of our 
country. Thus, there are the following possibilities: 
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a. The interlink of the average and long term economic and 
educational strategies, aiming at a rise of the occupied population percent. 

b. The unemployed should be encouraged to acquire a different 
qualification by easy availability and access to re-conversion professional 
courses. 

c. Encouragement of the economic activity both at the micro level 
and family association level, by easy, readily available credit, European 
funds and extremely low tax levels throughout the entire period of active 
work employment. This is also a measure to bolster the average income 
population percent as well. 

c. Encourage the hiring of youth and of freshly graduated young 
people as well as of the seniors (50 years or more) by a low tax policy 
(social security, taxes on income) 

 
EDUCATION AND THE EXPATS 
1.Promotion of higher education scholarships throughout the 

European Community and North America (especially for political, 
economic and sociological studies) depending on the up-trend fields in the 
Romanian economy, building up facilities to be hired in Romania at the end 
of this curricular occupation for as may graduates as possible given the 
circumstances. These could come in a package with tax amenities and full 
support with opening new private business ventures and also relocation 
facilities (easy going online documents processing, attractive credit for 
houses etc.); 

2.A similar program for all the Romanian emigrants who are 
already abroad and who wish to return to the mother country: a special 
package for family relocation (easy online documents processing credits for 
houses and good business, grants from the state if the person opens up some 
business upon his/her coming back to the mother country, counseling for 
relocating the entire family, zero taxes for cash returned home by transfer to 
the Romanian bank accounts, a short period of friendly, low tax policy etc.). 
There are readily available examples such as Poland and Italy that may be 
further analyzed and researched as well as enhanced. 
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3.A repatriation program of the Romanians dwelling within the ISC 
area beyond the Dniester River (except the Romanians from the Republic of 
Moldova / Transnistria and the Odessa area), similar to the repatriate 
program in use in Germany, after the union. According to statistics, there 
are still hundreds of thousands up to as much as one million descendants of 
some Romanian families, who had to go through deportation or 
colonization, most of them living now in mixed families. A relocation 
package of the type mentioned above, plus the free offer of granting 
Romanian citizenship, a program of naturalization and jobs offers as well, 
could mean a serious incentive to consider repatriation as the right option to 
take. For such a program of such a scale, securing the co-operation of the 
Russian Federation is a must and, and also the active support of other 
member states from the ISC, plus a significant effort of the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry and the Romanian associations to share the program and identify, 
at top speed, those having Romanian blood in their veins. 

4.Encouraging sport and physical activities. Increase the number 
of physical activities and sport in school. Encourage the organization of 
sports events by way of tax alleviation and foment sponsorship. Create a 
real sport industry following the model of football play-out and play-off 
championship in Italy, France, Germany or Spain, business meant to 
energize the physical education of youth.     

5.Setting up a ministry dedicated full time to demography, youth and 
sport, aiming to monitor closely the implementation of demographic boost 
& build up strategy. 

6.Founding new schools, colleges and libraries for handicapped 
youth or those from poor zones, from its own resources and donations in 
charity. 

 
HEALTH  
1. Create hospitals and maternity wards/ facilities. 
2. Implement a national program of monitoring the health status of 

pregnant women, in private / public partnership. 
3. Upgrade all maternity hospitals and wards, the neonatology wards 

and hospitals for children – as a mainstay priority of the medical system. 
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These hospital / medical facilities should be readily available and accessible, 
both as accommodation capacity and geographical location in the territory at 
large also to the people from the countryside (villagers). (The underlying 
purpose is to cut down the stillborn index, the one associated to our country 
being among the highest of all). 

Collateral priorities (support package) – these measures could have 
an indirect impact on Romanian birth-rate: 

 
THE STATE ADMINISTRATION should do the following: 
1. Release financial resources as required for investments and other 

programs, such as the demographic timeline but also in view of a higher 
income, based on performance, meant for the staff employed by the state. It 
may be done by: 

2. Cutting down on the number of office quarters and making the 
necessary steps to get paperwork done and a more efficient administration.  

3. Dramatically cutting down the number of taxes, down to as few as 
5, but anyway no more than 10; this feature would simplify the tax authority 
and administration work. 

4. Removing the redundancies between the operations and 
headquarters office and those located in counties / regional and curtail the 
number of state agencies and ministries. 

5. Prepare at the same time some cost-effective mechanisms of 
professional re-conversion of the personnel subjected to overall 
restructuring and curtailing of bureaucracy. 

6. Keeping up to date by way of telecommunication systems between 
various state institutions but also by including the local administration.  

7. Setting yearly targets in quality and thresholds in performance for 
those employed in administration jobs.  

8. Reforming the entire pension system and working on it for 
more simplicity. Private management of the Pension Fund in a mixed 
system type bank deposit for long term / low risk investment fund. 

 



 
 
 
 

 ROMANIAN DEMOGRAPHY - REVIEW AND STRATEGIC LANDMARKS  
OF ITS EVOLUTION IN THE YEARS TO COME 

 
155

THE INFRASTRUCTURE: 
1.Customize the strategy for building roads and railways, to ease 

geographic mobility of the population inside Romania and covering the 
vacancies, securing an uninterrupted growth of occupying the labor posts as 
they turn available. On the other hand, however, the interconnection of the 
rural zones with the closest cities and villages is essential for the uprising of 
the population’s standard of life: 

a. Building outer city rings around cities of at least 50.000 habitants 
enlarge the national roads in view of a 4 lane traffic, where is possible, this 
project representing perhaps a short term and cost-effective solution as an 
alternative for the still missing highways. 

c. Ensuring asphalt coating of inter-village roads or with the 
municipal cities they belong to and introducing regular commuting bus lines 
for passengers on these directions: train /buses. 

2.Use asphalt in all cities – a 10-year strategy. Find cheap solutions 
of coating with asphalt, different from those using standard bitumen. There 
are also non conventional mixes having very similar properties to bitumen 
even if they lack the latter’s strength and endurance, but they are cheaper, 
and make an attractive option to mend the muddy country roads. The regular 
bitumen might be used just for the major central streets that cross the 
villages through. 

e. Building regional railroad networks, beside some high-speed 
transit tracks, both national and  international, interlinked with the European 
railway-net. 

 
THE ECONOMIC DEVELOMPENT: 
The Economic Development 
1. Creating a Developing Program for villages and small towns - in 

co-relation with tourism, agriculture, transportation, main routes and the 
strategic investments. The village is deemed as the most natural and healthy 
environment apt to endorse the demographic boost in Romania. The rising 
of the living standard in the countryside by access to comfort amenities such 
as sewage, gas, running water, bitumen coated roads, railways, 
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telecommunication, infrastructure, medical care services, education, 
transportation: 

a. The necessity to settle homesteads in the countryside area of about 
30 – 40% of the active population. 

b.The development of the villages and counties in the context of the 
ecological and IT-based agriculture of its associated production lines, of the 
ecological and clean power sources of electricity, of the ecological recycling 
and tourism. 

c.  Place rural development at a high rank of priority depending on 
the main transportation and economy routes. 

d.Highlight and enhance the traditional values from architecture ant 
tourism points of view. 

e. Financial backing of small sized, bio agro local producers. 
f. Encouraging the settlement in the countryside of a portion of the 

young population, creating all amenities and facilities to be found in cities 
and by stimulation of some economic activity categories specific to the 
countryside environment requiring higher education, however, remote work 
– on the Internet, computer based financial management of the farms and  
food lines providers, of  the recycling units, of the bio clean electric power 
sources, schools and colleges, local hospitals, inns & hotels  management, 
manufacturing, community utilities, services etc.    

g.Organize the counties so that they might be able to run at the level 
of complex management (administration, nursery schools, primary schools, 
colleges, professional centers, clubs, bottle & can production and processing 
lines, shops, local administration and services, garbage collection & 
recycling) for the villages inside a 10 – 15 km effective range neighborhood. 
The hexagonal cell building pattern could be taken as a starting point, then 
shaping it depending on access routes and the geographic specifics (terrain 
features). This particular building up pattern or template might be applied to 
the cities also, and while doing so, to further enlarge and cover a wider 
interdependence area.  

2. The development of those villages in the proximity of national 
borders for tourism will stimulate economic exchanges with neighbor 
countries, while benefiting at the same time from trans-borders co-operation 
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funds. This particular measure might also have a positive demographic 
impact. 

a. Development of infrastructure (highways, navigation channels, 
airports and bridges) and of tourism according to this particular plan. 

b.Placing the development of these areas at a high rank of priority 
that might also profit from over-the-border workers who might be hired by 
the day, having also the advantage of nearby marketing venues from the 
countries in the neighborhood located within the associated Euro Zones. 

c. Interlink of the economic zones on both sides of the borderline in 
every Euro Zone, encouraging personal and commodity transfer to and from 
such a Euro Zone.  
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