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INFORMATIONAL DIMENSION  

OF THE MODERN BATTLE-SPACE 
 

Major-General (r) professor Constantin MINCU, PhD
*
 

 
 

Abstract: The paper briefly presents some of the main aspects of "Informational 
dimension of the modern battle-space" by taking into consideration the lesson learned from 
the late military conflicts that were taken and take place in the time being as well as the 
realities in the field of some modern armed forces.  

Tthere are also presented some main informational activities, there are defined the 
informational processes and activities, there are reviewed the features and limits of the 
modern information systems. 

 

Keywords: informational resource, informational activities, informational processes 
and environments, C4I. 

 
 
 

he most significant changes in the evolution of humankind are 
determined by the apparition and development of information 
based society which neats the way toward globalization. Internet, 

informatics systems, information and communications technology already 
allow the diminution of existent gaps, economic development, apparition of 
a Romanian software industry, national informational infrastructure, as well 
as the accelerated integration in the electronic commerce and digital era.  

We must notice the informational society represents on one hand an 
opportunity, a way to train and educate, and, on the other hand, a potential 
risk, a way to threaten and aggression (It should be acknowledged the 
intense act of info war lead lately by the Russian Federation, inclusively 
against Romania).  

                                                 
* Entitled member of Romanian Scientists Academy, Member of the Honorific Council of the RSA, 
Scientific secretary of the Military Sciences Section. Phone:  0722.303.015,  
Email: mincu_constantin@yahoo.com. 
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Information was always regarded by countries, political leaders and 
military commanders. The technological revolution in the field of 
communication and information lead to the increase of the importance for 
the later by the possibilities created to collect, process, and store and 
disseminate but also to attack the information. In the modern informational 
society borders are ignored and are overlapped any spatial, temporal or 
moral constraints.  

The very necessary informational systems and technologies, 
technical equipment and associated software are concomitantly vulnerable 
to unauthorized intrusions, to destruction and incidental and intended 
changes of data and programs. The actual trend on the amplification of 
connectivity, particularly to Internet and in Intranet networks increase the 
risk of vulnerability and becomes increasingly harder to locate an illegal 
point of access to the network or a user with aggressive behaviour. The 
vulnerability of the recent informational systems can provoke directly or 
indirectlyă hugeă financială oră differentă typeă ofă losesă byă theă “leaking”ă ofă
confidential information with personal, economic or military character. 
Intensification of cyber-attacks executed by some state actors should worry 
us.  

By technical-military perspective, the importance of communication 
and information consists along their indisputable value in the fact there exist 
more vulnerable targets rapidly and widely accessible and need more means 
and procedures of protection. The modern armed forces set as main goal of 
their development strategy to win the informational battle. The basis to win 
this battle is the successful application of informational technology on 
whole the battlespace, respectively the digitization of the battlespace of 
informational type. By the technical perspective, the problems regarding the 
equipment, technologies, procedures, methodologies and algorithms in the 
informational operations framework (offensive and defensive) are possible 
to achieve and controlled.  

The conflicts following the World War II by their content, goals, 
amplitude and means of development benefited by the achievements of 
technique and technologies particular for informational era – that is 
increasingly shaping – largely emphasizes what will be defining for the 
military actions of the future as:  
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 Performance of actions in all the environments: land, air, water, 
underwater and cosmos;  

 Using diversified forces and means with great mobility, fire 
power, hit, precision, effect of destruction; 

 Using some very performant weapons and systems of weapons 
with special precision;  

 Transparency of the battlespace owed to the conjugation of the 
activity of observance satellites, airborne radars and means to detect by 
contact – active and passive;  

 Hits applied to contact and in depth, concomitantly to the 
existence of some efficient protection measures;  

 Rapid dispersion and  concentration of forces and means;  
 Existence of common space of disposition and manoeuvre for the 

adversaries it confronts with;  
 Oversaturated battlespace with the electronic means;  
 Great consumption of munitions, petrol, oil and lubricants (POL) 

and other resources, huge material lose (ways and knobs of 
communications, artworks), meaningful displacements of populations on 
ethnical, religious etc. criteria; 

 The trend to avoid direct, frontal confrontations among many 
forces and means and the accent is on the actions lead by small groups with 
great firepower, relative autonomy in the action, and great diversity of 
tactical procedures particularly to the flanks, in space and depth of 
adversary’sădisposal;ătheăengagementăinăbattleăofărealăprofessionals.ă 

 The use of techniques and procedures of so-calledă“hybridăwar”ă
(to be studied the case of Ukraine conflict with major involvement which is 
not assumed by the Russian Federation). Here is the situation to be 
identified and to be taken timely measures of counteraction.  

 Military analysts appreciate the future wars will have integrator 
character, in the sense of participation into conflict of all services of the 
armed forces which will act in all the environments. Together with those 
there will also be the cosmic environment used for observance, directing 
and communication.  

In the future war, the cybernetic battlespace will be a reality. This 
phenomenon raise among other two aspects with particular significance:   
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 Integrationă ofă cybernetică processă ofă ă troops’ă commandă withă
armament systems, the apparition and use of robots, tele guided vehicles and 
intelligent munitions;  

 The work methodology in the conditions of cybernetic 
perspective, elaboration of specific tactical and operative scenarios and 
particularly the development of some battle actions with the simultaneous 
use of troops and elements used to monitor the activity of the enemy, 
reactions of own troops, influence of environmental conditions, opportunity 
and efficacy of the elaborated decisions.   

 The need to timely identify and take some concrete measures to 
continue the command and control of the military forces when the 
automated means (C4ISR systems) are cut off. 

The modern battle lead by different types of units needs the rapid 
overtaking and transfer of information in the whole battle space.  

The battle cyberspace already reveals enough elements that shapes it 
and confers it many possibilities of development as follows:  

 The multitude of automated and armament systems;  
 The achievement of coordination of some diverse forces 

categories and battle armament under the conditions imposed by operative 
time compression;  

 The multi-functionality of fighting forces along the offensive 
development as well as on defensive actions;  

 The preservation of human forces and their use only in particular 
situations or for strengthening the successes;  

 The compensation of physiological limits of commanders, 
fighters and operators by using the automatic fight systems;  

 The use of robots for activities requiring big efforts for a long 
time, sacrifices or actions in complex conditions.  

Referring to the physiognomy of future wars, the westerner military 
analysts defined the following five trends: increased lethality and 
dispersion; enhanced volume and precision of fire; massive integration of 
new technologies; fulfilment of a greater destructive effect; improvement in 
providing the invisibility of means and in detecting the goals.  

Also, a resize of the notion of conflict takes place by adding some 
new attributes: 
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 permanence – the application of a global strategy that 
permanently integrates all the informational processes not only in times of 
crisis or conflict;  

 transversal movement – the influence of society as a whole and 
the fundament on multi-disciplinarilyă approachă andă conceptsă ofă systems’ă
integration;   

 duality — the disappearance of differences between the military 
sphere and the civilian one (at national level, the centre of gravity moves 
toward other fields – banking, financial, energetic, generally toward the 
civilian infrastructure of which defence becomes difficult with conventional 
forces and means).   

Informational resource is the main category of resources of the 
modern war and includes the following fields:  

 The political, economic, social and military necessary for 
command and control at the strategic level;  

 The military capacity of potential adversaries and the dynamics of 
war preparations;  

 The military doctrines, strategic organization and preparation of 
military systems, territory,  economy and population for defence;  

 The possibilities of the armament systems and fight techniques, 
their use and integration in the conceptions for war leadership;  

 The scientific research activity related to defence;  
 The orientation of mass-media and the reaction of population to 

the military conflicts (events from the late two years prove the perverse 
effect of media war over an important segment of population easily to 
influence because of the lowered level of correct informing); 

 The sphere and the structure of command, cooperation and 
announcement information, organization and use of informational systems;  

 The overall features, the use and evaluation of the cryptographic 
systems’ăresistance;  

 The ability to counteract the actions of espionage, diversion, 
terrorism and false news dissemination; 

 The level of training and the moral of troops;  
 The overall information of economic, financial, social, diplomatic 

or other nature etc. 
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Information and Communication Technology offers the 
possibility of timely information, damages the national and global public 
opinion,ăshapesătheăpoliticians’ăactionsăandăproducesăanăaccentuatedăoverlapă
of tactical, operative and strategic levels. It is seen more clearly that a 
greedy political class can be major factor of vulnerability for a state. 

Commandants of each level must be aware that in a world of direct 
and real-time communications, each isolated event can be seen 
simultaneously at all the three levels.  

Nowadays, the military operations must be based on the knowledge 
resulted from precise, exact and relevant data and information collected, 
analysedăandădiffusedăbyăaătechnicală“systemăofăsystems”. 

The integrated information systems as C4I (Command, Control, 
Computers, Communications and Information) will provide for the 
commandant possibilities to see, feel, interpret, decide and engage actions at 
each point of the action strip or in the area of informational (informative) 
responsibility. 

The informational era has as content the explosive use of growth of 
informatics, communication and cybernetic means of fight and the 
information becomes the object, mean and procedure for a new field of 
action – the informational one. If these actions are undergone to the right 
and successful moment they can prevent conflicts, reduce loses and rapidly 
stabilize the conditions to develop the military actions.  

Unfortunately, nowadays there exists a full understanding of the fact 
that the informational dimension is not artificial but very real and actual. 
Also, information is not perceived to its true identity: as weapon, risk factor, 
operational and technological instrument.  

The main characteristics of informational actions are the following:   
 the volume of information needed to elaborate decisions and to 

lead military actions enhance 10-15 times more than in the World War II;   
 increases the possibility of information and therefore the specific 

means become increasingly performant;   
 the beneficial influence of information processing on the 

armament system capacity but also the evil action of disinformation or 
informatics viruses on the specialized processes achieved with proper 
computers and software;  
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 the explosive increase of quantity of information necessary for 
the fighter to deal with the requests of the modern battlespace;   

 the integration and use of intelligent armaments and techniques 
of battle;   

 the development and enhancement of specialized structures by 
providing information security;   

 the cyber feature of military actions and the technological and 
informational closeness between the command and execution;   

 some difficulties in the assignation of the adversaries;   
 the multitude of regarded targets;   
 the absence of some specific and clear indicators of warning;   
 the persistence of effects and the lack of some rapid methods to 

retrieve the consequences it generates;  
 the use of some relative simple, cheap and widely spread 

technologies;   
 The disappearance of disparities between the levels of command.   
 
The main informational activities   
The specialty papers define the main concepts used in this field, as:   
 Data – individual or statistical facts in an uncorrelated form;   
 Information – a communication, news or message that 

acknowledges by a situation;  
 Knowledge – the result of information processing, process in 

which intervene intuition and human thinking.   
Thereă areă foură keyă stagesă ofă theă information’să lifecycle:ă creation,ă

collection, dissemination and use. These stages are distinctive although they 
have many common features.   

The technological development affected the speed and volume of 
collection and dissemination of information.   

The informational revolution leads to the development of some 
modern interconnected and interdependent systems that cannot be 
conducted manually.  

Information as a strategic military asset was always recognized like 
this by the commandants particularly in the idea of a better knowledge of 
adversaries’ă intentionsă andă concomitantlyă ofă ownă protection,ă plansă andă
operational stage of military actions. If this information is available in the 
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military field, from the strategic level of command to the commandants 
from the tactical level, there can appear a series of problems regarding their 
trust in integrity, relevance and accuracy of the presented information.  

The informational activities from the modern battlespace involve the 
procurement, transportation, processing, conversion, distribution, use, 
protection, exploitation and management of information that briefly consist 
in: 

 Collection – the initial acquisition and filtering of data on the 
basis of the planned needs and their presentation in a form adequate for 
transmission. These information regard the mission, adversary, own troops, 
field, weather state and time at disposal.  The process of acquiring the 
information is achieved with the support of electronic systems, of operative 
activities of research and reconnaissance, of strategic, operative and tactical 
research, by co-working with the police body and mass-media etc.   

 Transportation – the communication of information and data to 
the receivers of the recipients.  

 Data processing – their storage, extraction from the memory 
dispositive, updating, filtration and synthesis in order to result the minimum 
of information in a useable form.   

 Conversion of information – their transformation from a form in 
another without loses and without the modification of their precision in 
order to transmit and display as text, images in fix and movement format, 
data for computers, etc.  

 Distribution (dissemination) of information – the transmission 
of processed information to potential users.  

 Use of information (after data are obtained, analysed and 
verified) – the updating and awareness of the real situation in order to 
continuously improve or adapt the military decisions, plans and actions.   

 Protection of information – the analysis of vulnerabilities of 
own forces and means of command and control to the electronic actions, 
acts of physical destruction, misguidance, propaganda of the adversary as 
well as the settlement of means to apply and verify the countermeasures. 
The elements of infrastructure that have to be protected are the databases, 
networks of computers, systems of communications, research and other 
auxiliary means from their framework.  
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 Exploitation of information – the action used to get some 
advantages for military operational goals of the acquired information. It 
involvesă theă interceptionăandăanalysisăofă adversaries’ămessages,ă extractionă
of information from its databases, establishment of measures to denaturise, 
to decay or manipulate its informational capacities.   

 Denaturation of enemy’s information – the attack measures 
against the command and control regarding the influence, decay or 
destructionăofăenemy’săinformationăandăinformatională(C4I) systems.   

 Management of information – the coordination and careful 
synchronization of information and C4I informational systems and 
comprises: the management of electromagnetic spectre, the election of 
sources and systems used, the provision of some feasible informational 
flows (with the vertical and horizontal integration), interception of 
information from many sources.  

 
Informational processes and environments 
For the pertinent analysis of informational dimension of the modern 

battlespace it is very useful to briefly characterize the informational 
environmentsăwithăimportantăimpactăoverătheămilitaryăactions’ăorganizationă
and development as follows:  

 The global informational environment – it comprises 
personalities, organizations, systems, etc., many of them outside the military 
or  national or international command authorities control that collects, 
processes and distributes information at the national and international levels;  

 The national informational infrastructure – it comprises public 
and private telecommunication networks that serve physical and juridical 
persons, information and their content, databases, hardware terminals and 
software products for the access to information, personnel collecting, 
processing, storing and generating new information, etc.;   

 The informational infrastructure of defence – it comprises the 
necessary resources for the transfer, processing, storage and display of 
information, technical means for command and control, research and other 
categories of means to broadcast voice, fix and moving images, multimedia 
services particularly useful for the military field;  
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 The military informational environment – it consists by military 
and other categories informational systems and own structures significantly 
supporting or influencing the military operations;   

 The informational (C4I) systems – they consist in infrastructure, 
structures, personnel and components collecting, processing, storing, 
transmitting, displaying, distributing and acting in conformity with the 
acquired information.   

The intensive development of information and communication 
technology created new procedures of data management and processing. 
They include images, graphics, schemes, digitized maps, and databases 
which combine with modern techniques of communications (satellites, radio 
stations with jump of frequency, microwave radio-relays, tropospheric and 
ionosphere radio stations) and provide global, national and military 
infrastructures.  

 
Modern systems of information   
To the basis of function of command and control system there are 

information about events, environment, adversary and own troops, that 
influence or can concern military actions and that following the processes of 
processing, analysis, storage and valuation grounds the decision and 
substantially contributes in getting the informational supremacy.  

„Informational supremacy – represents the ratio of informational 
domination that offers to the personnel the possibility to use (C4I) 
informational systems in order to get operational advantages in the conflict 
or to control a certain situation, concomitantly with the diminution of 
adversary’să possibilityă toă useă necessaryă informationă toă theă processesă
similarlyăforăitsătroops”1. 

The achievement of informational superiority comprises two 
components equally as importance – accumulation and protection of own 
informationalăcapacitiesăandădecayăofăadversary’săinformationalăcapacities.ă 

Informational superiority depends on: 
 The capacity to access a big amount of information from many 

sources and environments (political, social, economic, military, religious 

                                                 
1 Joint Doctrine for Operations Security, Department of Defense, Washington, DC, 1994, p. 63. 
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etc.), concerning the adversary and own troops, necessary information in the 
area of responsibility of the command and control act;  

 The diminution of possibilities to use false or null information by 
using some efficient techniques and procedures to collect and authenticate;   

 The performances of sensor systems to collect, process and 
broadcast on channels of communications the information in different 
formats;   

 The capacity of the communication systems to shortly circulate the 
whole flow of information, on vertical and horizontal ways;   

 The capacity of the command bodies to use the information in the 
elaboration of decisions as to advance the possible actions of the adversary;   

 The level of data and information protection and security regarding 
own troops and their actions.   

The provision of informational superiority is achieved by many 
procedures as follows:  

 The growth of flow by the use of the communications systems 
with topology, the use of special units, officers and search team. Innovations 
from the systems of sensors, processors, communications and computers can 
offer to the commandments better awareness of operative situation by the 
immediate access about the adversary and own troops;   

 The ,,visualization”ă ofă theă battlespaceă byă theă awarenessă ofă theă
currentăsituationăofăownătroopsăinăconnexionăwithătheăadversary’săsituationă
and the weather conditions;   

 The projection of final desirable situation – mission 
accomplishment – sequence visualization of activities own forces fulfil from 
the initial to the final situation;  

 The knowledge of situation by analysis, the acquirement of 
commandant intention and of battle (operation) conception in direct relation 
with the disposition and possibilities of the adversary and own forces;  

 The permanent management of information in the conditions of 
collection and processing of huge amounts of information, the diminution of 
command cycle and short notice decision elaboration.    
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The materialization of the concept emphasizingă “theă attackă actionsă
orientedătowardătheăinformationalănetworksăcentres”2 is essential to provide 
and exploit the informational superiority. This concept is to all the 
hierarchical levels and contributes to the overlapping of the strategy, 
operative art and tactics. It finds its substantiality in the integration and 
coordination of some forces well-informed and logically dispersed in the 
battlespace.  

The elements that contribute to the fulfilment of this intention are 
three3:  

 Informational network (C4I) with superior performance that 
resist and survives to the whole range of physical threats and informational 
operations;   

 Systems of sensors capable to achieve a high level of awareness 
of the battlespace synchronized with the military operations undergoing;   

 Improvement of the capacity to exploit the forces and means by 
networks of modern and efficient engagement (provision of some new 
operational capacity for preventive planning, integrated management of 
forces, the diminution of time of attack over the targets).  

Many specialists believe the fundamental shift from the actions 
based on platforms to actions based on centres, with informational 
superiority, constitutes a revolution in the military affairs and is in the core 
of this transformation process.   

The technological improvements lead to the considerable growth of 
quality, precision and opportunity of the information put at the disposal of 
information compartment, as well as of informative products designed to be 
used by the commandant. All the staff officers must understand the 
principles and techniques of the informational activity if they want their 
plans to be realistic. Consequently, it is important to remember that 
information offered by the personnel from the information compartment are 
the result of an analysis based on acquired data but also on other variable or 
presumed factors.  

                                                 
2 John Garstka, Information and Network – Centric Warfare, J 6 Presentation, Washington, DC, 1998, 
p. 4. 
3 Joint Vision 2010, Department of the Army, Washington, DC, 1998, p. 36. 
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In order to facilitate the understanding of the specific 
problematic there must be known the usual terms used in the 
informative field:  

 data – specific unevaluated materials resulted from different 
descriptions that can be used in the fulfilment of informative products;  

 information – result of data processing;   
 informative products – result obtained following the analysis and 

processing of information;   
 source – a person or object from which can be get information;   
 agency – organizational structure or person employed in the 

collection and/or processing of the information for informative goals;   
 supervision – systematic observance;   
 area of influence – geographical space inside which the 

commandant is directly involved in influencing the military actions by 
manoeuvre and fire support systems under his/her command and control;  

  area of informative responsibility – geographical space allotted 
to a commandant wherein he/she is responsible to provide information by 
using the means at disposal;  

 The area of informative interest – geographical space about 
which a commandant asks for information on the factors able to damage the 
recent and future military actions and their evolution.  

Some values on the mentioned areas of tactical responsibility are 
presented in the following table4.  
No. Big unit, unit or 

formation  
Area of 

influence  
(km) 

Area of 
informative 

responsibility 
(km) 

Area of 
informative 

interest (km) 

1.  Battalion 0-6 0-6 0-20 
2.  Mechanized 

brigade 
0-20 0-12 0-50 

3.  Mechanized 
division  

0-30 6-50 0-150 

4.  Army corps 0-100 50-150 0-250 
 

                                                 
4 Intelligence Handbook, Romania and UK, Regional Training Centre, Bucharest, 1998, p. 1-2. 
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The informative cycle comprises many stages5: 
 The informational requirements of the commandant provide the 

orientation, planning and leadership of current and future informative 
activities, in agreement with the priorities settled by him/her.  

 The collection represents the stage wherein the data and 
information are exploited and delivered to the major staff in order to be 
analysed and to get desirable informative products.  

 The processing and exploitation of information represents 
processes by which the collected data (information) are evaluated, analysed 
and transformed in informative products that are used in informational-
decisional processes.  

 The achievement of informative products consists in the collection, 
evaluation, analysis, integration and interpretation of information from one 
or many sources, in order to get a final product. The time constraints and 
evolutions in the modern battlespace determines the overlap of phases to 
process and synthetize the information.  

 The distribution and integration of informative processes is done 
by their transfer to the bodies that asked for them in order to be used in the 
process of decision elaboration and planning the military actions.  The 
personnel of the information compartment from all the levels evaluates the 
development of informative cycle and the acquired results.  

The information system as component element of C4I systems is 
represented by the aggregate constituted by the personnel, means, 
procedures and techniques used to obtain and process data, to transmit 
information and informative products to the compartments and persons 
involved in command and control processes. It results that an informative 
cycle starts by the formulation of specific requirements from the command 
and control processes and closes with the provision of the informative 
products. Also, there must be observed the interdependencies and strong 
correlations of the information system with the other subsystems component 
of the C4I systems: command and control, computer networks, 
communications systems, armament systems, etc.  

                                                 
5 JP 2-01, Joint Intelligence Support to Military Operations, Joint Staff, Washington, DC, 1996, Cap. 
II, p. 1-3. 
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The reconnaissance of the battlespace involves missions to acquire, 
by visual observation or other methods of detection, information about 
activities and resources of the adversary, as well about meteorological, 
hydrographical and geographical characteristics of a well-defined area. 

Surveillance of the battlespace represents the systemic observance of 
it in order to provide opportune information on the development of fight 
actions.  

As concerns the way of data and information origin, the sources can 
be constituted by: research of electro-magnetic signals, human elements and 
different bodies; research by satellite.   

Research of electronic signals that aims the discovery, localization 
and evaluation of electromagnetic radiations of all categories and comprises: 

 Research of communications – that regards the search, 
interception, localization, analysis and exploitation of radio traffic of the 
adversaryă andă toă provideă theă evaluationă onă thisă basisă ofă itsă forces’ă
disposition, deployments and intentions;  

 Electronic research – that comprises activities to collect and 
process potential hostile electromagnetic radiations (excepting some of the 
communications means) emanated from the nuclear explosions and 
radioactive sources.  

The research executed by humans and the specialized bodies cover 
allă theă specifică aspectsă i.e.:ă observanceă ofă adversary’să activities; patrols, 
detachments, etc.  

The imagistic research includes forms of research acquired by 
photos, thermic observance and other equipment capturing images.  

The acoustic research acquires data by the collection and analysis of 
acoustic phenomena. The sensors used for this goal can be passive (receive 
the noises) or active (transmit pulsating acoustic waves and afterward 
receive the echo). The sources of acoustic research can be stationary or 
equipped on the ships, floating platforms, in immersion or on the bottom of 
the sea.  

Sources of information can be: research subunits (observation posts, 
patrols or research detachments), research subunits of weapons, airships, 
helicopters, UAVs, means of electronic nature, prisoners and refugees.  

Agencies are assimilated with: the information structures 
(information, artillery, and engineering); operations, aviation and systems of 
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electronic research; elements of research in the dispositive of the adversary; 
structures interrogating prisoners, etc.   

The techniques used in the surveillance of the modern battlespace 
regard6 how the electromagnetic spectre is used by the adversary: in infrared 
– the images acquired by reception of radiations emitted or reflected by the 
surface of the objects in the segment from 0.72 to 1ăμm;ăthermicăimagesăină
infrared able to distinct differences of 0.1°C. This allows for the targets to 
be detected as images by their visualization or surveillance with the TV; 
visually, inclusive by photo; in ultraviolet by the reflection of radiations in 
this field; diverse types of radio-locators; the exploitation of acoustic and 
seismic waves.  

The efficiency of these techniques can be improved by: the use of air 
platforms with or without pilot able to provide almost real-time information 
until the tacticală commandments;ă theă useă ofă landă sensors;ă signals’ă
processing.  

These technical systems can be active or passive. The active systems 
radiates energy toward the target in order to illuminate and discover it. The 
passive systems receive the energy radiated by the target.  

Some limitations in these techniques use are determined by the 
direct visibility to the target, by the atmospherically and meteorological 
conditions,ăbyătheătarget’săcharacteristicsă(size,ăcapacityătoăreflectăorăradiateă
the energy) and its contrast with the ambient environment, as well as some 
specific countermeasures (disguise, radio silence, misleading, restrictions in 
manoeuvre).  

The optical instruments are passive, cheap, light and feasible, but are 
inefficient on night time. These systems amplifies the light of the ambient 
by electronic means, thus the observatory can see poor illuminated targets.  

Lasers are active systems and have two applications: to discover the 
target with a precision from  5 m to 20 km distance; to mark the targets by 
illuminating them.  

Radars transmit an electromagnetic impulse that is reflected by the 
target and is again received by the radar. Some radar detects the auto vehicle 
movement until 24 km and of humans until 3 km.  

                                                 
6 JSP 120 (3) Manual of Service Intelligence. Department of Defence, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain, London, 1997, p. 39. 
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The alarming dispositive functions on the basis of seismic or 
infrared sensors.  

The research in the dispositive of the adversary is accomplished for 
range (6-50 km) and large (over 50 km) distances.  

Satellites are also efficient means of research as they achieve the 
photography and research by radiolocation, etc.   

By the perspective of efficient function of research systems there is 
needed if is possible in real-time to be used some performant specialized 
technical means, interfaces to adapt the sensors with digital channels of 
communications with high speed of broadcast and maximum precision.  

Also, the information department must posess of automated 
technical means (performant computers) and specialized software to allow 
the processing of data and information in opportune time, the growth of 
information level of the commandments and the diminution of the risk level 
of informational management.   

In this first part, we tried to show again to the people interested by 
military affairs, some aspects of the role and place of the recent 
informational systems in the modern war concomitantly taking act the 
evolutions and lessons learnt of the late conflicts, inclusively the Russian-
Ukrainian crisis. We intend, if would be possible, to continue in a future 
issue of this journal to present the other component elements of the 
informational systems which will be analysed from the perspective of some 
recent information. 
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Abstract: The last two decades mark out the humankind evolution toward the 
Information Age, a new stage of societal development where the modern society is affected, 
among other factors, by the explosive technological changes. Within the context, 
technology represents the main changing driver. To be more specific, small innovations 
appeared in the information technology and communications are considered to be 
responsible global transformations in the economy, politics or culture structure. This 
assertion also extends its validity over the military phenomenon, which is just another 
human behavior. The use on large scale of the information technology and communications 
led to a cybernetic battlefield and the change of the waging war philosophy, with the 
arising of new concepts that better describe the new reality: Network Centric Warfare, and 
Network Enabled Capabilities. 
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1. Introduction 
 

năourăopinionătheăconflicts’ăphysiognomyăofătheăendăofă20th century 
and beginning of 21st century have radically changed. The complex 
set of factors which personalize the conflicts include particular 

political and economical, and strategic situations, new political and strategic 
goals, new objectives, specific action forces and means, a different 
conception and intensity, a new attitude against the opponent, different 
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action spaces, a comprehensive variety of dominant action types, and ever 
more sophisticated and unexpected ways of violence outburst. The world of 
these conflicts is a world of the asymmetric confrontations. 

Out of the main features of the actual and future military conflicts it is 
worth to mention the following1: 

- Complex causal that results from the existing incompatibilities 
between dictatorial political or autocrat systems and democratic ones; 

- Distinct fingerprint of the new military conflicts determined by the 
immense disparity between the rich world and the poor world, between the 
civilization of the high technology and the traditional civilizations, 
diversified, with ancestral values, customs and traditions; 

- The technological effect given by the different technological 
development; 

- Different conflict intensity, from extreme violence of the terrorist 
attacks to domination or imposition of a certain conduct; 

- Continuous Nuclear, Radiological, Bacteriological and Chemical 
threat; 

- Dissymmetry and asymmetry; 
- Ubiquity of the action – reaction binomial; 
- Prevention and the primitive character or repression; 
- The new terrorism – antiterrorism binomial implication; 
- The mosaic character; 
- Unpredictability. 
These features could be supplemented with other ones like flexibility 

and confusion, the indirect character, the political and religious extremism 
etc. 

War typology is extremely diverse, but when we refer to the conflict 
dimension we should only take into account three types of war, namely the 
asymmetric warfare, the cognitive warfare and the high technology and 
information based warfare (network-centric warfare). 

The essential principles of the Information Age warfare are: 
- Information superiority; 
- Common access to a high quality system of information; 

                                                 
1  Cf.ăFrunzeti,ăT.,ăMureşan,ăM.,ăV duvaă,ăGh.,ăRăzboi şi haos, Editura Centrului Tehnic - 
EditorialăalăArmatei,ăBucureşti,ă2009,ăpp.27-29. 
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- Dynamic self-synchronization – to increase the freedom of the small 
operational structures; 

- Dispersed forces and discontinuous operations; 
- Flexible forces – easy transfer from massing forces approach to the 

effect based approach; 
- Large scale use of sensors ensures a superior level of information; 
- Compressed levels of warfare and operations drives prevalently to 

joint operations; 
- High speed of the command procedures; 
- Full spectrum dominance – the ability of forces, operating 

unilaterally or in combination with multinational partners to defeat any 
adversary and control any situation across the full range of military 
operations2. 

Information operations represent the integrated use of the electronic 
warfare actions, psychological operations, deceiving, security of operations, 
commandă andă controlă operations,ă “informationă supremacy”ă operations,ă
psychologicală actions,ă hackers’ă actions,ă economică informationă actionsă andă
virtual space actions3: 

- Command and control operations – neutralize the command and the 
command-control systems of the adversary. These operations integrate the 
psychological operations, deceiving, security of the operations, electronic 
warfare and the actions of physical destruction; 

- “Informationă supremacy”ă operationsă – projection, protection, and 
annihilation of the systems which contain enough information to dominate a 
conflict space; 

- Electronic operations – equipments employed to reconnoiter, 
neutralize, and destroy the electronic systems that generates or conveys 
information, as well as cryptographic techniques; 

- Psychological operations – information is used to modify the 
attitudes or options of partners, neutrals or enemies; 

                                                 
2 Cf. Joint Vision 2020, Department of Defence, Washington D.C., 2000, p. 4 
3 Cf. Topor, S., Războiul informaţional, Edituraă Universit iiă Na ionaleă deă Ap rare,ă
Bucureşti, 2005, pp. 25-27 
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- Hackers’ actions (software piracy) – computers and communications 
networks are the target of the active and passive attacks with disruptive and 
destructive software; 

- Economic information actions – blocking or acquiring information in 
order to gain economic supremacy; 

- Virtual combat space actions – fundamental and technological 
research of the war games and futuristic scenarios. 

Offensive information operations are intended to neutralize the 
information systems and actions of the adversaries, while the defensive 
information operations are designed to defend the own elements against the 
similar offensive operations of the opponents. 

One of the modern ways to conduct combat operations is the 
Network-Centric Warfare (NCW). It is a relatively new concept of 
technological and information vanguard, with global scope, easy to be 
accessed only by entities endowed with performing information and analysis 
systems, up-to-date advanced technologies, modern information technology 
and communications, and the technical support structures needed. 

From the perspective of conflict dimension, network-centric warfare 
could be perceived from at least three points of view: 

- Theatre warfare representing a confrontation between two or more 
armed entities, in a well defined theatre of operations as geographical area 
and philosophy of the real actions; 

- War extended in other areas than those specific to the armed combat, 
like cyber space, media, economical and financial dimensions; 

- War in the theatre of concepts, which has as goal the knowledge 
dominance, with a scientific foundation of some systems of action and 
reaction allowing the intelligent and efficient use of existing forces and 
means, together with the innovation of new ones, more performing, and 
more difficult to be identified and discovered. 

The concept and employment of NCW belong to the nations that 
possess high level of technology, and developed information technology and 
communications, especially United States of America, the only nation who 
successfully used them in a direct military confrontation, in Iraq.  

The NCW concept provides six essential capabilities4: 

                                                 
4  Cf.ăFrunzeti,ăT.,ăMureşan,ăM.,ăV duvaă,ăGh.,ăRăzboi şi haos, pp.35-36. 



 

 
 Lieutenant-General (ret.) professor Cristea DUMITRU PhD 

 
26 

- Real and virtual networks equipped with C4ISR (similar) systems; 
- Relational databases; 
- Rapid, flexible, expeditionary and interoperable forces; 
- Interconnected weapon systems; 
- Projection of forces and means; 
- Networked logistics. 
Even during the war in Iraq NCW proved its effectiveness, it still has 

some limits in the post-war operations. Under these circumstances, although 
NCW is likely to dominate the combat space (generally, the armed 
confrontations),ă ită isănotăatăanybody’săhand.ăAccordingă toăallăprobabilities,ă
NCW will not succeed, at least for the first two decades of the 21st century, 
to provide all the proprieties it has been created for, unless the combat 
environment has a high level of certainty dynamic, thus a disproportioned 
warfare. NCW is not a chaotic warfare, but one that has a rapid development 
and a predictable end, and that could produce chaos, since the 
disproportionality brings quite serious problems in the immediate dynamic 
of the political, economical, social, information, and military situation.  

1.Employment of the C4ISR Systems in the New Operational 
Concepts: Network-Centric Warfare and NATO Network Enabled 
Capability 

The concept of NCW describes the combination of emerging tactics, 
techniques and procedures that a networked force can employ to create a 
decisive warfighting advantage5. Although this concept is strictly related to 
the reality of American military forces, its evolution – NATO Network 
Enabled Capability (NEC) – extended the theory over entire North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. NEC is the cognitive and technical ability of the 
Alliance to conduct different components of the operational environment, 
from the strategic level, including NATO Command, to below at the tactical 
level, using a unique integrated network information infrastructure6. 

The purpose of the employment of new concepts like NCW and 
NATO NEC in planning, organization and warfighting is providing all 
leaders from every subordinated level with near real time information 
                                                 
5Cf. Garstka, J.J., Network Centric Warfare Offers Warfighting Advantage, Signal 
Magazine, USA, May 2003. 
6NNEC Vision and Concept, MCM-0032-2006, Allied Command Transformation, Norfolk, 
Virginia, USA, 2006, p.2.  
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necessary to understand the tactical situation and to act according to 
commander’să intent.ă Thisă increasedă capacityă ofă commandă generatesă newă
operational challenges. While the subordinates have broader access to the 
tactical situation, high level commanders have access to very detailed 
tactical plans. The high level commanders should resist the temptation to 
conductă minoră militaryă actionsă ată theă subordinates’ă level,ă becauseă theiră
intention could reduce the benefits of the modern information systems and 
could also alter the level of understanding of the situation they support. As a 
result, it is necessary to promote strong leaders at every level, and to build 
troops’ă confidenceă andă cohesionă onă complexă andă combinedă systemsă andă
equipments C4ISR type, brought in practice by realistic training, drills and 
field exercises. 

A robust force strongly connected in network improves the 
information exchange, cooperation, quality of information, and the 
situational awareness that generates a significant growth of the mission 
efficiency. It is practically proved that information networks have a positive 
impact on the combat power, synchronization of the staff personnel and 
decision makers on the battlefield, casualties cut, amplification of the force 
agility and operational tempo.  

The new sensors, extended connectivity and new information systems 
substantiallyă concură toă theă efficiencyă ofă theă troops’ă combată actions.ă
Information distribution increased the situational awareness with the direct 
improvement of the perception of battlefield environmental elements, and 
growth of both maneuver speed and fire precision. Extended connection 
enables troops to conduct combat actions on larger distances and spaces 
than in the past. Information availability and reliability allow a quick 
reorganization of the tasks and a full integration of the military units new 
entered in the theatre of operations. The networks level of development 
determines a synchronization and correlation in time and purpose of the 
dispersed troops. 

Command of a robustly networked force improves information 
sharing collaboration, quality of information, and shared situational 
awareness resulting in dramatically increased mission effectiveness. The 
networked information have impact on the application of combat power, 
battlespace synchronization, decision-makers and staffs, lethality and 
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survivability, force agility, and operational tempo7. Figure 1 presents this 
process in detail within the network enabled organizational context.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Command of the networked forces 
 

Presently, there is a trend for the extended use of the information 
technology and communications in defense systems in order to develop 
operational capabilities at minimum costs. In the most of the situations, the 
main intention is oriented toward the network working, namely making 
networks of sources, information, executors, commanders etc. This 
development has the advantage of the use of the great evolutions in the 
information technology and communications field. Concepts like NCW and 
NATO NEC are designed to develop and extend important capabilities as: 
information collection, processing and dissemination; decision quality and 
command efficiency; cooperation between different structures and between 
different levels of the same structure; flexible use of the military units and 

                                                 
7Cf. Cammomns, D, Tisserand, J.B, Williams, D.E., Seize, A., Lindsay, D., Network 

Centric Warfare Case Study, Volume I- Operations, V Corps and the 3
rd 

Infantry Division 
(Mechanized), 2003, p. 13. 
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defense systems8. These new concepts impose enhanced methods or even 
new methods of conducting the operations. Introducing new capabilities 
could drive to deep transformations in defense organization, both from the 
point of view of technical system exploitation, and troop tactics and specific 
training. Concept development concurs, as well with the efforts of 
adaptation to the global strategic and political environment established after 
the Cold War age, with its particular fragmented and sometimes unclear 
security threats. One of the main elements demanded by the NCW and 
NATO NEC concepts is achieving the interoperability. Interoperability is a 
procedure used to strengthen equally the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
combined or joint forces, and the required capabilities for the whole 
operations range of the Alliance. Interoperability is an essential facilitator 
and an important force multiplier9. 

Several operational scenarios for operations or crisis management 
could be conceived in order to better understand the missions assigned to 
the C4ISR systems, and to observe major information needs and 
requirements. Information requirements include data, communications, 
capabilities, and cooperation tools that facilitate the success in any scenario. 
The relationships between operational scenarios and information 
requirements assigned to the C4ISR systems could be represented like in 
Figure 210. 

 

                                                 
8Cf. Timofte, G., Vasile, R.V., Direcţiile de evoluţie a sistemelor C4ISR impuse de cerinţele 

rezultate din conflictele militare contemporane,  Sesiuneaă deă comunic riă ştiin ificeă
„StrategiiăXXI”,ăUniversitateaăNa ional ădeăAp rareă„CarolăI”,ăBucureşti,ă2008,ăp.2. 

9 Enhancing Inteoperability, Executive Working Group, Brussels, 2008, p.1-1.  
10Defense Science Board, Summer Study on Information Management for Net-Centric 

Operations, Vol. II, The Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics, Washington, D.C., 2006, p.10. 
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Figure 2. The relationships between operational scenarios and information 
requirements 

 
Even after the scenarios assessment a certain common line could be 

observed, these demand some particular information requirements out of 
which eventually resulting three specific areas or domains, as follows: 
information management (IM); command and control information capability 
(C2); information surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR). Taken as a whole, 
the three combined domains form out a so called information capability for 
combat/operation.  
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2.NCW and NATO NEC Implications Over C4ISR Type 
Information Networks  

Military operations of the 21st century are characterized by a 
continuous growth of complexity due allied effort to accomplish the 
objectives, and to the interlace nature of strategic, operational, and tactical 
levels, as well as because of the mixture of military and civilian objective. 
Increasingly more, military commanders face the problem regarding the 
conciliation of conducting traditional military operations with overall 
mission objectives, and national policy. 

The globalization, technological developments and transition pace to 
the Information Age deeply affects political, social and security 
environments,ă includingă NATO’să abilityă toă answeră toă theă newă threats,ă
demanding new deterrence, warning, and prevention strategies against 
terrorist attacks, with amendments in proper application of the military and 
civilian powers, within the effects based operations.  

This kind of arguments determines the transformation of the Alliance 
and its members alike by enhancing the decision processes based on 
information superiority and NEC. This approach aims a deeper integration 
of political and military tools, adoption of new methods and organizational 
institutions able to generate rapid and decisive results at the tactical, 
operational and strategic levels, outside the traditional areas of 
responsibility. Resizing the decision making process, based on information 
superiority and implementation of the NCW and NATO NEC concepts 
represents essential parts of the armed forces transformation, with a decisive 
role set aside to information systems. General framework of the Alliance 
transformation is presented in Figure 3.  
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This purpose is ensured in the military by developing the potential of 

the C4ISR systems that rationally encompasses the elements involved in the 
sensors interconnection (sources of information), performers/weapon 
systems (operational elements) and  decision makers, together making 
possible the development of networking and effects based operational 
capabilities11. Providing information assurance, with direct influence on 
combat power and mission efficiency, drives the optimization of the 
deployment and support of joint forces. 

                                                 
11NATO Network Enabled Capability Feasibility Study, v 2.0, Executive Summary, NC3A, Brussels, 
2005, p.7.  
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 Figure 3.  General framework of the Alliance transformation  
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The future combat space will include elements of the strategic 
concepts of NCW and NATO NEC that first will transform information in 
power factor and increase react capacity and precision of force commitment, 
and secondly will quickly include all the conceptual and technological 
innovations from the military. It is important to emphasize the fact that if 
the new millennium conflicts will be conducted mainly in a coalition or 
alliance environment, then the most difficult obstacle is represented by the 
removal of the technological gap between the participant states.  

The concept framework of NCW and NATO NEC and the way it is 
conceived the integration of data collecting capabilities, decision making, 
and transmitting the decision to the operational elements is synthetically 
presented in Figure 4.  
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Figure 4. The concept framework of NCW and NATO NEC 
 
The integration of these dimensions (elements) allow NATO 

structures and NATO nations to create a common picture of the battle space 
and consequently to enhance its level of situation awareness and the 
effectiveness of the common actions. The principle of making the common 
operational picture is shown in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5. The principle of making the common operational picture 
 
Concepts like NCW and NATO NEC will allow troops to be able to 

action within their structures or a coalition of forces in a way that should be 
redefined to match the actual concepts regarding the military operations and 
architecture of the information systems. Conducting the forces demands 
integrated C4ISR systems at every echelon. Under the conditions of 
particular dynamism of the military actions and positions fluidity, the 
C4ISR systems have to ensure a full cover with leadership alternatives of 
the entire area of responsibility, real time command and control of the 
available forces and means, as well as efficient logistic support. The 
implementation of the NCW and NATO NEC concept is seen as a force 
multiplier, a generator of the information and decisional superiority, 
empowering a substantial growth of the missions’ăefficiency. 

 
3.Assessment of the C4ISR Capabilities Development in the 

Romanian Armed Forces According to NATO NEC Environment 
At this moment, transformation is the most important observable fact 

in the military. This is a key word in NATO and in the same time in 
Romanian Armed Forces. Basically, transformation refers to: 

- Reconsidering military operations nature, as well as doctrines, skills 
and assets. 

- Influencing the C4ISR systems, with two general frameworks, 
namely Network Enabled Capability and Critical National Infrastructure. 

The main purpose of the two frameworks is to obtain information 
superiority, which is one of the fundamental pillars of the NATO NEC 
concept. 
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Network Enabled Capability provides a better and faster support of the 
entire operations spectrum. Most important desired results are: 

- Information and decision superiority (first objective of NATO NEC); 
- Informationăcoherenceăandăoverallăusers’ăinteroperability; 
- Increased awareness;    
- Increased flexibility. 
These results become possible only contained by a Networking and 

Information Infrastructure that brings together sensors, command and 
control centers, and effectors, regardless they are on land, sea or air. 

In our opinion, basic criteria of NATO NEC are the following: 
- Intelligent networks; 
- Information management software included in network nodes; 
- Distribution of broadband services; 
- End-to-end Quality of Services; 
- Security solutions evenly distributed in the entire system; 
- Users’ămobility. 
The purpose of NATO NEC concept is to create intelligent networks 

able to have an operational contribution to information management and 
dissemination. This service requires information software management 
applications included in network nodes, implemented command and control, 
and administrative applications (Intranet), and widely use of graphic and 
imagery tools.  

For these applications broadband services are needed. These services 
requireărealătimeădata,ăthat’sătoăsayămultimedia service with guaranteed end-
to-end Quality-of-Service for streaming video, sensors management, 
effectors control etc. 

This whole environment demands security solutions evenly distributed 
throughout the system, in order to serve different users communities 
(information security, registration and authentication of the users etc.). 

And last but not least, NATO NEC concept requires the support of 
users’ă mobility,ă specifică systemsă andă technologiesă thată extendă voice,ă dataă
and multimedia services to the fielded units, down to soldier level. 

Taking into consideration the second mentioned framework it is 
important to emphasize that it started to be consistent after 9/11 having the 
following basic criteria: 

- Proprietary or dedicated data flows; 
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- Network redundancy (grid systems) and different transmission media 
(radio relay, satellite, optic fiber); 

- Automatică restorationă ofă theă users’ă connectionsă throughă theă
mechanisms with Multiple Priority and Preemption; 

- Operations System Support 
- Use of online certified encryption equipments; 
- Control systems of the access to the public systems. 
Network Information Infrastructure is composed of strategic Network 

Information Infrastructure – National Military Communications Network; 
tactical Network Information Infrastructure;  Functional Area Services, as 
well as users and missions. 

The first implemented element and one of most importance is the 
Permanent Telecommunications Network. This represents the infrastructure 
of the National Military Communications Network. 

The Strategic Radio Network is a single channel network based on 
performing radio equipments designed to provide communications 
capabilitiesăforăservices’ăstaffsăandădeployableălargeăunitsăorăforăgenerationă
regeneration forces on move, as well as a backup solution to the Permanent 
Telecommunications Network ensuring mainly data communications. In 
order to provide in some areas supplementary communications capabilities, 
there are deployable elements of the Permanent Telecommunications 
Network mounted on containers or special vehicles. 

Each service (especially air forces and naval forces) can make their 
own specific sub networks. 

To improve the performance of the Romanian National Defense 
Network, we consider an evolutionary strategy should be adopted. This 
strategy is basically founded on following stages: 

- Assessment of existing systems; 
- Projection of a national Overarching Architecture; 
- Development of necessary Reference Architectures and Target 

Architectures; 
- Roadmap for Target Architectures. 
The stages already started to be approached according to the 

operational requirements and available funds. 
Today, the Permanent Telecommunications Network represents the 

infrastructure of National Defense Network that is used by all the structures 
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of the Romanian Armed Forces. Over this communications system there 
were accomplished: the military INTRANET system (INTRAMAN), 
encrypted video-conference system, specific naval forces applications 
(ARGUS), environmental applications etc. At the strategic level, these 
networks represent the pillars of the Network Information Infrastructure. 
The development concept of the National Defense Network will allow the 
evolution toward a component of the NATO network confederation. The 
actual performances provide operational capabilities and interconnection 
with other networks with certain limitations. In our opinion, the most 
important fact is the permanent commitment for the improvement of these 
capabilities. 

The strategic Network Information Infrastructure supply 
communications in support of a significant number of functional 
applications, such as: the National Air Command and Control System 
(including sensors connections – FPS117, GAP FILLER and radars and 
updated analogical vectors – air bases, Soil-Air Missiles, electronic warfare 
units), NBC Surveillance and Warning System, National Integrated 
Meteorological Information System, Maritime Complex Observation 
System (SCOMAR), Military INTRANET etc. 

Presently, the Permanent Telecommunications Network is an 
enhanced EUROCOM system based network with EUROCOM, STANAG 
and commercial (ITU-T) gateways to other networks. All of these ensure a 
high level of interoperability with commercial (ITU-T), and tactical 
(STANAG and/or EUROCOM) networks. The Permanent 
Telecommunications Network is also interconnected with NATO General 
Communications System (NGCS), and with the Italian National Military 
Communications Network using the SICRAL satellite system. In the future, 
the Permanent Telecommunications Network will provide services to 
NATO users on Romanian territory. Furthermore, there is possible to 
interconnect the Permanent Telecommunications Network with other 
nations’ătacticalănetworks. 

The Strategic Radio Network is intended to provide minimum voice, 
data and link capabilities for all tactical and operational units HQs, when 
other means of communication cannot be used. This network is employed at 
theălevelăofătheăservices’ăHQs,ăforătacticalăandăoperationalăunitsă(mainlyăforă
the units made available for NATO operations). The communications 
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provided are protected to interception and jamming with incorporated crypto 
devices and frequency hopping equipments. The Strategic Radio Network 
has integration capabilities with INTRAMAN messaging services. 

Major services offered by the military INTRANET or INTRAMAN, 
as well as the information systems which use it as support infrastructure are: 

- Basic information services (electronic mail, files and printing, WEB, 
hierarchical activity management, hierarchical documents flows 
management etc.). 

- Support for functional information systems: 
- Support Information System of the Military Actions (SISAM) 
- Defense Intelligence Information System (SIA) 
- Modeling and Simulation Information System (SISMIM) 
- Weapon Systems (SISARM)  
- Assisting Military Education Information System (SIMIL) 
- Integrated Logistic System (AILS) 
There are Out Of Area extensions of the Romanian National Defense 

Network to support our deployed troops in international operations. There 
are also extensions for the Romanian Ministry of National Defense 
representations to NATO, ACO and EU. These extensions provide voice, 
data and VTC services. 

 
4.Expansion of Romanian Armed Forces’ Defense Capabilities by 

Implementing Integrated Technologies to Ensure Flexible and 
Multifunctional Capabilities  

The operational needs that can be defined for a defence common 
network are: 

- Connectivity for all involved segments: political level, military at all 
levels, international coalition like NATO, EU and others  

- Access to the network to satisfy criteria like flexibility, simplicity 
and security, in country or out of area, in order to allow the users exploiting 
the network: 

 - From fixed sites through military, governmental or commercial 
infrastructure; 

 - From fixed sites via deployable CIS/CCIS assets; 
 - From mobile assets/commands/units via connections set up by 

means of remote access services. 
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One of the most important technical requirements for the National 
Defense Network is to comply with most relevant standards to ensure 
interoperability. The network topology has also to grant a suitable 
flexibility, survivability and seamless services integration according to users 
needs. The network should support as well different services / applications / 
functions and the relevant information flows, granting both autonomous and 
common operations, integration and data exchange when required by 
specific services or applications. 

No less important is the employment of the latest technologies such as 
Software Defined Radio, Secure Communication Interoperability Protocol, 
and TACOMS Post 2000 etc. 

The National Defense Network should provide support for: 
- Network interconnecting services 
- Core services 
- Functional areas services for human resources, reconnaissance, 

operations, logistics, planning, geo-meteorological, and simulation etc. 
Thisă approachă isă similară toă NATO’să approaches used for the 

development of NATO Bi-Strategic Command Automated Information 
System, Deployable CIS, and NATO General Purpose Communication 
System. 

Within the described scenario, an evolutionary process leading to a 
“networkă based”ă capabilityă within an acceptable period is of the most 
importance. To this aim, actions should be concentrated on the 
implementationăofăaă“CommonăNetwork”ăbyătakingăadvantageăofătheărecentă
procurements and by optimizing and integrating systems, already in use or 
to be introduced in use in the near future. Under the assumptions on targets 
made, the following requirements will lead the process: 

- Support of broadband services (multimedia integrated services); 
- Optimization of the available transmission bandwidth; 
- Upgrade / implementation of access networks; 
- Increase of network security through NATO approved encryption 

systems, and NATO security concepts (i.e. multilevel security); 
- Upgrade of existing or introducing new IT platforms to support core 

services; 
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- Increase of integration with the achievement of out of area seamless 
support through satellite bearers, and high capacity connectivity to mobile 
assets; 

- Enhanced interoperability between National Defense Network and 
NGCS; 

- Increase of automation and control functions to replace reduced 
manning. 

These requirements lead to final objectives achievement: 
- Building a secure and highly survivable network; 
- Full integration of both strategic and tactical network components; 
- Network architecture and adopted technologies able to optimize the 

capabilities regarding the efficiency and management; 
- Evolution of services. 
Starting from the present situation, a sequential action plan could be 

defined in order to build a common network for the Romanian Armed 
Forces. The services provided by the network are core services and 
functional area services, in accordance with the concept of Bi-Strategic 
Command Automated Information System. Core services are pretty well 
extended in the network, and in our opinion the main issue is represented by 
less developed services dissemination to all the users. 

In the Functional Area Services, Romanian Armed Forces are in the 
stage of efforts and funds investments. These activities are driven by the 
need of real time information exchange between effectors and sensors, as 
well as by specific services for different missions. The services will be 
provided starting from core area toward specific areas as national users, 
NATO users, users from different coalitions, and participants to abroad 
missions. 

For the short time perspective, we believe that Romanian Armed 
Forces will focus their efforts on integration of existing systems and 
introducing only integrated subsystems, or subsystems with integration 
capabilities into the existing network. 

Romanian Armed Forces are in the process of testing and finalization 
of integration activities of new Electronic Warfare System - the program 
Azur, and Weapon System - Hawk XXI. Also there are two main programs 
for services – SCOMAR – surveillance and reconnaissance system for 
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Naval Forces Staff and SCCAN – command and control system for Air 
Forces Staff.  

For the immediate next period of time the ambitions are higher. 
Because of high demanding capacity of new information systems, the 
Romanian Armed Forces will concentrate the efforts for up-grading the 
existing infrastructure by introducing the high rate bearers. For some areas 
will realize high capacity fiber optic area networks. In order to increase the 
processing capabilities, multi-protocol – multi-service switches will be 
introduced. 

Furthermore, the efforts will be focused on: 
- Integration of the legacy systems made through specific gateways 

that will not limit the performances. 
- Use of software defined radio that will be extended for all services 

and all type of communications. Radios with these capabilities are already 
in use. 

- Setting up a global network management system. 
- INFOSEC area, protecting the information and the systems being 

another major task. IP encryption is to be used as a standard solution. 
- Sensors integration and use of smart sensors. 
5.Conclusions  
The Romanian Ministry of National Defense has started different 

modernization programs, many of them at lower echelons, due to the 
commitment level at the programs initiation moment. Currently, this 
commitment involves higher echelons, because it became obvious that 
because the lack of coordination these systems hardly could be integrated at 
brigade level.  

Analyzing this situation, Communications and Information 
Directorate from General Staff, with Land Forces Staff support, decided that 
the only way to solve all the aspects regarding the integration is to start a 
process of defining the C4ISR system al brigade level. The reason of this 
decision is that a multilevel, flexible and operational C4ISR system is 
potentially the most important force multiplier for overall battle space. 

In order to develop a competitive C4ISR system, we believe that the 
architecture recommended in NATO C3 Systems Architecture Framework 
is the best approach. As basic technology is adopted battle space digitization 
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and fundamental idea is C4ISTAR concept. Not less important is the 
coordination with interacting programs. 

The development and use of operational, digital and mobile 
communications to provide reconnaissance, command and control data to 
the soldier are based on operational requirements, and technological, time 
and budgetary constraints. 

C4I system should make available command support for all levels. All 
weapon systems have to be integrated. Mobility is a basic feature for all 
tactical systems. Protection is the key behind which are security, electronic 
countermeasures, and data encryption. Communications support should 
provide enough capacity for command and functional services support. Not 
least, the system must ensure interoperability between national and 
international areas, within the North Atlantic Alliance or with the military 
structures of the member nations of the European Union. 
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Abstract: Until recently, since the end of the Cold War, we never witnessed such an 
amplitude. Strategic rivalries manifested especially at regional level after the Cold War 
period, culminated with the Ukrainian crisis, a peak in the last manifestation of 
international rivalry, basically due to the peripheral actors involved, the Ukrainian crisis 
demonstrated that international interstate rivalry is still playing.  

This paper proposes a brief analysis of several regional strategic rivalries and 
advances the existence of a new type of international strategic rivalry, a far more complex 
than the interstate type, rivalry which became more and more visible on the international 
scene with the emergence of ISIS, initially a declared fundamentalist terrorist organization 
that during last two years became a more complex entity.  

 

Keywords: strategic rivalries, extended/multistate strategic rivalry, ISIS, 
international law, national law, terrorism 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 

he emergence and development of conflicts/crisis at regional or 
international level was generally approached as being the internal 

problem of a State, in its relations with neighboring States. Therefore, the 
conflict or crisis was perceived as having strict local causes (social, cultural, 
ethnic or religious ones, causes that generally are related to historical 
memory of parties engaged in conflict), Thus, in majority of studies 
approaching conflict, there is less, if not at all present, the influence of 
strategic rivalry among the States whose sphere of influence, as an example, 
there is situated the territorial development of certain conflicts. Or, in a very 
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particular case of ISIS, there is no state involved as leadership and chain of 
command, the operations of the ISIS fighters are mainly conducted in a 
territory that belong to different officially recognized states (Syria and Iraq) 
with some extent in the Lybia and Nigeria which are already well known 
caliphate colonies2  That is why, in this article, we briefly approach a series 
of conceptual traits regarding strategic rivalries, relating present work with 
previous one in the field of international conflicts. 

 
2. Terminological aspects: inter-state strategic rivalry and 

extended/multistate strategic rivalry 
Relating own previous research in the field of ethnic and religious 

conflicts with the strategic rivalry theories we can note the fact that a 
particular type of strategic rivalry is atypical if we refer to the standard 
theories.  

Setting as referential definition in our study the one promoted by 
William Thompson, according to which strategic rivals must mutually 
perceive each other as: 

competitors3; 
source of actual or future threats that have the potential to get a 

military dimension4; 
enemies5, 
we can take advantage by the fact that such definition allow us to 

identify strategic rivals through foreign policy historic analysis in order to 
determine critical moments when two states or two entities on the 
international scene perceived each other according to the above mentioned 
defining criteria. 

                                                 
2 Mirco Keilberth, Juliane von Mittelstaedt and Christoph Reuter, The 'Caliphate's' 

Colonies: Islamic State's Gradual Expansion into North Africa, in Der Spiegel No. 
47/2014, 17 nov. 2014, at http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-
expanding-into-north-africa-a-1003525.html 

3 William Thompson, Principal rivalries, Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 39, nr 2, iunie 
1995, pp.195-223 

4 Ibidem 
5 William Thompson, Identifying rivals and rivalries in world politics, International Studies 

Quarterly, vol 45, nr.4 , 2001, p. 560 
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Unlike interstate type of strategic rivalry, that is supposed to engage at 
least two states as parties involved, the extended/multistate strategic rivalry 
is constructed on the identity criterion, the basic rivalry criterion being the 
ethnic or religious one. 

In our case build around the ISIS evolution, the religion provides us a 
significant example, because since the beginning of the XXIst century it 
could be observed the trend to manifest the strategic rivalries founded on 
religious criteria with strong and clear signals even before 9/11 2001, 
through the international promoting and diverse political and academic 
debates around works such as Samuel Huntington’săClash of Civilizations, 
works that, in fact, develop some older ideas and creating the perception 
that are used to the construction of a state foreign policy at the regional or 
global level. Thus, even if the War against Terror desired to be, at 
declarative level at least, a fight against radical islamist elements, through 
generalization and aggressive dissemination on media channels, it was 
perceived, especially in the Muslim world, as a war conducted by the 
Christian West against Islam. This kind of perception helped form a trend, 
not mandatory located at the Muslim world level, but in the Western world, 
trend that promotes on the one hand the defence of material and spiritual 
Islamic values against a West that is perceived as satanic and invading, and 
on the other hand promotes the attacking of the Western world and 
increasing influence of Muslim religion in the Western Christian fief. 

In this created context, we can consider that exist the conditions for 
the emergence and manifestation of a particular type of strategic rivalry that 
are manifesting inside an extended geographical region, presenting a non-
state/multi-state trait, a strategic rivalry between the values of the West and 
those of Islam. 

Complex character of this type of strategic rivalry is emerging from 
the similar complex nature of the involved parties. In this religious founded 
rivalry a series of fundamentalist-radical terrorist organizations and 
movements conduct their activities on the territory of several states (figure 
no.1) with followers from more than several states, states that are located on 
different continents: Asia, Africa, Europe etc (figure no. 2 and figure no.3). 
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Figure no. 1. Areas controlled by the Islamic State (ISIS) on the territories 

of two independent states: Syria and Iraq6 

                                                 
6www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21614226-why-and-how-

westerners-go-fight-syria-and-iraq-it-aint-half-hot-here-

mum?fsrc=scn/tw/te/pe/ed/itaintshalfhotheremum 
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Figure no. 2. Situation on October 2014 of countries of origins for foreign 

fighters in Syria7 

                                                 
7www.washingtonpost.com/world/foreign-fighters-flow-to-

syria/2014/10/11/3d2549fa-5195-11e4-8c24-487e92bc997b_graphic.html 
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Figure no. 3. Situation on January 2015 of countries of origins for foreign 

fighters in Syria8 
 
Unlike inter-state strategic rivalry, in the case of Islamic State we deal 

in our analysis with citizens from a multitude of states, many of them from 

                                                 
8http://knowmore.washingtonpost.com/2015/01/27/more-than-20000-foreign-fighters-have-

joined-isis/ 
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European states, which fight under the flag of a former organization (ISIS) 
which today is called by its leadership a state, The Islamic State, 
declaratively a global caliphate9. Thus, we can affirm that the fighters are 
bond together by the Muslim cultural, religious identity banner and islamist 
political militancy. 

Therefore, the analysis of the parties engaged in the conflict proves a 
very difficult one, the more so, usually to the religious affinities are attached 
criteria of geographic proximity, as it is the case in regions like North 
Africa, Near and Middle East, Central and Eastern Asia (Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Indonesia). 

3. Extended/multistate strategic rivalry and the challenges rising 
in the field of international law 

The emergence of Islamic State poses a series of challenges not only 
in the fields like study of conflict or terrorism. It also challenges the very 
foundation of international law as we know it. 

Since the declaration of Islamic State on 29 June 2014 as a worldwide 
caliphate10, and the discovery of a series of internal documents of Islamic 
State leadership11 and taking also into consideration the reaction of 
international community regarding Human Rights abuses12 committed by 
the Islamic State, we can conclude that are witnessing a new sensitive 
situation in the international legal field. 

As we know, the western constitutional doctrine formulated a number 
of three constitutive elements of the state, elements characterized by the 
organic unity. Existence of these three elements is affirmed in documents as 
The Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States, signed in 
1933 during the seventh International Conference of American States, 

                                                 
9 Mirco Keilberth, Juliane von Mittelstaedt and Christoph Reuter, Op. cit, at 

www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-expanding-into-north-africa-a-
1003525.html 

10 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/isis-declares-new-islamic-state-
in-middle-east-with-abu-bakr-albaghdadi-as-emir-removing-iraq-and-syria-from-its-
name-9571374.html 

11 www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-terror-
group-a-1029274 

.html 
12http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14984&Lang-

ID=E 
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which codified the declarative theory of statehood as part of customary 
international law. The text of the Convention stipulated that the state as a 
subject of international law must meet a series of conditions regarding its 
content and structure13: 

permanent population; 
a determined territory; 
a government; 
the capacity of entering relationships with other states 
Also, as subject of international law are recognized the national 

liberation movements that meet several criteria14 such as: 
representative leadership with the capacity of effective authority on a 

territory; 
existence of an liberated territory; 
organized armed forces with the potential to lead to an end the 

liberation struggle. 
Since the discovery of internal secret documents in the house of a 

deceased lider of ISIS15, Samir Abd Muhammad al-Khlifawi (former 
intelligenceăofficeră inăSaddam’să IraqăArmy,ăbestă knownăasăHajiăBakr),ă onă
January 2014 it was proven that from 2010 a strategy for the Islamic State 
and its internal structures was built (figure no.4). 

 

                                                 
13 StelianăSc unaş,ăDrept internaţional public, EdituraăC.ăH.ăBeck,ăBucureşti,ă2002,ăp.ă83 
14 Raluca-MigaăBeşteliu,ăDreptăinterna ional.ăIntroducereaăînădreptulăinterna ionalăpublic,ă

EdituraăALLăBeck,ăBucureşti,ă1998,ăpp.ă133-136 
15 www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-islamist-terror-

group-a-1029274.html 
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Figure no. 4. An English language draft rendered after Haji Bakr hand 

notes16 
 
Since those documents indicates the existence of a central hierarchical 

structure, we can conclude that premises could exist for a strategy which 
objectives could be the recognize of Islamic state as a national liberation 
movement. 

 
Conclusions 
As a conclusion we could affirm that the actual state of the 

international scene is in a continuing transformation, the new actors that 
emerged, their nature and actions, lead to approach international relations 
from a new, out of the box perspective, as the traditional theories seemed to 
prove their limits. 

                                                 
16 www.spiegel.de/international/world/islamic-state-files-show-structure-of-

islamist-terror-group-a-1029274.html 
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The emergence of new non-state actors, that challenges the 
contemporaneous world order, by creating a new type of strategic rivalry, 
must urge to a focus on international legal norms, updating them to keep up 
with reality from the international scene. Certainly, those signals regarding 
Human Rights abuses have roots on the reality ground. In this case haw can 
international community intervene and sanction those committing these 
abuses? In order to not be caught in the corner by the sometimes cruel 
reality, the totality of international law subjects, with the great benefit of the 
states and organizations, must find conceptual unity and interest 
convergence, so that updated international legal norms to apprise any future 
manifestation that harm human life. 
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Abstract: European Union (EU) is a regional player that aims to strengthen its 

global status by becoming involved more actively and effectively in maintaining peace and 
stability in the world. In the EU's vision, the methods of conflicts solutions are peaceful, the 
organization chosing to respond to violence through mediation and dialogue and not 
through military force. Since the beginning of the conflict in Ukraine, the EU sent its 
representatives to assist it in the difficult times that it has been experiencing. As the crisis 
evolved, the EU has made use of various instruments in an attempt to solve the crisis: 
restrictive, diplomatic, economic measures merged with mediating and facilitating 
dialogue. Currently, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
Federica Mogherini, has continued the efforts of the Baroness Catherine Ashton in this 
regard. 
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UN Charter - landmark on methods of conflict resolution 
The conflict resolution is a relatively new field. But the armed 

conflicts and wars have a rich history. The two world wars shook the world 
so much that mankind wanted the establishment of a period of peace, 
harmony, understanding between peoples. Thus was founded the United 
Nations, whose declared aim is to maintain international peace and security 
and which is based on the UN Charter. The starting point for violent 
conflicts resolution should be based on the UN Charter, which mentions two 
ways of resolving conflicts: on the one hand peaceful ways, on the other 
hand – in certain condition –the use of force. 
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Peaceful methods for violent conflict resolution 
Chapter VI of the UN Charter presents the peaceful methods of 

dispute settlement – negotiation, enquiry, mediation, conciliation, 
arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements, 
or other peaceful means – they are recommended to be used in a spirit of 
tolerance and good coexistence among peoples. 

The use of force as a means to resolve violent conflicts 
In Chapter VII of the UN Charter two situations are provided within 

which armed force can be used. First it provides that where prevention and 
constraint measures taken against a state do not have the desired result, the 
SecurityăCouncilă“itămayătakeăsuchăactionăbyăair,ăsea,ăorălandăforcesăasămayă
be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and security. Such 
action may include demonstrations, blockade, and other operations by air, 
sea, or land forces ofăMembersăofă theăUnitedăNations”1. Secondly, Article 
51 provides that if an armed attack occurs against a UN member state, it can 
exercise the right to individual self-defense, being allowed to use military 
force in response to the aggression to which it has been  undergone. 

The conflict resolution is mainly the preserve of supranational 
construction. Among the big mediators are the UN, EU, OSCE and the 
African Union. The USA also enjoy the status of mediator as the world 
great power. Note also the recent initiative of Germany and France in the 
Minsk negotiations to conclude a peace agreement on the conflict in 
Ukraine. 

2. The resolution of violent conflicts from the European Union 
perspective 

Since 2011, the EU has a diplomatic service created by the Treaty of 
Lisbon as the European External Action Service (EEAS). EEAS and 
implicitly the European diplomacy are led by the High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the only voice of the 28 
member states and EU diplomacy chief. 

As a promoter of peace, democracy and human rights, the EU has all 
the makings to set itself up in a mediator to pave the way for peace and 
stability. Mediation is the most used method in diplomacy within the EU to 
                                                 
1 ***Charter of the United Nations, Chapter VII: Action with Respect to Threats to the Peace, 
Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of Aggression, Article 42, accessed February 16, 2015, on 
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter7.shtml. 
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facilitate the conflict resolution. In this respect, the EU contribution 
concerning the settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the dialogue 
between Belgrade and Pristina and the efforts to end the Six-Day War in 
Georgia, are eloquent evidence of the EU's experience in this field. 

Although the EU mediation experience was rich, it was considered 
necessary to take measures to increase the capacity of mediation and 
dialogue so, on the 3rd of November 2009 the Concept on Strengthening EU 
Mediation and Dialogue Capacities was elaborated. For the Council and the 
EuropeanăCommission,ătheăconceptăisă“a policy basis for EU engagement in 
the area of mediation and dialogue”2. The EU involvement in mediation and 
dialogue can be found both in the European Security Strategy (2003) and 
the report on its implementation (2008), all prepared under the direction of 
Javier Solana, the EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and 
security Policy (CFSP) at the time. 

From the EU perspective, mediation is an effective and relatively 
inexpensive tool that can be used successfully both in prevention and also in 
transformation and conflict resolution. In this respect, the EU concept on 
mediation activity and the implementation of peace agreements resulted in a 
holistic approach involving both support through a wide range of civilian 
and military instruments for crisis management and the specific areas of 
trade and development tools. Regarding the role of a mediator, the High 
Representative (HR), the Presidency, the European Commission, EU 
Special Representatives and European Commission delegations can 
undertake mediation actions within EU. 

The proposed concrete measures meant to strengthen the capacity of 
EU in the area of mediation cover several directions: strategic and 
horizontal aspects, operational support, training, knowledge management, 
outreach and co-operation. Among the measures set out in the Concept on 
Strengthening EU Mediation and Dialogue Capacities we mention: the EU 
mediation activity carried out by its representatives with expertise in this 
area, should materialize in an early stage of the conflict; EU must act as a 
binder at the diplomatic level and at the same time to financially intervene 
to support the mediation process; EU must provide specialized training to its 
                                                 
2 Conseil de l'Union Européenne, Concept relatif au renforcement des capacités de l'UE dans le 
domaine de la médiation et du dialogue, Bruxelles, 3 novembre 2009, accessed February 12, 2015, on 
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/docs/ening_eu_med_fr.pdf. 
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actors involved in the mediation process; the exchange of experience and 
best practices of mediators are encouraged and it is required to strengthen 
the cooperation with the international partners. 

The vast experience of the EU as a mediator has opened new 
perspectives in the mediation approach, the EU contributing significantly to 
the development of important aspects of mediation by: promoting mediation 
as a peaceful method of resolving tensions and conflicts; supporting  
mediation by tools specific to different domains - civilian and military 
instruments for crisis management and tools of trade and development; 
providing assistance in mediation in terms of training, logistical support and 
expertise provided both to the mediator and the parties to the conflict; 
financially supporting the mediation process. The consolidation of the 
support capacity in the mediation and dialogue field will enable the EU to 
have a considerably greater role in the efforts directed towards conflict 
prevention and resolution. 

A complementary tool is the Mediation Support Team in the 
mediation field, which provided expert support in the area of mediation and 
dialogue to the EU institutions, its partners and EU representatives  that 
were active in many parts of the world: Mali, Myanmar, Yemen, Lebanon, 
Syria, Middle East, North Africa, Afghanistan, South Caucasus, Central 
Asia, Western Balkans, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Nigeria, Central America3. This 
team was established within the European External Action Service in 2011 
in order to provide support on technical expertise, advice, and operational 
support4 and to address the need for the consolidation of the EU support 
capacity in the mediation and dialogue field.  

3. The EU demarches to resolve the conflict in Ukraine 
The annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation on the 16th of  

Marchă2014ămarkedătheăfirstăstepăinăVladimirăPutin’să ăboldăplanătoărestoreă
Russia's domination on the States from the former USSR. This fact has 
generated, in addition to the dismay and condemnation from the 
international community, a serious diplomatic crisis. The European 

                                                 
3 Union Européenne. Action Extérieure, Équipe de soutien à la médiation de l’UE,  accessed February 
14, 2015, on http://www.eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/docs/2013_eu_mst_factsheet_fr.pdf. 
4 European Union External Action, Fiche technique, Équipe de soutien à la médiation de l’UE, 
accessed February 14, 2015, on http://eeas.europa.eu/factsheets/docs/factsheet_eu-mediation-support-
team_fr.pdf. 
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Parliament has taken action since the 13th of March 2014 by asking Russia 
to withdraw its military forces from Ukraine. Crimea was attached, and the 
EU's response to this action that threatened the territorial integrity of 
Ukraine was extremely fast: the day after the annexation of Crimea by the 
Russian Federation there were adopted restrictive measures5 against those 
responsible for undermining or threatening the Ukrainian territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and independence, consisting of imposing travel 
restrictions and assets freeze. A few days later, on the 21st of March, the EU 
decided to extend these restrictive measures6 by adding other persons to the 
existing list, followed by a cascade of restrictive measures that were both for 
people from Russia and Ukraine, Russian entities, but also relating to 
Crimea and Sevastopol (May 12, May 28, July 11, July 18, July 24, July 25, 
July 29, July 30, July 31, September 11, November 28, December 18, 2014). 

The second phase  materialized in a short time by taking control over 
the state institutions by the pro-Russians demonstrators in the cities of 
Harkov, Donetsk and Lugansk located in eastern Ukraine. After the 
Crimean model, which was based on the Kosovo precedent, on the 11th of  
May a referendum was organized and Donetsk and Lugansk were declared 
independent. These destabilizing actions which affect the territorial integrity 
of Ukraine are denounced by Ukraine as being caused by the Russian 
Ferderation. Ukraine triggered an anti-terrorist operation in the areas where 
pro-Russians separatists acted, but the powerful military equipment in their 
possession and their military training had the effect of gradual withdrawal of 
the Ukrainian army and therefore the continuing loss of land, numerous 
civilian casualties and an increasing number of people who, for fear of 
armed battles, left their homes and work of a lifetime to even save 
themselves. 

An element with a deep emotional charge in the Ukraine crisis was 
the collapse of the Boeing 777 of the company Malaysia Airlines, on the 
17th of July 2014, in the Ukrainian region of Donetsk controlled by the pro-

                                                 
5 Council of the European Union, EU adopts restrictive measures against actions threatening 
Ukraine's territorial integrity, Brussels, 17 March 2014, accessed February 17, 2015, on 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/141603.pdf. 
6 Council of the European Union, EU strengthens sanctions against actions undermining Ukraine's 
territorial integrity, 21 March 2014, accessed February 17, 2015, on 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/141741.pdf. 
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Russians separatists who were carrying violent clashes between them and 
the Ukrainian army . The plane had taken off from Amsterdam bound for 
Kuala Lumpur. Both Ukraine and the Russian Federation accused each other 
for shooting down the plane that caused the deaths of all 288 people on 
board. According to Der Spiegel cited by Mediafax, the German Foreign 
Intelligence Service determined that the plane “was shot down by pro-
Russians insurgents with a missiles system stolen from the Ukrainian 
army”7. Following this aviation tragedy EU countered by establishing new 
sanctions. 

On the 29th of July 20148 the EU set up economic sanctions and 
diplomatic measures against the Russian Federation. The economic 
sanctionsă takeă intoăaccountă twoădistinctăaspects:ăonă theăoneăhand,ăRussia’să
restricting access to the capital markets in the EU and on the other hand the 
establishment of an embargo on the import and export of weapons and 
related materiel from and to the Russian Federation. The diplomatic 
measures taken against the Russian Federation aimed at the isolation and the 
restriction of access to international organizations. In this context a G7 
meeting in Brussels was preferred on the 4th and 5th of June 2014 and not 
the upcoming G8 summit held in Sochi. The EU also decided to suspend 
negotiations on Russia's accession to the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) and the International Energy Agency 
and the cancellation of the EU-Russia summit. 

The G-7 Leaders’ Statement on Ukraine from July 30, 2014 stated 
openness to finding a political solution to end the ongoing conflict. It was 
asked a peaceful settlement of the crisis in Ukraine and it appealed to the 
warring parties to establish as soon as possible a sustainable cease-fire. The 
attention of the G-7 leaders also targetted the Russian Federation to which 
they requested help in two situations: to use their influence to pro-Russian 

                                                 
7 MihaiăDr ghici,ăRaport privind zborul MH17: Avionul prăbuşit în Ucraina, doborât de proruşi cu 
un sistem luat de la armata ucraineană. Rebelii resping acuzaţiile, Berlin, 19 octombrie 2014, 
accessed February 17, 2015, on http://www.mediafax.ro/externe/nou-raport-privind-zborul-mh17-
avionul-prabusit-in-ucraina-doborat-de-prorusi-cu-un-sistem-luat-de-la-armata-ucraineana-rebelii-
resping-acuzatiile-13415452. 
8 Council of the European Union, EU restrictive measures in view of the situation in Eastern Ukraine 
and the illegal annexation of Crimea, Brussels, 29 July 2014, accessed February 17, 2015, on 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/144159.pdf. 
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separatistsăandăensureăanăefficientăborderăcontrolăbyătheăOSCEăobservers’să
help. 

On August 11, the European Commission President, José Manuel 
Durão Barroso had a phone conversation on the situation in Ukraine both 
with President Poroshenko and President Vladimir Putin. The conversation 
with President Poroshenko focused on humanitarian aid needed by Ukraine. 
President Barroso came to meet the demand of the Ukrainian President 
informing him that he would urgently adopt a decision on additional 
humanitarian assistance regarding the suplementary humanitarian assistence 
within the international intervention plan initiated by the United Nations. 

Indeed, the second day after the phone conversation between 
President Barroso and President Poroshenko, the European Commission 
offeredă aă furtheră humanitariană aidă ofă ă 2.5ă million€ă toă Ukraineă toă assistă
people affected by conflict in the east. The allocation of these funds was 
intended “toă registeră andă relocateă internallyă displacedă peopleă (IDPs),ă
provide shelter, food, water, healthcare, psycho-social assistance and 
protectionăinăpreparationăforătheăcomingăwinter”9. This prompt financial aid 
from the EU to the Ukrainian civilian population was possible because of 
the values shared by the member states and especially  because of the EU 
stat as the principal donor of humanitarian aid worldwide. It was not the 
only financial aid provided to Ukraine from the EU.  

On the telephone conversation with the Russian President, the 
European Commission President “expressed concern at the gathering of 
Russian troops near the Ukrainian border, as well as the continuing flow of 
arms, equipment and militants from Russian territory”10 which are elements 
designed to aggravate the situation in eastern Ukraine, not to help stabilize 
it. In this context, President Barroso “warned against any unilateral military 
actions in Ukraine, under any pretext, including humanitarian”11. Also, 
President Barroso asked Putin for help, using his influence to facilitate 

                                                 
9 European Commission, EU increases humanitarian assistance for Ukrainian conflict-affected 
population, Brussels, 12 August 2014, accessed February 17, 2015, on http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_IP-14-924_en.htm. 
10 Commission Européenne, Ukraine: entretiens téléphoniques du président Barroso avec le président 
Porochenko et le président Poutine, Bruxelles, le 11 août 2014, accessed February 18, 2015, on 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-921_fr.htm. 
11 Ibidem. 
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smooth and safe departure of civilians from areas controlled by pro-Russian 
separatists. 

On August 14, President Barroso spoke again on the phone with 
President Vladimir Putin about the situation in Ukraine. They discussed 
about ways that could contribute to de-escalate the conflict and the 
organization of consultations between the presidents of Russia, Ukraine and 
the European Commission on issues related to the implementation of the 
Association Agreement. In order to discuss in detail these important issues it 
was agreed to use diplomatic channels. 

On the 26th of August 2014 at the meeting in Minsk, the EU was 
represented by Catherine Ashton, the EU High Representative, Karel De 
Gucht, Commissioner for Trade and Gunter Oettinger, Commissioner for 
Energy. President Lukashenko, President Putin, President Poroshenko, 
President Nazerbayev and EU representatives took part in these discussions 
and they focused on economic issues and issues related to peace and 
security in eastern Ukraine. 

President Barroso was in a continuous telephone contact with 
President Poroshenko and President Putin discussing about the crisis in 
Ukraine, about the need to prevent the escalation of conflict and reiterating 
the necessity of solving the crisis through a political solution. In his view, 
the visit of President Poroshenko of August 30,ă 2014ă ină Brusselsă ă “isă ană
important symbol of the European Union's continuing support for Ukraine 
and our commitment to achieving a political, negotiated solution to the 
conflictă whichă respectsă Ukraine'să sovereignty,ă independenceă andă unity”12. 
So, the Ukrainian President's visit was the proof that there were some EU 
efforts made to peacefully settle down the crisis in this country. 

As the crisis worsens in Ukraine, the EU sets harsher and harsher 
restrictions. Thus, at the request of the European Council, the European 
Commissionăandă theăEEASăpresentedăonăSeptemberă3,ă “aă setă ofă enhancedă
measures related to access to capital markets, defence, dual use goods, and 
sensitive technologies. Additionally, a new list of individuals, including the 
new leadership in Donbass, the government of Crimea as well as Russian 

                                                 
12 European Commission, Brussels, Statement by President Barroso following his meeting with 
President Poroshenko of Ukraine, 30 August 2014, accessed February 18, 2015, on 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-265_fr.htm. 
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decision-makers and oligarchs was presented”13. The President of the 
European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, and the President of the European 
Commission, José Manuel Barroso, considers that this new package of 
restrictive measures against Russia are regarded as an effective tool that 
“willăincreaseătheăeffectivenessăofătheămeasuresăalreadyăinăplace.ăItăwillăalsoă
reinforce the principle that EU sanctions are directed at promoting a change 
of course in Russia'săactionsăinăUkraine”14. In the vision of EU officials, if 
the restrictive measures are more severe the more effective will be, and the 
ultimate goal is to change the attitude of the Russian Federation in Ukraine 
so that the moderation of Russia's actions to slow down the worsening of the 
crisis. 

The EU has acted from the very onset of the crisis in Ukraine by 
supporting it by sending repeatedly the High Representative of the time, 
Catherine Ashton, in Kiev. The purpose of these visits was the support 
offered to Ukraine to overcome the difficult time it was going through. 
Catherine Ashton held talks on the one hand with President Yanukovych 
and opposition leaders, on the other hand with the civil society 
representatives. Through her work, Catherine Ashton supported the 
presidential conduct of democratic elections and the formation of a new 
government in the same democratic spirit. The purpose of HR Catherine 
Ashton's diplomatic efforts was to facilitate dialogue between the parties. 
They also held meetings of EU foreign ministers and meetings of Heads of 
State and Government chaired by HR Catherine Ashton on whose agenda 
was the priority development of the crisis in Ukraine. Among the top 
officials of the EU, José Manuel Durão Barroso and HR Catherine Ashton 
reiterated the EU's desire that the crisis should be resolved peacefully 
through a political solution.  

In addition to the mediation activities carried out, a notable 
achievement in the support of Ukraine proces during the mandate of HR 

                                                 
13 European Council, Joint letter to the EU Heads of State or Government by the President of the 
European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, and the President of the European Commission, José 
Manuel Barroso, on restrictive measures against Russia, Brussels, 5 September 2014, accessed 
February 20, 2015, on  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/144670.pdf. 
14 Ibidem. 



 
Mihaiela BUŞE, PhD lecturer 

 
64 

Catherine Ashton is the Association Agreement between the EU and 
Ukraine signed in June 27, 2014. 

In November 2014, once concluded the mandate of HR Baroness 
Catherine Ashton, Federica Mogherini was appointed. She continued the 
diplomatic activities started by the former head of European diplomacy. In 
this respect, Federica Mogherini traveled to Kiev on the 16th and 17th of 
December where she attended meetings with the President of Ukraine Petro 
Poroshenko, the Prime Minister Arseniy Yatseniuk and the Ukrainian 
government, representatives of the opposition and civil society. After these 
meetings,ătheănewăEUăHRădeclaredăthată“TheăEUăstaysăfirmlyăandăstronglyă
atătheăsideăofăUkrainianăPeopleă(…)ătoăsupportătheăprocessăinitiatedăinăMinskă
to implement all the points that are in the Minskă agreement”15. With this 
statement the EU's position is reafirmed to support Ukraine and to promote 
a peaceful solution to solve a violent conflict. 

With the intensification of violence in eastern Ukraine, EU HR was 
concerned about the continue developmentă ofă theă crisis:ă “Theă fightingă
provoked by the continued separatist offensive, notably around Debaltseve, 
is causing great human suffering and undermines all efforts aimed at a 
politicalăsolution”16. According to Federica Mogherini the only solution for 
peace in Ukraine is to respect the cease-fire agreement, and this is one of the 
EUăpriorities;ăanotherăpriorityăisătoăprovideăfinancialăsupportătoăOSCE:ă“Theă
Minsk agreements must be fully implemented, this is our common priority. 
The EU is already providing substantial practical and financial support to 
the OSCE mission. We are now working to increase our support to OSCE so 
thată ită cană fullyă playă itsă roleă onă theă ground”17. Despite the worsening 
situation in Ukraine in March 6, 2015, Federica Mogherini maintained her 
position relating to a peaceful, political settlement of the crisis and not a 
military solution.  

                                                 
15 European Union External Action, EU High Representative visits Ukraine, 17/12/2014, accessed 
February 21, 2015, on http://eeas.europa.eu/top_stories/2014/171214_hrvp_visits_ukraine_en.htm. 
16 European Union External Action, Statement by High Representative/Vice-President Federica 
Mogherini on the latest development in Eastern Ukraine, Brussels, 04/02/2015, accessed February 24, 
2015, on http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150204_01_en.htm. 
17 European Union External Action, Press Realease, Call between the HR/VP Federica Mogherini and 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on the situation in Ukraine, 24.02.2015,  accessed February 24, 
2015, on http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/150224_02_en.htm. 
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Conclusions 
The first measures the European Union has adopted in order to 

determine a more cooperative attitude from the Russian Federation to 
prevent escalation of the conflict were restrictive measures and gradually 
economic and diplomatic sanctions. 

The restrictive measures imposed by the European Union to those 
who contributed to impaired integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine are of 
gradual evolution. Thus, initially there were implemented restrictive 
measures for a limited number of people associated with actions against the 
territorial integrity of Ukraine who were banned from entering the EU and 
whose assets were frozen. Gradually restrictive measures were extended to 
the Russian companies. To increase the effectiveness of restrictive measures 
already applied economic sanctions were applied, too, and then diplomatic 
measures against the Russian Federation. The restrictive measures became 
more stringent, restricting, for instance, Russia’access to capital markets in 
the EU. The restrictions focused on defense area, sensitive or energy 
technologies. Also, the Council of the European Union imposed sanctions 
targeting Crimea and Sevastopol. Thus, in a first stage, prohibiting goods 
imports in these areas and then, in a second one, introducing significant 
additional sanctions on investments, services and trade in the Crimea and 
Sevastopol, EU has given a clear signal that it does not recognize their 
annexation by Russia. 

On the 28th of November 2014, 132 people were under EU 
sanctions due to the  involvement in activities detrimental to the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine and 28 entities whose assets were frozen by the EU18, 
their number increasing as the situation in Ukraine continued to worsen. 

The mediation and dialogue were, are and will be the main tools 
used in the European diplomacy. With the establishment of the position of 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
and the European External Action Service EU diplomacy becomes more 
coherent and effective. 

One month after taking office of High Representative, Catherine 
Ashton made known its work objectives and EU aspiration to raise the 
                                                 
18 Conseilădeăl’UnionăEuropéenne,ăL'UE renforce les sanctions à l'encontre des séparatistes 
opérant dans l'est de l'Ukraine, Bruxelles, le 28 novembre 2014, accessed February 21, 2015, on 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/FR/foraff/145968.pdf. 
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importance of its political action by discreet diplomacy and concerted 
action. The Head of European diplomacy believes that: “It is important for 
the EU to pursue an active role in areas affected by crises and conflicts. It is 
the responsibility of a "global player", but also it is an integral part of a 
security policy for Europe”19. The UE efforts to resolve the crisis in Ukraine 
go this way. 

Catherineă Ashton'să diplomatică activityă andă heră predecessor’s,ăă
Federica Mogherini, to solve the crisis in Ukraine has resulted in efforts to 
support the implementation of a political solution through mediation and 
facilitation of a peaceful dialogue between the parties. 

Catherine Ashton believes that the EU efforts to help maintain 
international peace and security is based on three pillars; “theă direct 
involvement in the international negotiations on behalf of the international 
community; the ability to implement a comprehensive approach and the use 
of a range of tools to solve a crisis, and the close collaboration with the 
international and regional partners that only collective efforts can produce 
results”20. 

Regarding the crisis in Ukraine, by diplomatic efforts, the  European 
Union has significantly contributed to the efficiency of the international 
diplomacy in solving the crisis in this country. Unfortunately, despite the 
reactions of the international community to condemn the armed aggression 
perpetrated in Ukraine, the sanctions imposed to Russia, the intense 
international diplomatic efforts, the crisis has continuously evolved and its 
solution will be a long process whose end, at least in the near future can not 
be determined and will require intense diplomatic efforts from the 
international community. 

                                                 
19 Catherine Ashton, Diplomazia discreta e azione concertata in “La Stampa”, 22/12/2009, accessed 
February 16, 2015, on http://www.lastampa.it/2009/12/22/cultura/opinioni/editoriali/diplomazia-
discreta-e-azione-concertata-VLSeTEfzj0jWDxC7xqb6eK/pagina.html. 
20 Nations Unies, Le Conseil de sécurité salue « l’importante contribution » de l’Union européenne 
au maintien de la paix et de la sécurité internationales, 14 février 2014, accessed February 22, 2015, 
on http://www.un.org/press/fr/2014/CS11279.doc.htm. 
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Abstract: In this paper a conceptual analysis is developed, encompassing a rather 
large scientific range, of the identity clashes and its components and not in the least it is 
introduced the multiculturalism and its role as a peace-making factor and a solution 
provider. 

The conflicts between identities are hierarchically classified by the time honoured 
scientific instruments and criteria, commencing from the most serious and legitimate 
sources in this field. 

The scientific approach is built in a systematic multi-disciplinary attempt, meant to 
identify both the favouring inner causes of the identity clash, and the real context of their 
ways of making manifest. The particular and axiological  elements are supplemented with 
historical, geopolitical and sociologic  landmarks, in their dynamical nature. The 
independence of the identity clash actuality is therefore tackled from the angle of 
globalization and democracy-based changing processes in the life of the society, of a new 
economic geography of the states and the states’ need of security against the grand 
backdrop of vanishing of the economic walls between nations. 

Furthermore, in this paper are introduced the solutions  required for stopping the 
identity clashes and inhibiting their spiralling up dynamics. 

The axiological mutations and the ideological  extremism are here taken in 
consideration related to the geopolitical transformations and polarizations of a 
socioeconomic nature. Also are examined with critical eye the religious extremism 
phenomena, separatism, nationalism, anarchy and social anomy, regional insecurity. 

The multiculturalism, observance of human rights, the development of the 
democratic institutions, negotiation, social justice, social cohesion,  the intercultural / 
inter-religious dialogue, but also the implementation of the controlled-society inner 
mechanics, are just a few of the solutions introduced in this paper. 
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he globalization process as a transitory phase for mankind, is 
bearing the marks of sequentially  transformations and reforms 
which generated a series of tensions and some new types of 

emerging conflicts. 
In the past the Napoleonic paradigm prevailed in the worldwide 

geopolitical scale, as a theoretical tool at least, claiming that ,,space rules 
theăpolitics”. 

Even if this paradigm still works today, it was rather restructured 
somehow,ă soă thată ,,theă space”ă shouldă beă claimedă andă dividedă fromă theă
viewpoint of a new political and economical geography, crafted on the basis 
of some axiological models (identities) which basically are the ground of a 
brand new generation of identity conflicts.  

 The conflicts are theoretical instruments employed by science to 
quantify some status, commencing from a principle of rights. Taking into 
account the space of crisis management and conflicts prevention, we shall 
further use a definition proposed by FEWER/FAST, which claims that there 
is no crisis without a conflict-prone environment, and that any crisis 
requires a trigger to blow up. If crises are the acute portions of the conflicts 
- that is moments when are highly jeopardized fundamental values, calling 
for instant response and under pressure of the decision making entity – the 
conflicts remain those situations where two actors at least wish, at the same 
time, the same thing, which they brawl for subsequently and for whose 
possession  they are more than eager to spend resources and assume risks at 
any and all levels.  

The causes leading to triggering of  conflicts according to the 
Stanislawski model are based (theoretically) on character items of the value 
and hierarchy attributes of some actor (or group), i.e.:  Power, Resource, 
Prestige. The advantage of this model consists in the inter-changeability 
characteristic of the three itemized elements mentioned above. Within the 
space of conflicts and the contesting elements between the two actors, the 

TT  
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power shall be replaced by authority, as a coming-back to the charismatic 
power, and the prestige, as status, in correlation with authority and 
elements of identity. 

From the perspective individual features – relational effects ratio, we 
have therefore, a sub-tier classification of the conflict grounds:  

- conflicts of assignment / property, those focused on resources, 
where the dispute is purely relational and is consumed on just one element 
incurring its exclusive ownership, that is the disjunctive sharing model: 
simply, that thing is divided, after conflict, in the part of one side and the 
part of the other side, with nothing much else substantially left at the 
intersection of the two properties (albeit there still remains non shared 
portions in the process aftermath). 

- conflicts of authority / power, when the two actors are wrestling to 
gain more authority on some space / community. This time, however, both 
sides are trying to maximize their own authority and to minimize the 
opponent’să authority, without having to do here with a constant sum, a 
quantified amount of authority, so that a raising of the authority of one side 
does not lead implicitly to a lower degree of authority of the other side. 

- conflicts of status – in this case, the conflict  resides in the  
acknowledgement by the other one of some status, of some position  in a 
hierarchy, of some importance associated to some status. In this case, the 
essential characteristic, the feature in the dispute is related mostly to the 
actor’să ownă efforts,ă bută ită callsă aă erga omnes validation as such and – 
necessarily to become an actual conflict – the validation of the second actor. 

Into a third category falls the origin of the deepest conflicts, due 
especially to the symbolic payload from the class of values, from the 
groups’ă attributesă andă interests.ă Ină thisă case,ă weă deală withă aă taxonomyă ofă
features depending on the symbolic value under debate, on a scale starting 
from the most basic, primary existence up to elements exclusively related 
to hierarchy or power relations. On this scale, the fiercest conflicts are 
found in the lower section of the scale, there where the very group’s 
existence, its identity, are involved, the very legitimacy of its existence or 
its targets’ inner reasons, of the claims and the prestige, the charismatic 
power an hierarchy type attribute, set erga omnes and which generates – 
besides interests – the capability of summoning from a political viewpoint, 
the outer support to reinforce the position engaged in conflict. 
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Therefore, this way the identity clashes are conflicts the very identity 
of some actor is being debated into discussion. There are two fundamental 
types: extern, where the two actors are hassling over identity recognition 
but also of the legitimacy of one of them or they make potential or actual 
movesă foră changingă ă theă counterpart’să ownă identity,ă ofă theă traditionă asă
symbolic and institutional value of national / communitary type sub-mining 
the social order deemed as base plate of the entire hierarchy waging the 
axiological war – identity-focused and ideological war as well, and 
internally, when the components of the community in discussion claims 
parallel identities, very often prefabricated. When these contesting identities 
gain a basic political pitch, the identity clashes get polarized, the  
,,cultural”ă- symbolic factor putting itself under the political force command 
as an organisational and glue-together  factor for these groups, communities 
respectively. The identity clashes typology is comprised of: inter-ethnic, 
inter-religious, inter-cultural conflicts. 

The geographical boundaries no longer may be set in this new age 
only observing geostrategic criteria  (i.e. the ex-Soviet space, the German 
space), economics (the high – tech boom space, the energy resources space / 
raw material space), interests - strategic interest space – and the security and 
defense hot situations (South-East Europe space, the Baltic Countries , the 
statesă fromă ,,VÎSEGRAD”,ă theă ,,ă VILNIUS-10”ă states).ă Startingă withă theă
major events by the end of the XXth century the political-administrative 
geography of Europe has changed with major implications both present and 
future. 

As seen from the strategic angle the space is no longer representing 
today just a mere geographic acreage. Space had and still has a symbolic 
and political payload spiced with identity– axiological extra features, 
involving the status, the authority and the legitimacy of the political systems 
which are driving the states. The national interests were defined, in the 
globalization frame, as being mere regional interests. 

In this context, the identity clashes occurred indirectly and as a 
follow-up of the new wave in democracy and Euroatlantic push, as a form 
of kickback from the power centres that wished to maintain the status - quo. 
Onătheăotherăhandătheăstates’ănationalăroleălostăfaceăinăfavourăofătheăsupra-
statal groups (corporations), and of the sub-statal group (minorities). 
Whereas the supra-statal groups represent the economy-prevails-politics 
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aspect, recte the liberal oligarchy, the sub-statal groups involve a trend to 
regionalization, communitarism, self-organizing, both aspects configured as 
factual evidence by-products of the globalization process. The globalization 
of culture, of information generates most serious identity shifts, 
concomitantly with large drifts of social, economic or just purely identity 
emancipation, bolstered with a strong liberal streak. All these 
transformations were beneficial, but involved an asymmetric evolving 
dimension and a blossoming of secessionist trends, of non-legitimate 
entities  of terroristic type or those having a subversive nature, which 
manifested in the life of the society as retrograde forces, extremist, anti-
democratică oră fuelledă byă ur ă ethnic-religious hatred and regional / sub-
regional separatism. They flourished using to their profit the constitutional 
liberties leverage, but also speculating the institutional  gaps in order to 
wage terror and anarchy. 

An important role in maintaining the peace and social cohesion is 
played by multiculturalism. This is the expression of aculturalism, and also 
of the intercultural and inter-religious dialogue, of respecting the right of 
anyone to confess and practice any religion whatsoever by promoting a non-
discriminatory politics. The religious beliefs may take political shapes both 
defensive and offensive, and when they develop amidst an anarchic social 
background, based on the ethnic component, communitary, hierarchic 
organization, authoritarian manifest as an extremist highly aggressive force. 

The military and economic potential of the fundamentalist religious 
entities – generators of identity clashes, even full scale identity wars, 
originates in the moneylaundry and illegal cash transfers, organized crime, 
vacuumed power, institutional and security crisis, political corruption, 
insecurity and social / regional anarchy, the dissolution of the state 
authority, the volatility of the political milieu. 

The components of the identity clash are: the ethnic-religious 
component, the socio-cultural component, the ideological -political 
component and the geopolitical component. 

As an example the South Eastern Europe was set and re-known as 
traditionally space of religious and ethnic – cultural interferences. This is 
where blend in the religious and ethnic - cultural wide pools, Central and 
Eastern Europe specific, but also the pools from Near East and the Middle 
East. 



 
 
Sebastian SÂRBU 

 
74 

Taking into account the vigorous religious and ethnic - cultural 
identity, but also due to the major drives of these socio-cultural factors, 
required to define the interstate relationships, an emerging European policy 
loomed ahead to stabilize theă area’să zonesă andă toă implementă ofă theă
democratic culture and norms as basic bricks of the modern society, based 
on the progress as concept and peaceful cohabitation in a safe and tranquil 
environment. 

So the laicization of the statal institutions, the functionality of the state 
of based-on-rights state, the market economy, the respect for civil rights and 
liberties, legal coverage of the fundamental human rights, the protection of 
minorities, crisis management, support the free thinking and conscience, the 
development of the democratic institutions, represented the geopolitical side 
ofă theă reformsă andă transformationsă basedă onă states’ă partnershipă toă theă
Council of Europe, OSCE and  PfP, which was marred by the  resurrection 
of the ethnic-religious fundamentalisms, of  the ethnic-cultural tensions and 
local conflicts. 

Among the causes of the identity clashes of ethnic  - religious type 
one may enlist:  unbalanced ratios between ethnic-religious majority and 
minority by imposing of a minority ruling local administration; territorial 
skirmishes; hampering of local and regional development; artificial building 
of some statal or administrative-territorial and autonomous entities based on 
minority’să self-establishment based on ethnic-religious criteria, statal and 
interstatal separatist trends with territorial delimitations observing pseudo-
religious criteria and purely ideological or political, hacking off the religious 
assets by way of inter/intra-patriarchal quarrels, arguments boiling within 
the laic state and inside the fundamentalist entities / structures.  

The crash of Communism in the industrial societies in Europe and 
Central Asia favoured the religious moves revival. The Pan Arabian Move 
is currently reactivated and is generating the phenomenon generically 
knownăasă,,TheăIslamicăBoom”.ăAăboomăwhoseăexpansionistătargetsăfocusedă
on the Central and Eastern Europe, are as follows: controlling the main 
routes, commercial roads and centres between Europe and Asia, the 
planetary Ocean, Africa; the domination of an European space of strategic 
relevance; building up of a Muslim axis in South Eastern Europe, linked to 
the centre of Asia, the Middle East, the Near East and North Africa; 
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deploying some military conflicts of a nature to engage the clash of the 
civilizations. 

While in the ex-Yugoslavia, as anywhere within the Balkan space the 
nationalism acted as an obstacle for the NATO and EU rampant, the 
mentality of the federal identity went to its apex in the ex-Soviet space with 
identity conflicts of ethnic nature and former rivalries over some territories 
and sub-regions inhabited by various ethnics of the states just turned loose 
of the ex-USSR which severely resented the identity clash which behaved 
like a true major, ethnic component,  still paying tribute to the old Soviet 
ways to purify and desnationalise. 

The Nationalism, as cultural and axiological system, one of the 
sources of the identity clashes, is replaced with the religious beliefs system, 
energizedăăbyăproselytismăandăexpansion,ăasăaăreactionătoătheăman’săidentity 
crisis.ăThisăthingăisăvisibleăinăMohammedanăstates,ăbutăit’sănotoriousătheăfactă
that the development of some religious fundamentalist – extremist groups is 
based on sectarian principles and political motivations and aims, 
respectively. 

In this space of the identity clashes, we witness today a recrudescence 
of the battle between the ex-Soviet elite and the national elite of the newly 
emerged states.  

The themes and topics on identity clashes are complex as they are 
influenced by other factors no less important. So the geostrategic findings 
on identity reflects the dynamic evolution from one system of values to 
another one which should not be regarded separately or in parallel against 
the prominent political structures and forces, but rather in an inter-
dependency relationship. 

It is essential to note that the identity clashes dynamics projected 
across the  strategic interest space depends in its evolution on the manner 
the following favourable causes should be taken into account: 

-  a lack of political, economical, religious and ethnic-cultural  
homogeneity,  which calls for programs and strategies of long lasting 
specific development by  an effective valorification of the local and regional 
resources; 

- the regional and power unbalances require collective and 
harmonizing solutions, establishing the European, zone, and regional  
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institutional responsibilities, for a statal and supra-statal management with 
the purpose of regional development. 

  One single regional or even global actor cannot effectively to handle 
the entire array of topics and aspects and mostly it could not stand the 
political -economical - military pressures and interests swarming outside the 
reference zone. 

- reducing the development offset between regions, securing the 
access to education, implementation of policies concerning human rights 
and the norms of the civic culture in community, concomitant with the 
promotion of cohesion and social mobilization, the reconstruction of the 
communitary spirit, legal protection of the fundamental rights, represent  as 
many instruments in the hands of the decision makers to be construed as 
programmatic and inter-dependent efforts for prevention of identity clashes 
with social, political and general implications. 

- the lack of true reforms, of the local administrative capabilities, of 
the a development of civil society and its involvement in projects and 
programs on implementation of formal/non formal dialogue, of tolerance 
and inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue, the failure to secure the rights 
for minorities and encouraging of secessionist trends or the development of 
some forms of economic autonomy, based on the ethnic criterion as a result 
of the lowering the degree of statal involvement in fair processes of tightly 
woven  development of the society and resource fair-share. 

 
Special Features of the Identity Clashes. The geo-economic  

component and sociologic aspects - in the context of globalization and 
the EU dynamics. 

 
It is unanimously  accepted for a fact that in the member states of the 

European Union there is a heterogeneity status, both where the economic-
social development is concerned , and with regard to their respective 
political approaches. So much for the integration belongs as well to what 
was about to exceed the Ricardian visionă onă theă world’să economy.ă
However, one may find that the  Ricardian model applies without 
distinctions between nations which forms an out of the borders commercial 
flow, be it just a simple international trading exchange, or else if one 
proceeds to a customs office union, as lower phase of the economic 
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integration. The integration may mean less some international assembly, but 
rather a regional process instead, which,  since the structural and regional 
development political instrument is missing, there is some risk of uneven 
developments and further disintegration, so that the European Union as a 
power centre shall act like a  macro-economy where the component regions 
shall be heterogenic, the unique market and the competition,  declared as its 
main objectives, shall crash into the modern economy of today, their perfect 
opposite, in fact – the mixed economy, of the authoritarian interventionism. 

From this viewpoint were projected and are still projecting various 
development models, and the solutions cannot be but global, based on co-
ordination and co-operation, the autarchic trends being utterly unrealistic 
and inefficient. 

According to some researches done by experts in their fields, the EU 
expansion bound to the Central Eastern Europe countries incurs a 
hightening of regional disparities, with implications on cohesive policies at 
bothă Europeană andă regională levels.ă That’să whyă aă seriesă ofă specialistsă
propose an evaluation of the new theories such as: the new theory on 
commerce, the new economical geography, the foreign direct investment 
theory. Factors, such as technologies, salaries and the proximity to the 
industrial centres in the regions with geostrategic importance and the EU 
markets, contribute to an explanation of the economic geography in the new 
member states. Some surveys reveal the fact that the markets integration 
multiplied the divergent forces, therefore leading to heightening or regional 
disparities in Hungary, for instance. The same surveys highlight the fact that 
the process of internationalization and structural change is expected to 
favour the metropolitan zones and the Westward regions, as well the regions 
having a strong industrial base or the countries closed to the East-West 
border.  

In the context of economic integration getting in the thick, as a 
perpetual process, a territorial re-arrangement process is taking place, where 
the role of the obsolete national borders grow dimmer. The phenomenon 
and the process was concept-castă asă ‘borderă spiritualization.’ă Soă theă
complexity of the Euroatlantic international relationships, Euro-American, 
Euro-Asian and European, the politic-economic inter-dependence of the 
states, zones and regions become, inside the globalization frame, an 
irreversible process. The displacement of the production means is resented 
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especially where they are leaving, yet even the destination of this drift inside 
theă EUă isă gettingă ,,theă newă economică geographyă model”- region of the 
industrial cluster union, in opposition to the other regions, pushed on to the 
,,periphery”,ăbeingămanifest at work centripetal forces and those centrifuge 
– from the negative competition. However, this geo-economic context  
should not be ideology-clad. The world polarization is real, and the risk it 
should generate identity conflicts on the background of the its clad-in-
ideology, is real, this having a known precedent in history. The traditional 
division,,ăpooră /ă richă”,ă beă ită generationsăoră socialăclasses,ă againstăaă ratheră
tight-doctrine backdrop, has borne for a while, a Marxist and Catholic 
dimension, widely spread and propagated by both statal forces and the 
sectarian entities of even the criminal organizations which ideologically care 
exploited the social-economic status of unfavoured categories. The 
economicallyă,,resurrected”ăsocieties,ăareăbasedăon pragmatism, while those 
underdeveloped, pauperized are far too much addicted to ideology, without 
solutions though, nor some degree of social cohesion and mobilization. 

The trend to progressively elimination of the economic barriers 
between states heightens the need for security, in the context of 
discouragement of the identity clashes, the external threats being  coupled 
with internal depreciative and worsening factors, stimulated by strategic 
political mistakes, institutional and social instability. 

The new political-economic realities throughout South-Eastern Europe 
enforce the following directions of action: long lasting development, 
economic and energetic security, the development of the border zone 
infrastructure, the continuity of the economic reforms, both institutional and 
structural,  fighting the organized crime, decentralization the resources at 
the centre, locally, the valorification of the intellectual capital, the 
stimulation of the private initiative, provide social security and not in the 
last place the building up of the facilities and institutions with innovative 
character, by valorification of the human and technological wealth. 

From the geopolitical viewpoint, the European security and co-
operation is under menace of global threats of external type, competition 
and confrontation between the geo-economic zones being some of them, 
however one should not underestimate the domestic danger factor, the 
reactivation of extremist ideological forces which incur axiological 
mutations and power games with long term strategic impact. 
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The change of civilization status obliges us at conceptual level, to 
operate from a multi-dimensional perspective. 

The necessity to lay foundation for a new strategy for reaching a 
global security derives from the theoretical and practical hypothesis of 
energizing the inter-dependences, interactions and implicitly of the ever 
increasing of the asymmetrical threats, risk factors at the world level and of 
the identity clashes across the global anomic state background, in the 
context of global transition. 

The mankind crosses a historical individualization process, the perfect 
reverse of uniformization, from which the institutions were born. 

The institutions and the static concepts are made obsolete in front of 
the brand new life mode, highly energetic, increasingly individualized and 
under the global trends of administrative decentralization, social - economic 
self-administration by way of creation of some autonomous communities 
based on promotion of network-type structures, multi-mesh, anti-
authoritarian, anti-hierarchic  and polycentric in some special cases.                

The concepts of this type which push to re-shape the world the way 
we know it, originate in a libertarian vintage and were amended at the time 
of their heydays by the Reagan Administration (1984). 

Atătheăsameătime,ătheăsociologistsăinsistăonătheă‘worldwideăturbulence’ă
conceptăoră‘anomicăstatus’ăwhenătheyămeanăglobalăanarchy. 

In other words, the denial-of-AUTHORITY phenomenon, denial of 
any kind of order and heteronomous connections, slowly looms ahead up to 
an  objective reality, and this would  rather become a historical-conceptual 
base for claiming of the driving forces at the roots of generation of the new 
identity clashes, the axiological and behaviour action code in global space. 

Globalization, however is challenging our judgment with two main 
aspects: social autonomy and losing the executive decision making control, 
fromăthoseăăinstitutionsălabelledăasă„obsoleteăparadigm”ăonăindividualsăandă
mostly on sub-statal, subversive, interest-based groups, which may lead to 
up-grow of some erratic power centres, autarchic, ready to fuel both the 
local egoisms and global plutocracies, the supra-statal entities, and to 
change the democratic balances, and therefore jeopardizing the regional 
security, and inter-regional, respectively . 

The insecurity sources may be multiple, since the global togetherness 
accomplished by way of pluralist forms of co-operation commencing from 
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the integrative component of economic togetherness, social and 
international politics, being rather machinistic and arbitrary would lead 
rather not to gradual cultural, psychological , social, political and moral-
religious dissolution, cleavage and fragmenting, but on the contrary, to their 
reinforcement. 

This is why the security awareness culture, the multiculturalism, the 
intercultural dialogue, negotiation, the bolstering of the control mechanisms, 
communication and of social justice inner workings, and also the defensive 
discouragement, may lead to hedging of the identity clashes. It should be 
understood that a democratic society does not exclude the control, as the 
social control is a juridical sociology concept, pointing at the same time the 
passageăfromătheăstate’săpurelyăpoliticalăcontrolătoătheăControl’săSociety. 

Far from being a failure, the multiculturalism knows a profound and 
remarkable revival from a non formal viewpoint. 

Theătransferăofătheăstate’săexecutiveăauthorityăfromătheăunique,ăcentrală
level to the micro-societal local level may generate risks for the social and 
statal security of each national entity, especially because any potential 
source is exploited by a rampant, fiercely competing  power, the potential 
relative offsets being readily speculated and capitalized across all the 
interested segments by the special interests groups and entities. 

All these facts lead to a mistaken re-share  of power, the 
administrative capacity not being reinforced, but on the contrary, 
disintegrated by autarchic, anarchic or centrifugal factors  and, mostly,  
especially and mainly in those zones where operate groups led by oligarchic 
rules, which parasite on the social system. 

The sociologists are somewhat right regarding the global anomic 
statusă (‘worldwideă turbulence’),ă underă theă conditionsă ofă societyă 
polarization, of popping up of new identity groups, new political values, 
social and cultural, which clash and engage  themselves in  opposition with 
theătraditionalăvaluesăofătheă,,old”ăworld. 

All these aspects actually show in fact a change of the civilization 
status, implicitly of the social-historicalălandmarks’ăparameters. 

The anomic status urges the achievement of the political and historical 
must: from CHAOS to ORDER. 
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The anarchy which signifies a state of deny-of-law, is the result of 
autonomy degeneration which represents the Law an individual or an 
organized community of people issue to themselves by their own free will. 

Today mankind is in transit from heteronomy, that is from the Law in-
coming from outside to autonomy, as a natural follow-up of the 
globalization process, of late-breaking thought values and of the historical 
process of individualization en-route we have mentioned above. 

 
The road to new conflicts 
The identity clashes scored the  history of the last 10-20 years with 

popping up of several conflicts (even armed ones) –  of an inter-ethnic, 
separatist nature but also some new types of identity clashes, came in the 
package with the progressive deepening of the differences between 
neighbours  and the rebuke of compatibility-tuning  process at the newly 
hatched NATO frontier. 

 As to the global situation the following solutions for further 
prevention and eradication of the identity clashes are mandatory: the 
pursuance of inter-statal and inter-religious dialogue, the preservation of the 
multiculturalism and the identity of each nation as it is, the long lasting 
development, financing the  building of new democratic institutions, the 
bolsteringă andă enhancementă ofă theă administrativeă power’să efficiency,ă
removing the legal and power vacuum, the creation of social control 
mechanisms, the proactive fight against corruption and the global/regional 
anomy, the creation of area  security complex on a partnership based on 
inter/intra-regional (statal) dialogue and co-operation, on full observance of 
both majority and minority rights and liberties bereft of any positive or 
negative discrimination whatsoever and not at last  the promotion of the 
security awareness culture. 

Also it is required to further keep using legal, military and economic 
enforcement for keeping at bay the stray groups which threat the regional 
and global security. 
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Abstract: The actual article is intended to underline the way in which crises and 
local and regional conflicts nowadays influence the global economic development  

The dependence of the small states on the actions of the more developed countries, 
the economic growth accelerated by the scientific-technological developments and the 
attitude of the geopolitical actors on global context, describe in detail the ideas extracted 
from the theme of this article. The economic development is necessary, convenient and 
unavoidable, the main problems appearing when the main raw materials and essential 
resources for human survival must be insured.   

The present international relations and the ways in which political-diplomatic 
differences are solved, support the need of existence and involvement of some organizations 
and unbiased pacifist forums wherever societies have differences of opinions. The 
globalization phenomenon, the migration of the work force, the insurance of a normal 
standard of living for the population according to the present times and the rise of the 
standard of education are study issues for the developed countries. 

Protecting the present values and the identification of a solution to maintain peace 
and social balance among international relations, by facing the new technological 
challenges will invite the states to a constant and efficient development, without excessive 
and unjustified consumerism as far as natural resources are involved, or the creation of 
economic gaps which will inevitably lead to a global instability. 
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  „A developped country is a country that can 
provide all its citizens a free and healthy life in a 
safety environment” 
                              Kofi Annan  
(former General Secretary of the UNO between 
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he economic development is one of the most frequently used 
concepts with many connotations, being assimilated most of the 

times with economic growth, it has acquired a special meaning for the last 
few decades. The global economic development is a process which wishes 
to express the upward evolution of economic values, in a period of a time 
considered a model, analyzed at global level, with multiple effects on social 
and economic life. As a multi dimensional process, as maintained by the 
well known American economist, Michael Todaro1, the economic 
development involve major changes in social structures, national institutions 
and the attitude of the people, leading to an accelerated economic growth, 
the reduction of inequality and the eradication of poverty.  

Territorial crises and conflicts, interethnic, economic, cultural, 
medical or of other nature, appeared in different areas on the globe, 
develops behaviors of social instability, which cannot be compared with the 
ones studied previously. 

If the fight for the resources vital to life is maintained as a 
determination decided by history, the actual technological supremacy and 
the domination of special systems are part of nowadays challenges, which 
cannot be found in history books but more likely in science-fiction 
magazines. Time develops new situations of inter-state relationships, relied 
on motivations which do not only come down to power, territory and 
primary resources and will extend towards influence, compelling and 
manipulation. 

The intervention of multinational organizations in order to assure 
security or stability in certain areas on earth, humanitarian actions of those 
and the steps to assure democracy, will bring major modifications regarding 
the culture and the religion of the states and areas affected by crisis and 
conflicts economically weakened become spiritually fragile. 

Contemporary international relationships are strongly influenced by 
the globalization phenomenon, the possibilities of some developed countries 
or some developing nations ensures the beginning of new multiple 

                                                 
1 Todaro, Paul Michael, Economic Development, fifth edition, Longman, New York, 1994, p.15. 
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collaborations, in the following domains: politic, economic, military and 
educational, the unintegrated countries determining the apparition of some 
bordering lines which will start new situations of geo-strategic analysis and 
political diplomatic decisions, in order to identify the resources and 
conditions to fulfill the statuary and inter-state rules. In this context, 
globalization becomes a big challenge for underdeveloped countries, which 
are further and further from the possibility of an economical increase, 
necessary for the population. Thus, crises and conflicts will differentiate 
from case to case, and the ways of solving the disputes will be complex. 
Each geopolitical actor needs to acknowledge his techno-economical 
capacities of engaging in promises and to be able to make political decisions 
which will ensure economic and social stability on a medium and long term, 
high living standards should not be limited to a certain social class over 
others. 

At the same time with globalization, current scientific and technical 
findings show a sudden development, people not using the research results 
at their adequate value and positive side of their creation, but seeking to 
ensure compatibility or use in the military system. 

Amassing a large volume of equipment, high potential states wish the 
continuous improvement and replacement of this equipment with more 
advanced technologies. The costs involved in replacing the old ones and 
producing new ones, oblige politicians and military strategists to identify 
and implement options to recover the amounts consumed. Being an 
unparalleled state power, with a special status and actively involved in 
international organizations, USA can be identified among the first states 
which proceed as shown in the previous example. Exchanges of equipment 
or import and export trade, made on economic principles have no 
connection with military equipment donations made in order to carry out 
missions or to support conflict states.  

The recovery of important amount of money comes in other forms of 
financial contributions, such as fees from participating countries or from 
vital and essential resources, like raw material, from the supported states, 
which are unable to fight back. Iraqi oil reserves, which ranks fourth in the 
world after Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and Iran, and rare minerals in 
Afghanistan, with a value of over a trillion dollars, could not leave the USA 
indifferent to the international situations created, and in the absence of solid 
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reasons, new terms and scenarios may appear in the geopolitical scene, such 
as terrorism and ethnic conflicts.  

Asymmetric economic development, major differences between states 
possibilities and low standards of living for a large part of the humanity, 
leads to occurrence of crises and contemporary conflicts. Social 
contradictions classify as extreme certain behavioral ideologies, acts of 
terrorism being methods and ways of showing the opposition towards the 
inhuman phenomena currently perceived by these groups. 

Throughout  history colonial powers wanted to convey experience to 
colonized states, the development of an institutionalized system of 
organization and management, the need to implement the educational 
system, the importance of investing in industry and the option of choosing 
the  social system, democracy or anarchy. Thus, not only Western European 
countries have benefited, but also colonized states, therefore socio-
economic relationship is widely spread nowadays too, even though the 
countries mentioned above gained their independence. 

As a global superpower, the USA have not enjoyed such opportunities 
in the Middle Ages, but after the twentieth century, the expansion policy of 
the international relationships and the involvement somehow brutal in the 
decision-making bodies, gains a primary position, in certain respects well 
deserved. Interventions in Iraqi and Afghanistan aimed for maintaining the 
access to resources, mainly to oil, U.S.A. investing a considerable amount 
of money, also in the federal budget since 2015, for the airstrikes against 
ISIS and for the protection of the Kurdistan area and the capital city Erbil, 
where are the most important oil resources, the destruction of this location 
meaning the economical destabilization of the USA for a long time. Trying 
to introduce in these regions occidental democracy lessons has proved to be 
a mask of the real purpose, the access to natural resources, and, as in 
economy is not enough to produce, the USA are trying to develop a new 
marketplace, which will ensure accurate commercial exchanges, on medium 
and long term. The USA, exporting modern technology and military 
equipment in these areas, generates long term effects, forcing the states from 
the Middle East and from Central Asia to a permanent collaboration, of 
long–lasting perspective. 

If we were to make an analysis of the conflict throughout the history, 
the opinions differ, existing many specialists who consider that it is rational, 
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benefic and constructive for a world order with balance, even though there 
will be considerable human and material losses. Precisely these losses prove 
the necessity of a new international decisive institution, of modern 
equipment and defending systems. This way, the economy has to allocate a 
great deal of effort to the military production, which represents enormous 
costs, new available jobs and, whatsoever, a better lifestyle. In other words, 
poor states involved in conflicts invest important sums of money in order to 
own an army, armament purchasing and military technique, determining an 
extension of the state of crisis, while the majority of population lives in 
misery, hunger, disease and poverty. 

Conflicts that have started in certain areas or regions will call the 
attention of several developed countries, which identify the situation as an 
ideal opportunity for the consumption and long time investments in 
economy and territorial infrastructure. International relationships will adjust 
to the specific of crisis and existent conflicts, international institutions 
having the difficulty of making choices and directing the intra and 
international attitude regarding the unanimously accepted human behaviors. 

The developed states, realizing the importance of financial-banking 
interrelations, founded a Group2 in 1975 where relaxed and private 
discussions were mainly about the petrol crisis from that period. The states 
members of the group, represented by the prime ministers or the economy 
ministers, supervise the coordination of macroeconomic policies and the 
exchange rates among these countries, installing the international balance at 
international level and the worldwide economic order. The economic-
financial and banking cooperation is beneficial for the global stability, 
therefore was constituted in 1999 the Forum G20 in order to reunite the 
developed economies and the emergent economies, to identify solutions for 
a prosperous global economy. Moreover, the states interrelations will 
produce positive effects in the diplomatic relations, the crises and the 
conflicts being determined in the entire world. The establishment of BRICS3 
in the 2000s, as a top competitor for G8, created concerns related to world 
peace; in 2014, BRICS announced that they intended to introduce their own 

                                                 
2 G8 – was initially made of 6 member states: France, West Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK and the 
USA, a year later Canada, and in 1998 Russia.  
3 BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa. 
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currency, as well as alternative institutions to The World Bank and The 
International Monetary Fund.  

The European Union, WTC4, G8, G20, BRICS or the International 
Criminal Court have replaced or extended national functions, in order to 
facilitate the signing of international agreements in the virtue of 
contemporary challenges and the creation of a global stability. Regarding 
these geostrategic actors, the UNO remains only an intermediate, having an 
observatory status, the instruments of persuasion and compulsion being 
limited, the 193 members have not managed to stabilize a permanent 
structure of forces for military actions, only when there are issued 
resolutions of the Security Council, there are formed structures, which will 
get involved, depending on the established missions, in order to ensure the 
security and stability in some areas. 

However, detailed analysis show that the EU and Japan will become 
the main candidates that will be able to take away the global leadership from 
the US, but there are still significant differences between these political 
entities in the fields of natural resources, technological discoveries, military 
capability and educational and scientific language, as the English language 
represents an advantage for the American companies in their international 
transactions, whilst the expansion of the American lifestyle has affected the 
ancient Japanese tradition.   

The development of states such as Indonesia, Mexico, India, Brazil 
etc. and whether or not they are affiliated to different international 
organizations, reinforced by internal pressure, will produce significant 
changes in the current relationships between states, therefore increasing the 
risk of new zones of conflict. Internal contradictions can occur as a result of 
the differences between the social classes due to living conditions. 

The great powers of the world provided the countries that had cheap 
workforce with technological discoveries, aiming to achieve a rapid 
economic growth and managing to impose new standards in the developing 
states. Consequently, countries like China or India became highly 
industrialized and include within their borders urban centers with 
populations of over 10 million citizens which continue to expand at a 
worrying rate (for example, there are over 20 such human establishments in 

                                                 
4 WTC – World Trade Organization 
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India). This situation creates concerns among the population: the standards 
of living remain low, the workforce is overexploited, the shadow economy 
develops and the working conditions are inhumane, determining a mass 
migration of the workers who are looking for better conditions, access to 
education and social protection in other states. As a result, qualified 
employees lose their jobs, as companies prefer unqualified cheap workers, 
this situation creating a conflict between the two social groups, which can 
become violent even in civilized states such as the UK, France or Italy.  

The workforce migration and the extension of the outlet market cannot 
be stopped, as the economic globalization causes the emergence of 
marketing on a worldwide scale through the economic integration of the 
states and the free movement of goods and services that do not, however, 
diminish the importance of each country.  Over the course of time, the 
technological progress will continue to produce alarming economic growths, 
despite the periods of crises and conflicts, as the importance of investments 
in the economic field will always be justified, while the mechanisms of 
social change will be ignored.    

Mankind can initiate the process of social transformation by applying 
the principles of modernization, the occurrence of contradictions between 
social classes – exploited and exploiters – creating tensions between ethnic, 
racial or religious groups, as the economic exchanges can produce changes 
in the cultural and moral values5. 

In the process of economic growth, the commercial exchanges can be 
effectuated by sea, forcing the great powers to resort to political and 
diplomatic approaches in order to obtain the supremacy in the main naval 
nodes: Panama Canal, the Suez Canal, the Dardanelles and the Bosporus 
Straits, Gibraltar, Hormuz, Malacca and Singapore etc. These maritime 
routes, which are extremely important for world trade and marine traffic, 
also awoke the interest of the riparian states that aimed to gain economic 
advantages; such ambitions led to innumerable violent conflicts throughout 
ancient and contemporaneous history.    

The increased production and the expansion of the outlet market 
determined the constant evolution of the powerful countries, while the 
                                                 
5 The French sociologist of Jewish ancestry Émile Durkheim highlighted in his work "The division of 
labor in society" the interdependence of institutions in society and how they interact with cultural and 
social unity so that primitive societies can evolve to more advanced societies. 
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resources of the developing states were overexploited. The continuous 
competition in the fields of communications and IT and the emergence of 
advanced technologies directly affected the international relations. The 
industrial and military espionage, the acquirement of classified information 
through specialized services, other attempts to influence political and 
diplomatic decisions are factors that will negatively intervene in an effective 
global economic development. Undoubtedly, these aspects are not recent, 
but they bring states and international organizations together in 
unproductive dialogues.  

Great developers want to demonstrate the effectiveness of new 
technological breakthroughs in communications, computer science, 
cybernetics, media and the military field, attracting investors with offers that 
cannot be refused, relying on large and long-term requests.  

A special attention is directed towards nanotechnology, especially in 
the medical field, but also in military, communications and computing, 
automotive and industrial domains, as nanotechnology includes complex 
structures, which are based on technologies that use a mechanical synthesis, 
leading to excellent results compared to the macroscopic level. This area has 
been intensively researched for more than a decade in states like the US, 
Japan, Britain and the Netherlands, which obtained remarkable results and 
developed equipment that can detect and identify nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons, or perform reconnaissance missions and military and 
industrial espionage. These types of equipment will attract other competitors 
in the scientific research, thus leading to results such as MAVs6  (which has 
already entered the world market) and amplifying the gap between the 
competitors. 

During conflicts, funds were also allocated for robotics in order to 
achieve technological progress. There are still no soldier-robots or robots 
one could have a conversation with, but there are robots that successfully 
contributed to delicate medical surgeries. The US has invested 30 million 
dollars for researches in this field in Carnegie Mellon University. Other 
states have also been carrying out systematic inquiries in robotics for long 
periods of time: Japan – was a leader in robotics, especially in hardware and 
automobile industry; China – purchased over 36,000 industrial robots, in 

                                                 
6 MAVs – Micro Air Vehicles. 
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2013 only; France – is mainly interested in the development of software 
programs; Germany and Italy – in the automotive industry; Finland and 
China – in communications etc., this demonstrating the high economic level 
of the states and the competition between them. 

Another factor of the global economic development is represented by 
space technology. The US reign supreme in this field too due to NASA7, 
which develops equipment for space exploration and aims to fully 
understand the cosmos and the natural phenomena. These actions are meant 
to destabilize the rival countries and lead to diplomatic contradictions, each 
research having applicability in the military domain. 

Within this ample process of forming a worldwide web of diplomatic 
and economic relations, isolated actions aiming to disturb peace through 
cyber-attacks may occur; such situations are multiplying and causing huge 
damages to the states, to the international financial and banking 
organizations and non-governmental institutions, creating regional or even 
global instability and divergences that can rapidly become conflicts.  In 
2014, the cyber-attack produced losses of over one trillion dollars, which is 
considerably more than the damages created by other types of conflicts. 
Despite the existing security policies, legislation and local safeguards, the 
operating systems are vulnerable, easily attacked, this multiplying the 
number of victims of cybercrime. Attempts to protect communication and 
information systems at local and regional levels through the use of satellite 
systems lead to conflicts in outer space. 

The current international life is full of difficult challenges; there are 
latent conflicts in Asia, less analyzed by geostrategic specialists (China, 
Japan, North-South Korea, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, India etc.), social unrest in 
Europe, while the terrorist activity in North Africa and Middle East is 
already popular and so are the outbreaks of the Ebola virus (West and 
Central Africa). All these will leave a deep scar in the interstate behavioral 
attitude.  

The developed countries take precautions, while still being in a state 
of peace, for building the resources which are necessary for pass through the 
conflicting stages  or the crisis stages, preparing their economy in order to 

                                                 
7 NASA – National Aeronautics and Space Administration, founded in 1958, government agency 
responsible for the civilian space program as well as aeronautics and aerospace research. 
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response to the contemporary challenges, the underdeveloped countries 
being, therefore, condemned to huge loss. 

The economic gaps are predicted to be the next global issue. In a 
report of a British NGO, Oxfam, there is predicted that the part from the 
world’săwealthăwhichăgoesătoătheărichestăpeople,ă1%ăhasăgrownăupătoă48%ăină
2014, from 44% in 2009 and it is possible to reach over 50% in 2016. From 
the rest 25%ăofătheăworld’săwealth,ăalmostă46%ăisăheldăbyătheărestăofă20%ă
fromătheămostăwealthyăpeople,ăwhileă80%ăfromătheăworld’săpopulationădoesă
not divide but for 5,5% from the worldwide patrimony. The Oxfam director, 
Winnie Byanyima stated that urgent measures are to be taken in order to 
fight against this inequality, from taxing the capital more than the work and 
tax avoidance, to introducing the minimum salary and improve the public 
services. 

The national economies will be the base cells from the worldwide 
economy for good years from the end of the century we are living, even if 
all is happening too fast, these economies of the developed countries will 
influence the level of technological evolution. The worldwide economy will 
create interrelationships between the commercial and financial systems with 
influences on the national economic agents, which will lead to a competitive 
development and to an alternation of the ascension and recession phases, 
having as main purpose a positive resultant, the rich areas desiring to 
expand, meanwhile the poor areas desiring to narrow. For an efficient 
economy, there is a need to transform the economies into investments. This 
fact depends on: the rate on loans, the evolution of prices, the public 
investments, the fiscal politics and the economic establishment. The 
investments represent the main factor of economic growth and are based 
uponătwoămainăsources:ătheăpopulation’săeconomiesăandătheăexternalăloans. 

The greatest challenge of this century consists of facing and defeating 
the poverty. The fear of dealing with economic, political or cultural major 
crisis has determined the well developed countries to emphasize on the long 
term objectives of the countries which come to support the internal balance, 
this way the countries have not only avoided the occurrence of new crises or 
internal conflicts but they have also met an important economic growth and 
a convincing establishment. 

The conflict states existing at a time in a region directly influence the 
commercial relationships/bounds of the states, but these cannot totally 
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cease. Therefore, with all the measures and sanctions enforced in has had 
commercial trades valuing approx. 50 billions of dollars in 2014 with 
countries such as China, Netherlands, Germany and Italy, being presented a 
decrease with 10 % compared to 2013. We can conclude that the countries 
withăgreatăeconomicăpowerăareăinterestedăinăsolvingăRussia’săissuesăbecauseă
due to the sanctions applied to it, the regional and worldwide market is 
affected, therefore, the worldwide economic development.  

The international relationship existing in the context of the 
Globalization offers great commercial opportunities, the majority of the 
EuropeanăcountriesărelyingăonăRussia’săgasăandăpetrol,ăonăcommercializingă
the exported products and on the import of other essential resources, on the 
well functioning of the industrial sector of the communications, financial 
and banking companies. The crises triggered in Ukraine directly affects the 
business numbers of the companies involved, Russia being the third 
economical partner with EU, after USA and China, the interest of solving 
the conflict being shared. Every economical decrease of a country produces 
reversed effects for other countries. If Russia breaks the economic 
relationships with Europe, it will be forced to identify new commercial 
opportunities in the regions of Asia, where it has already begun 
relationships with China and India. 

The USA are and will remain the main power with global influence 
which can anticipate any weakness of states that are going through internal 
turmoil and will find means of engaging an  ideological support of solving 
zone instability. The main purpose is that of ensuring platforms of 
commercial or military engagement and to open new opportunities of 
opening a diverse consumerism market. 

The commercial and economic interest of the main states actors 
determines their geopolitical reconfiguration. It is hard to establish a faithful 
image of interests or affiliations of the states nowadays, the present crises 
and conflicts lead to permanent changes on the global geo-strategic chess 
board. The tendencies to insure a high standard of living, by opening new 
markets for consumption, the technological development and the economic 
rise, the eradication of the unemployment, poverty and human inequality 
produce mutations which are more and more obvious in the international 
relations zone.  
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Today, the economic development strategy adopted by the 
transnational societies admits that the main factor is represented by 
replacing numerous human workforces with an economy based on 
informatics and advanced technology, the process made being thus 
undeniable, the developed countries reaching the highest level in the 
standard of living. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
The characteristics of the crises and conflicts in the 21st century are 

found in the military literature, in mass–media, in the informatics 
infrastructure and in the configuration of the existent international relations. 
The interaction of the states in the process of global economic development 
can produce decision changes and behavioral alterations, leading to political 
crises, economic and diplomatic crises, which escalate, most of the times, 
into large conflicts.The results of the scientific research and the products of 
the present technological development produce perception errors, mainly 
from the part of those who adhere to these contemporary phenomena, do not 
take part into the states competition and prefer an unexplainable   
conservatism, leading to radical measures with disastrous consequences for 
the humanity and the environment. 

It has been proved for over two millennia the tendency of some 
peoples to extend their territory by different methods, more or less violent. 
The present forces us to adopt measures which have to protect humankind, 
the scientific discoveries and the technological advancement produce 
profound social changes, contradicting the forms of civilization which deny 
the progress.  

The strength of the interstate relations must ensure a stable political 
situation, with constructive attitude and in the interest of the masses, not just 
of some important actors on the political scene. The institutionalized frame 
must make reference to simple terms, but important ones, from the borders 
and sovereignty to the research of the cosmic space, from the migration of 
the cheap working force to the insurance of a decent standard of living. 

The replacement of human labor force with technological and 
industrial equipment will produce negative effects on the relation offer–
demand, over the quality of the products, the demand of raw materials and 
massive lay–off staff, which will make room to new social discrepancies if 
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we do not identify unanimously accepted solutions in due time. In order to 
ensure consumption, the large producers must be preoccupied with the 
rising of the standard of living, the creation of possibilities of diversification 
of options for beneficiaries and the awareness of adaptation to the present 
technological challenges. 

In order to create a global balance the companies’ă interestăasăwellăasă
theănationalăcorporations’ămustărepresentătheăintegrationăinătheăinternatională
economic system and the valorization of the results to the benefit of the 
future generations. The same goes for the globalization phenomenon, 
because the technological progress is irreversible and the financial–banking 
discrepancy at global level may lead to economic instability. The diplomatic 
actions and social talks may successfully replace the interstates differences, 
ensuring an efficient raise of the worldwide economy. 

Even if they have the same biological characteristics and human face 
features, people have different perceptions and beliefs about the world, and 
there are differences according to the historic and religious evolution. 
Therefore, the decisions of the international forums become flexible, 
according to the complex divergent situations that appear in a certain region.  
Thus, the economic development has a different meaning: some people 
wanting to resume living standards to minimum, others to invest in 
scientific research, which conduct the imagination beyond the power of 
comprehension of the majority. These differences of opinion will 
unavoidably attract long contradictory discussions and will end up in 
disputes or long-term conflicts. 

In the context of an unfolding global economic development and due 
to the new technological discoveries and the redefinition of the interstate 
relations, the phenomenon of crises and conflicts must be studied and, 
viable solutions must be found in order to solve the differences which have 
appeared, that could influence the present security, all the instruments of 
knowledge must be put into the service of peace and for the benefit of the 
humankind.   
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Abstract: The present paper is devoted to those parts of the Black Sea 
Region (Basin) which are better known by us, due to our function in Tbilisi as 
Ambassador of Romania to Georgia between 2006 and 2012. We make in this 
context the remark that in the framework of that diplomatic mandate, there were 
opportunities to pay working visits, arranged by the UNOMIG and OSCE 
Missions, to each of the zones of conflicts, located on the Georgian territory - 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, together with other ambassadors from EU countries. 

 

Keywords: Black Sea Region, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, warm conflict, frozen 
conflicts. 

 
 
 

Introductory remarks 
The political map of the Black Sea has changed in the last years, 

as a result of using military force by certain riparian states. 
Nowadays there are some sub-regions belonging to this area (e.g. 

Crimea; Eastern Ukraine; Transnistria/Trans-Dniestr; Abkhazia; South 
Ossetia) where the recent evolutions have become very complex and 
sensitive, indicating escalation of military actions and drastically 
diminishing any prospects for peaceful and lasting solutions. 

Therefore, our ideas are based upon direct impressions and informal 
talks with population living in  Suhumi, Gali, Gagra (Abkhazia) and 
Tskhinvali (South Ossetia), not only taking into consideration some 
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information included in theoretical works, otherwise pertinent, but not 
sufficient. 

 
2. Frozen or warm conflicts? 
Weă neveră shared,ă onă interpretativeă level,ă theă termă “frozen conflicts”ă

which has been broadly used by numerous analysts, diplomats, political 
decision-makers, high rank officials from many countries, including 
Romania and from various international bodies (e.g. UN, EU, OSCE, CoE, 
NATO etc.). 

Why? Just because in our view on the territories of Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia there were on a permanent basis certain military provocations, 
injuring or even killing innocent people; Russian troops did not leave their 
places, preferring to change from time to time their mandate (instead of 
“occupation forces”ă theyă entitledă themselvesă “peace-keeping forces”,ă
“peace-making forces”ăoră“Blue Berets”). 

I had the opportunity to see on the spot some of them at the 
administrative de facto borders with Georgia, on the bridge over Enguri 
River/Abkhazia or in Ergneti, Tskhinvali and Perevi/South Ossetia, 
apparently inoffensive, but non-stop ready to react. 

These conflicts had always a strong potential of breaking-out in open 
conflicts, generating a lot of material and human damages. As it is very well 
known, the moment August 2008  was a culmination of those conflicts, 
showingătheăfactăthatătheyăwereănotă“frozen”ăatăall,ăbutăjustăcleverlyăcoveredă
by the actors involved, by good-will statements or fragile peace-initiatives. 

Practically speaking, those regrettable events indicated a state of war 
between two Black Sea riparian countries, situation being very rare in the 
post-Second World War and the Cold War years. At the same time, the 
military conflict, which was stopped by the prompt actions undertaken by 
international community (particularly, the European Union assuring the 
French periodical EU Chairmanship), put forward some lessons, still valid 
until now. 

 
3. Solutions to the Pontic conflicts 
It is obvious that a lasting and equitable solution for the litigious 

problems of South Ossetia and Abkhazia cannot be achieved by law of 
force, but only by force of law. As a matter of fact, these conflicts, left by 
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theă collapseă ofă theă Sovietă Unionă ină theă yearsă ’90,ă areă veryă complicated,ă
including some games of power, re-interpretations of the history, 
manipulations of public opinion and mass-media. USSR disappeared, but 
old dreams of domination are still alive. 

Therefore, the table of political negotiations remains the only feasible 
formula for giving proper answers to all pending questions. 

Of course, we have in mind, first of all, direct talks among the 
involved parties: Russian Federation; Georgia; de facto regimes functioning 
in the breakaway regions. 

On the other hand, negotiations among some regional and 
international structures having specific competencies in the field of peace, 
security and stability of the Black Sea Region should be promoted , on the 
understanding that such talks and consultations have to be well prepared in 
advance. 

We refer in this respect to NATO, EU and OSCE inter alia, but any 
other interested organization or body should be encouraged to attend this 
process of collective consideration of the given matters. 

During the presence in Georgia, including the period of military 
conflict with Russia and breaking-down the diplomatic relations between 
Moscow and Tbilisi, the author of this paper had the opportunity to see on 
the spot the effective work done by the EU, through its EUMM/European 
Union Monitoring Mission, Special Representative of Brussels to the 
Caucasus. 

At the same time, we were able to see a rather non-pragmatic and 
bureaucratic activity from the part of the UN or OSCE, through their bodies, 
especially set-up, such as UNOMIG in Abkhazia and OSCE Mission in 
South Ossetia. 

A non-significant contribution had so far, in our view, certain regional 
structures like BSEC/Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation 
and GUAM/Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Republic of Moldova. 

But we are quite aware of the fact that, instead of theoretical criticism, 
an urgent practical approach is needed, with the involvement of all forces 
able to pay a specific contribution to efforts of solving the Pontic conflicts, 
which are conflicts of identity, by their essence. 

Having more actors, each with its priorities and styles of work, it is 
obvious that the process of political debates should be based on mutual 
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respect of all positions, without any attempt for monopolizing  the talks or 
excluding ab initio certain parties. 

For instance, it is our personal conviction after many years of   
considering the respective matters in their multilateral aspects and nuances, 
lights and shadows, that de facto Abkhaz and South-Ossetiană regimes’ă
representatives have to be invited to all talks and consultations. 

Some feelings of nostalgia or political pre-judgments, originated in a 
long history of the respective ethnic communities (during the periods of 
tsars and, later on, during and after the Soviet empire) have to be overcome 
and to adopt realistic and reasonable positions. 

It is also our strong conviction that the establishment of diplomatic 
relations with both separatist regimes will not facilitate, but on the contrary, 
will make more difficult the normalization of situation. 

One should recognize that the diplomatic offensive of Moscow in this 
direction was a fiasco, even on the level of Russian very good friends in the 
world, who hesitated to follow those optimistic steps. 

A few years ago, governmental authorities in Tbilisi launched a very 
good initiative, encouraged by the European Commission: a comprehensive 
and coherent program devoted to the gradual integration of the two regions 
through social development and humanitarian actions for the population of 
Abkhazia. 

This short and medium-term program includes many ways and means, 
such as: medical care; scholarships for secondary and university students; 
books and other information materials; contacts on the level of NGOs; 
cultural activities; links among religious institutions. 

Assistance for small and medium-sized enterprises; trade activities for 
small groups of farmers (apples, nuts, potatoes, hazelnuts, honey) entry 
visas; local transport facilitations (by bus) - all these without important 
financial or logistic implications, could be envisaged by the administrative 
bodies. 

When I visited Abkhazia, some years ago, I personally could see 
several positive effects of the implementation of above-mentioned program 
on the population living in Gali, Ochamchire, Suhumi, Gagra and Pitsunda. 

Perhaps, a similar program could be done for the population of South 
Ossetia. 
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We keep in mind that the respective region is situated in the proximity 
of Georgian Capital (just 30 kilometers between Tbilisi and Tskhinvali), as 
well as the fact that there is an urgent need for economic and social 
assistance provided to the local people, living in a poor area, without any 
concrete perspectives for development and rehabilitation in the forthcoming 
years. 

Speaking about the Black Sea in general, the great Romanian diplomat 
Nicolae Titulescu declared in June 1936 at the Conference on Straits, held in 
Montreux/Switzerland:ă “Everythingă havingă aă certaină connectionă toă theă
Black Sea presents for my country an interest in the highest degree, because 
through the Black Sea and the straits goes the only our access to the free 
sea”ă(1,ăp.530). 

Almost a quarter of century ago, in Istanbul, the eleven Heads of State 
or Government established the Black Sea Economic Cooperation / BSEC, 
agreedăbyăconsensusă“toăensureăthatătheăBlackăSeaăbecomesăaăseaăofăpeace,ă
stability and prosperity, striving to promote friendly and good-neighborly 
relations”ă(3,ăp.40). 

“Acknowledgedă thată theă regionă isă alreadyă facedă byă seriousă conflictsă
andă thată thereă isă theă dangeră ofă newă tensionsă arising”,ă theă highă levelă
representativesă emphasizedă “theă needă foră peacefulă settlementă ofă allă
disputes”ă(4,ăp.47). 

It is to be mentioned that the President of Russian Federation, Boris 
Yeltsin was present in Istanbul on 25th June 1992 and signed the above-
mentionedătwoăbasicădocuments.ăNoăcomments… 

The events which happened at the beginning of this new year in the 
secessionist regions represent, in our view, very serious reasons of concern 
for the whole international community. 

Russian President signed, in the first week of February 2015, a law 
ratifyingăaă“strategicăpartnership”ătreatyăbetweenăhisăcountryăandăAbkhaziaă
in the social, economic, military and humanitarian spheres. A similar 
bilateral document is expected to be finalized and signed, in the coming 
months, by Russian Federation and the breakaway South Ossetia. 

 
4. What about the nearest future? 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia are only two of the conflicts occurred in 

the Black Sea Region (in the broad sense of theă notion)ă afteră USSR’să
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collapse; it is important to add the conflicts in Transnistria and Nagorno-
Karabakh, as well as more recent conflictual situations in Ukraine. 

Nobody expects a quick and global solution for all these problems 
perpetuated in more than two decades. Each litigious territorial topic has a 
specific historical, juridical, political, diplomatic and spiritual background 
which cannot be underestimated or resolved over night. 

Tremendous efforts, doubled by good-will feelings, are needed, 
especially now, when new paradigms of power are present in the Pontus 
Euxeinos space. It is indeed a very complicated state of affairs, but not 
impossible to be solved in a way or in another. 

The international community considers only the peaceful way, more 
difficult and time-consuming, but much more beneficial for everybody. 

We sincerely hope that the recent events happened in Crimea will not 
have a domino effect and that the presence of great military powers in the 
Black Sea, will lead to a relaxation of political climate, not to an undesirable 
increasing of threats and dangers of war in that region and in the world as a 
whole. 

The Black Sea could and should remain - as  the ancient Strabon 
wroteă ină hisă bookă “Geography”ă - a friendly sea to all strangers, a Pontus 
Euxeinos (apud: 2, page 1). 
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Abstract: Given, on the one hand, the trends of military conflicts in the proximity 

of our country, and on the other hand the features the operating mode of the Land Forces 
brigades with the highest operational level, we consider it necessary to develop the 
principles envisaging the use of these large units in combat. 

The Romanian Land Forces brigades have gathered knowledge and experience on 
the unfolding of operations by participating, on various occasions, in international 
missions in operation theatres such as Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq, through a close study 
of the allied doctrines and of the NATO representative armies, by updating their document 
base and, last but not least, by intensifying combined arms and combined forces training 
both on a national and on a multinational level. 

Regarding the involvement of the operational units and large units in combat, in 
terms of taskorganising, we believe that they are able to act both in the classic format 
based on the current organization pattern and in the battlegroup format, especially set up 
for missions (Battlegroups - BGs). 

 

Keywords: power, organization, battlegroups, action, mission. 

 
 
 

e are taking further our scientific endeavour regarding the 
involvement of the mechanized brigade in combat and we wish 
to emphasize the necessity of the ongoing development of the 

doctrine principles applying to the involvement of Land Forces units in 
operations. A brief analysis of the current conflicts both in the proximity of 
Romania and in other areas can unbiasedly evince the dynamics of 
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technology development, of the security environment and implicitly of 
military actions and of the battlefield. 

We are, first of all, witnessing the conflict in Ukraine, the intensity of 
which most of us felt, at least inasmuch as it could be grasped by observers 
and by the representatives of the mass media who were sent there, a conflict 
the solution of which is not easy to predict. The sure thing about this 
military action of Russia is that it has proven once more that the manner of 
approaching and of unfolding military conflicts is everchanging. Even 
though the universal principles of succeeding, such as tactical surprise, 
action concealment, misleading the enemy etc. remain unchanged, the 
means or methods of applying such principles do change.  

TheăpointăofăfocusăisăRomania’săcurrentăstatusăbasedăonăitsăqualityăofă
member of the two European main international organizations, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European Union (EU), a 
quality that may compel us anytime to make firm commitments to 
participate in operations undertaken by such organizations. 

Given the probability for the Romanian Armed Forces to become 
involved in future military actions which rely mainly on the contribution of 
the Land Forces, we believe that it is of the utmost importance to make 
unrelenting efforts, on every level, with the purpose of updating the core 
content underlying military actions, the battle organizing and the training 
process, as decisive factors in attaining high readiness capacity. 

The importance of this process for the Romanian Army is currently 
emphasized, as it joins both the efforts to re-organize the general structure 
and those aimed at attaining and of maintaining a high level of response 
capacity.  

It is also undisputable that the changes and reforms of the Romanian 
military system are concurrent with the corresponding EU and especially 
NATO actions, as the member states have reasserted their determination to 
”reformătheăAllianceăinăorderătoăimproveăitsăresponseătoăanyăpossibleăthreatsă
and its ability to foresee future risks.”[1] This is a premise that requires us to 
consider the options and the projects of such structures when we make 
future decisions for the Romanian Army. 

The current complexity of the security environment confirms more 
thanăeverătheăassertionăthată”statesăcanăcopeăwithă(common)ăthreatsătoătheiră
security by finding satisfactory solutions to the conflicts in which they are 
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involved only by having the members of the organizations to which they 
belong (for Romania, UE and NATO) undertake concerted (diplomatic, 
political,ăeconomicăandămilitary)ăactions”[2].ăHistoryăteachesăus,ăinălightăofă
both the great wars and of the smaller regional conflicts, that states can 
achieve and consolidate their security for the future through common 
actions. 

The main premise of our endeavour is the constant need for the 
Romanian Land Forces structures to be able to accomplish battle missions, 
especially within the national borders, in order to provide our own security, 
but also abroad, as part of multinational combined arms structures, in order 
to act upon their commitment regarding the collective security. This and the 
above reiterate the importance of putting together the necessary forces with 
as a diverse as possible range of capabilities, both concept and action wise, 
such as to allow their involvement both in warfighting and in stability and 
support operations. 

Understanding this state of facts and knowing which of the Land 
Forces structures are more likely to be used in future operations, we 
advocate an in-depth study of the manner of using the mechanized brigade 
structures and their units in combat.  

 
Evolution of the ”battlegroup” concept 
We believe that this concept should be subject to permanent study, if 

the battle organizing and mode of action of our forces are still viable for a 
real conflict situation characterized especially by complexity and 
asymmetry. 

The knowledge and experience acquired by participating in 
international missions and in multinational exercices represents a strong 
database for research and development of the mode of action and of the 
battle organizing principles of the basic land forces structures. Similar 
action taken in this respect by the other allied armies is also a valuable 
source in this endeavour. 

In our case, we analyse the evolution of the land forces maneuver 
structures over the past decade, both structure and actionwise, with the 
purpose of finding arguments and realities that may help shape the forces 
for the future according to the threats that they are to face. We are referring 
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mainly to battlegroups (engl. Battlegroups - BGs), maneuver formations 
assigned to a specific mission. 

Even though we cannot plan a thorough transformation of the doctrine 
and of the tactical principles, we must emphasize that it is important for 
tactical commanders and staff officers to know and perform a more in-depth 
study of such issues. Choosing an organizing and action mode must follow a 
most comprehensive analysis of the confrontation environment and ensure  
task accomplishment in as positive circumstances as possible (within the 
timeframe assigned, saving strength and means, with as few losses as 
possible etc.). 

As an example and starting point for researching this subject, we are 
pointing out the approach to battlegroups of the Great Britain and USA 
armies.  

Among the Alliance armies we believe the aforementioned to be the 
representative ones, first of all because of their level of participation in the 
management of the present military conflicts and secondly because of the 
constant preoccupation of their dedicated structures for updating and 
developing the doctrine and especially the military art.  

Of course, a great part of the elements developed in the theory and 
practices of the aforementioned armies constitutes a point of reference in the 
continuation of our study of the organization and action of the land forces 
tactical units in future military conflicts. 

A first definition of the British doctrine describes a battlegroup/BG as 
„aă combinedă armsă groupă formedă aroundă theă headquartersă ofă aă maneuveră
unit, the organization of which is based on the requirements for 
accomplishingătheămissionăităisătoăbeăassigned”[3].ă 

There is wide range of possibilities regarding battlegroup organization 
at brigade level; the number of such possibilities has become larger in the 
period following World War II and triggered the need for specific tactics, 
techniques and procedures to evolve. Moreover, it also became necessary to 
establish the doctrine and the tactical principles that the commanders and 
the headquarters of these structures needed. 

The principle of using the combined arms and combined forces 
available underlies the doctrine of the British army and also that of the other 
allied armies, as most of them agree that acting concertedly instead of 
separately enhances efficiency.  
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Thus, the British provide us with a second definition of the 
battlegroup/BG: the maneuver unit formed by regrouping maneuver, combat 
support and combat service support subunits. Perhaps these tactical 
structures may be deemed essentially identical to the already known ones, 
the battalions, but we should not ignore the aspect that differentiates the 
two, that is the regrouping of battlegroups applied to the mission that is to 
be assigned in the immediate future, intended for achieving operational 
readiness. 

In the case of battalions, as we know them, their main activity is to 
maintain a constant level of training so as to ensure their involvement in the 
range of missions provided by the mission essential task list; to enhance the 
readiness for involvement in specific military actions, the efforts of 
commanders and of staffs are channelled towards training constantly in 
order to achieve abilities of integrating arms received as support under 
various degrees of subordination. [4.]    

In the case of battlegroups however, things are different from this 
point of view, perhaps mainly because arms and specialities, whether 
maneuvre, combat support or combat service support, are put under the 
same command from the beginning of the regrouping for the mission, thus 
accelerating the training and involvement efforts aimed at achieving the 
goals they set out to reach. 

We must add that in both combat organization cases, the attributions 
and functions of the arms remain unchanged (i.e., armoured tanks and the 
infantry perform maneuvers, artillery and air support consolidate the 
maneuver and render it more efficient, engineering  supports mobility and 
counter-mobility, air defence protects etc.). 

The same is done in building the concept of operation, both the BG 
commander and the battalion commander strive to synchronize the combat 
power of the structure they are in charge of. The BG situation may be 
somewhat more complex given the variable number of subunits of different 
arms/specialities (infantry, tanks, mountain rangers), some of them 
stemmingă fromă otheră ”parent”ă units,ă asă comparedă toă ană organică battalion,ă
within which it is a lot easier to synchronize three of four subunits of the 
same arm. 

Even though each element of the BG has a different primary purpose, 
all commanders are always intent to achieve a synergy of the capabilities 



  

  

Ltc. Ilie MELINTE, Phd 

 
110 

acquired by regrouping and of the complementary means or methods, to the 
obvious purpose of defeating the enemy.  

We appreciate the experience of the British Land Forces from at least 
two perspectives: the first is demonstrated by the efficiency of ensuring the 
British military presence in the period following World War II and until the 
present day, and the second is mirrored suggestively in the military 
bibliography underlying the process of training and development of the 
commanding and staff officers.[5.]    

From the first perspective we looked into the combat organization and 
the modular training of the British Land Forces and came up with 
organizing BGs as maneuvre groups consisting of subunits of different 
arms, regrouped around the headquarters of the fighting units[6.]. In our 
opinion, the requirements for BGs to start accomplishing missions shortly 
(operativeness, interoperability, coherence, ability to adapt, survivability 
and self-sufficiency etc.) are met from the start.  

As far as command and control are concerned, BGs are under the 
command of a brigade; only in particular situations BGs can be transferred 
under the command of a higher echelon (division or joint task force) for 
accomplishing a specific mission.  

Starting from the subordination levels that are known and provided for 
in the orders concerning the regrouping of structures within the BG, any BG 
commander may find the answers to the following questions helpful in 
clarifying the status of the forces under their command: 

 can they use such forces in any operation, do they assign the 
missions? 

 are they authorized to assign tasks within the BG mission? 
 do they have the right to operate separations or re-subordinations 

within the structures received? 
 which are (if any) the caveats regarding the use of subordinate 

structures? 
An approach of the British literature to BG combat organization, 

whichăweăcanăalsoăfindăinătheăRomanianăliterature,ărestsăonătheă”principleăofă
theă 4” [7.]  and is based on the assertion that the fundamental role in 
achieving the capability of the BG lies not with the command nor with the 
gear, but with the creation of the BG through regrouping and organizing for 
the mission. Thus, based on estimates and on preliminary plans, the 
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commander of the brigade (or of the echelon, as the case may be), shall 
resort to grouping into BGs according to missions/tasks, by attaching the 
subunits (companies, platoons) of the large unit and by assigning, after 
careful consideration, of those received from outside.  

A BG that is organized for a specific mission will fundamentally 
nominate the elements that are responsible for obtaining the main effects as 
follows: [8.]    

1. Covering force – Find/Fix; 
2. Maneuvre force – Strike; 
3. Second echelon – Exploit; 
4. Reserve – To deal with the unexpected. 

By applying the knowledge of the British doctrine and that acquired 
by the Romanian structures by participating in the NATO and EU regional 
initiatives and wide scope multinational exercices, we get an outline of what 
a land forces BG usually includes: [9.]  

command posts – main, reserve and tactical;  
3 - 5 maneuvre subunits (infantry – mechanized, mountain 

rangers, paratroopers and of armoured); 
research platoon, adequately endowed with specific armoured 

equipment, engineering or airborne; 
fire support group consisting of the fire support cell, the 

battery commander and forward observers; 
combat support subunit with mortars, antitank rockets, 

machine guns and assault pioneers; 
air defence subunit; 
tactical air control party; 
chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear/CBRN defence 

squad/platoon; 
engineering platoon/company (-); 
logistics subunit (medical, transport, supplies, maintenance). 

In order to succeed in applying the concept of operation, both BG 
commanders and their staff have to be very well-acquainted with the 
characteristics and capabilities of the subunits of the combat organization. 
We should also mention that the BG staff shall necessarily integrate into 
modules specialists in using the forces that make up the BG. 
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Thus, if the headquarters of the unit organizing the mission does not 
have any specialists who have the knowledge required to efficiently use the 
capabilities of the fighting or support structures of the BG, then it is 
necessaryătoăexpandăit.ăUsually,ăspecialistsăareăbroughtăinăfromătheă”parent”ă
unit of the regrouped subunits or from similar structures, as the case may be. 

Another aspect worth mentioning is collective training, a requirement 
for reaching the highest potential of the BG after regrouping. Collective 
training is important for taking the unit command to the highest level and 
for attaining the readiness status required by the entire structure.[10.]  We 
are referring to the training that is planned immediately after the 
organization of the BG, with all the components, with the purpose of 
creating the synergy and of reaching the specified standards in adopting the 
tactics and the techniques that are necessary to accomplish the mission.  

At the same time, the US Army has developed a new approach of the 
„organisationalădesign” [11.]   regardingătheă„brigade”ăasăaălargeăreferenceă
unit in involving forces in all types of operations. The references of the 
American bibliography indicate the introduction of the new types of 
brigades (brigade combat teams – BCTs), which, although smaller, have 
already proven to be more efficient in armed combat and in stability 
operations.  

The new brigades provide an enhanced interoperability also with the 
other tactical elements of the combined and joint system used for most of 
the wide scope operations in which the American army involves its forces.  

The mathematical aspect of such restructuring is mirrored in the 
expansion of the geographical covering area according to the asserted 
interests and in a deeper involvement in solving conflicts by military means. 
This is possible because the new BCTs are smaller but their number has 
increased. Another aspect of the organization of the BCTs envisaged the 
enhancement of their capabilities in the close land operation. 

The three types of USA army brigades are: the Mechanized Brigade 
(Heavy Brigade Combat Team - HBCT), The Infantry Brigade (Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team - IBCT) and the Stryker Brigade (Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team - SBCT).[12.]    

We wish to emphasize the first of the three, The Mechanized Brigade 
(Heavy Brigade Combat Team - HBCT), which can help defend the solution 
of organizing and of using BGs in the Romanian land forces. 
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The structure of HBCTs includes manoeuvre battalions of combined 
arms, each of which includes tank and mechanized infantry subunits, can be 
made up of up to 4,000 military men and can act in a combined arms system 
from team level. 

This type of brigade has in its organic structure units of the BG type, 
which are called combined arms battalions (CABs) and constitute the 
manoeuvre force. CABs are organized into a 2-2 formula each, that is into 
two tank companies and two infantry companies. Another essential aspect 
for each CAB is including an engineering company with three combat 
engineering platoons and a support platoon.  

It is obvious that this combat organization supports the declared 
mission of CABs to seek the contact and to destroy/defeat the enemy in the 
entire current operation spectrum.  

Another specific characteristic of HBCTs is the innovating 
organization of the logistic support battalion, which follows the modular 
pattern as well and greatly supports our effort to account for the means of 
providing logistic support for the organization of BGs in the Romanian 
Land Forces. This logistic support unit is made up of four logistic support 
companies, each assigned to support a battalion (two for the CABs, one for 
the artillery battalion and one for the reconnaissance  battalion). The organic 
structure of this logistic battalion holds the maintenance, transport/supply, 
medical and support subunits as well, elements that add consistency to the 
capability of the brigades of taking uninterrupted action for up to 72 hours.  

Looking at the determinations and tendencies that are specific of the 
two allied armies, we wish to identify solutions for similar approaches by 
the Romanian Land Forces. Giving due consideration to the acceleration of 
reforms and to the essential transformations required by the major changes 
that took place in the security environment of the Alliance borders as well, 
we infer the need for future tactical structures to be able to identify and 
annihilate the conventional and the unconventional enemy forces, using 
concentrated and high-precision strikes.  

The forces assembled in the immediate future should be able to cause 
the enemy greater losses with fewer resources, given their greater 
possibilitiesă toă findă andă influenceă theă enemy’să centeră ofă gravity.ă Ită isă
decisive that such structures have the capabilities required to pursue the 
enemy and to hinder any strength-restoring activities. Both the brigades and 
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the battalions or the BGs they hold should be able to identify the 
opportunities to achieve that. 

Military leaders permanently adapt tactics to the characteristics of 
each conflict: the nature and value of the adversary, the presence of civilians 
on the battlefield, the desired final state and the effects achieved within the 
joint and allied context. The model of the last military conflict in the 
proximity of our country, the one in Ukraine, engenders new perspectives 
for approaching the state and alliance security. A series of tactics and 
procedures, well-known but seemingly left unused on handbook pages, were 
applied again, although combined with a new series, especially conceived 
for the area or country involved.  

The analysis of the organization of the rebel forces in the East of 
Ukraineăemphasizedăfirstăofăallă theă”combinedăarms”ăaspect;ăcreatingă theiră
pre-planned design was undoubtedly possible due to the contribution of the 
experience of the Russian forces. Thus, we noticed apparently non-
homogenous groups, endowed with various categories of armament and 
armoured technique, which, through initiative, precise strikes and a 
sustained combat pace, have managed to take control over cities and over 
entire regions of the Ukrainian territory.  

The success obtained by these groups in a very short timespan is 
suggestive of the fact that also the Eastern army, that was behind these 
military achievements, has developed and possesses a series of principles of 
combat organization  that are in accordance with the envisaged mission. 
Moreover, such principles are accompanied by a wide range of tactics that 
were developed both based on the experiences of the conflicts of the ex-
Soviet space and on the informative and innovative capabilities required to 
meet at least two requirements that are necessary to achieve success: 
surprising the enemy and adapting the existing plans to the real situation in 
the operation theatres.  

Inăthisărespect,ăweăhaveăallăwitnessedătheădiscoveryăofă„hidingăplacesă
and even armament and ammunition stocks, where they found portable air 
defence systems, antitank armament and mines in Slovyansk, Kramatorsk 
and other locations. Moreover, even ammunition elements of multiple 
SmerchărocketălaunchersăwereădiscoveredăinătheăLysychansk”ăarea.[13.]    

Also, the Russian forces have been accused of running a campaign of 
destabilization of the areas controlled by the Ukrainian government by not 
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only prepositioning armament stocks in strategic places but also by 
infiltrating undercover agents in the same places. Thus, „theă unseenă oră
unofficial side of the military conflict can be felt constantly in Ukraine, 
where the materials, personnel and support coming from Russia are being 
provided to the conflict areas, even though the Minsk agreement has 
stipulated the withdrawal of the armament. Harassing attacks against the 
Ukrainian positions continued in the period following the agreement, with a 
frequencyăofă30ăattacksăeveryăday.”[14.]    

The development of the command and control systems, of the specific 
sensors and of the weapon precision has helped greatly enhance the 
efficiency of the new modular fighting structures. General Peter J. 
Schoomaker, chief of staff of the land component of the American army, 
saidăthată„warăisăequallyăaăphysicalărealityăandăaăstateăofămind;ăită is unfair, 
unsafe and ambiguous. In times of war, both the way of thinking and the 
way of acting vary. The well-trained forces of an army become more 
adaptable, more flexible and they must anticipate combat as a last reality-
check. These forces must equallyăwinăwarăandăpeace.”[15.]    

 
Conclusions 
We can speak of the organization and involvement in combat of BGs 

at the level of the maneuver brigades of the Romanian Land Forces in the 
context of their involvement both in article 5 and non-article 5 missions, 
either in the national territory or abroad. 

An experience of modular participation of the Romanian Land Forces, 
under the form of various structures, in the previous missions in operation 
theatres, employed to a great extent the battlegroup formula, but in this case 
the term maneuvre battalions was preferred.  

This manner of using in combat brigade forces and the forces that 
support brigades ensures „efficiency in task and mission accomplishment, 
which means maneuvre promptness and accuracy, saving forces and means, 
cutting losses”[16.] and even taking on various attributions/tasks during 
combat. 

We may consider this desideratum still under way, as during the past 
few years there has been significant progress in the practice of tactical 
exercices, which unbiasedly prompts the development of doctrine 
provisions; we should nevertheless add that achieving such desideratum 



  

  

Ltc. Ilie MELINTE, Phd 

 
116 

must be considered only a basis for future research. We are referring to the 
recent multinational exercices performed both in Romania - M LINAă14,ă
DANUBE EXPRESS 14, WIND SPRING 15 and SARMIS 15 - and on the 
territories of other allied states - COMBINED RESOLVE 14, COMBINED 
RESOLVE 15 and SABER JUNCTION 15, during which the participating 
Romanian units acted to a great extent in the combined arms BG format, 
with both national and multinational composition. 

Another aspect worth mentioning is the need for a constant 
development of the capabilities of the combined arms BGs of the land 
forces to act both in combined arms and JOINT operations,  together with 
structures belonging to the other categories of forces such Air or Naval 
Forces, furthermore in cooperation with other structures having convergent 
roles in the accomplishment of missions (other structures having attributions 
in the field of security, governmental or non-governmental organizations).   

In this respect, we have also taken into consideration the point of view 
according to which „aă realistică analysisă performedă byă oură militaryă
specialists, while considering any and all national defence war 
circumstances and conditions, yielded the opinion that defeating and 
chasing away any aggressor is done preponderantly through land military 
actions, which may be preceded by or concurrent with, either 
simultaneously or consecutively, actions of the air force and of the air 
defence and, as the case may be, of the military marine incorporated into 
air-land  and naval operations or into independent operations.[17.]    

The usefulness of acquiring the principles regarding the organization 
and involvement of battlegroups in combat will be undoubtedly proven 
through the participation of such structures or of elements of such structures 
of the Romanian Land Forces in multinational battlegroups and in creating 
an interim fast response force, approved by the ministers of foreign affairs 
of the NATO member states in the meeting that took place in Brussels on 
December 2nd, 2014.  

We should add that the Readiness Action Plan (RAP) was announced 
in the NATO Summit that took place in Wales on September 4-5, 2014 and 
that it requires the set-up of a very-high-readiness or spearhead joint task 
force, consisting of battalion-level structures the number of which has 
already been established and that will be ready for action by the end of 
2016.  
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At the same time, there was a notification of the decision of the 
aforementioned ministers to expedite the calendar of achievement of the 
reactionă readiness,ă givenă theă increasedă aggressivenessă ofă Russia’să air,ă seaă
and land tactical actions along the NATO border after the Summit in Wales. 
A first measure in this respect is the one taken within the NATO response 
force (NRF) in 2015, by which the three rotating forces, Germany, the 
Netherlands and Norway have agreed to extract the fast reaction land 
elements from the NRF in order to create a small brigade of 3,000-4,000 de 
military men. This force was already created during the first months of the 
current year and is able to dislocate in a few days. Regarding these efforts, 
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg declared in the meeting in 
Brussels, on December 2nd, 2014, that: „there is a lot to do between now and 
then.ăWeădon’tăhaveăeverythingăready,ăbutăatăleastăwhatăweăwillăseeăină2015ă
isătheăforceăestablishedăasătestăstandăforăaăgreaterăspearheadăină2016”. [18.] 
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Abstract: Indebtedness has two fundamental features for a company: on one hand 

the obligation to regularly pay certain interests, which means financial expenses, which 
will diminish the results, and on the other hand the use of credits may cause a surplus of 
profitability, which if it is greater than the cost of the borrowed capital, makes the company 
to be in advantage.  

The profit obtained by using credits appears as such as a retribution for the risk 
assumed upon contracting them. The cost of borrowed capital is lower than the cost of the 
company’s equity, which fact results from the possibility of fiscal deduction of the 
indebtedness related financial expenses, which justifies the use of indebtedness as a 
possible way to increase profitability. But the increase of the indebtedness means an 
increase in financial risk, which generates the attitude of shareholders to increase 
profitability requirements, also, the lenders are becoming increasingly sensitive to the risk 
related to the company’s indebtedness and calls for increasingly higher interest rates. 

 

Keywords: financial risk, market risk, interest, interest rate, currency risk, liquidity 
risk, credit risk, operational risk. 

 
 
 

Introduction 
Companies use for carrying on their activity both equity 

capital and borrowed capital. There is an optimal funding policy, 
whereby, benefiting of an optimal level of indebtedness, the financial risk is 
highlighted and accepted by both the shareholders and the creditors and 
other partnersăfromătheăcompany’săexternalăenvironment. 

The financial risk occurs when loans are not generating financial 
efficiency, i.e. the economic rate of return obtained by using loans is lower 
than the interest rate on loan capital 
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The financial risk is defined as "the variability of result indicators, 
underătheăincidenceăofătheăcompany’săfinancialăstructure"1. It is determined 
byă theă"policiesăofăenterprise’să financingă throughăequityăcapitalăoră throughă
loans”2 

Financial risk analysis takes into account both the study of probability 
ofă itsăoccurrenceăandăhisă influenceăonă theăcompany’săeconomică - financial 
performance. 

It outlines several main directions having the character of generality, 
towards which actions must be taken in order for the financial risk to be 
decreased: 

- Increase of the rotation speed of economic assets by increasing the 
rotation speed of all the patrimonial elements as well as by increase of the 
weight of current assets, which may be restored more quickly through 
turnover; 

- Increase of the volume of economic activity that would lead to 
increased turnover and to achieving a higher commercial return; 

- Increase of production capitalization degree by promoting an active 
marketing policy for achieving a better positioning on the market; 

- Establishing an appropriate financial structure wherein the increased 
leverage to generate in time a higher and a growing level of economic 
profitability; 

- Monitoring the level of economic performance that dynamically 
would have to increasingly take distance of the cost of borrowed capital in 
order to decrease the likelihood of occurrence and manifestation of the 
financial risk. 

By promoting an optimal ratio between equity capital and the 
borrowed capital, it is possible the indebtedness to be used as a way for the 
performance to be increased. The condition required to obtain a higher 
return on the equity capital is that through a good asset management a 
higher efficiency to be produced than the cost of borrowed sources; 
otherwise, the occurrence and manifestation of financial risk will be 
imminent. 

 

                                                 
1 I.Stancu – Finan e,ăEdituraăEconomic ,ăBucureşti,ă1996.,ăpag.ă376 
2 T. Hada – Finateleăagen ilorăeconomiciădinăRomânia,ăEdituraăIntelcredo,ăDeva,ă1999,ăpag.207 
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2.  Analysis and decrease of financial risk 
Analysis of risks in the banking environment  
Monitoring the banking risks means to identify, assess and control the 

risk management policies and practices of a bank, which allow problems 
faced by a bank to be detected and the banking risk management consists of 
the overall bank risk management methods meant to their limiting, division 
and funding as well as to reducing the risk exposure of each bank. 

The lending activity is identified as the core business of banking 
entities, and the credit risk, as the most important of the various threats that 
can strike the outcomes of the banking financial intermediaries. In terms of 
credit risk, it must be assessed by comparison with the benefits that the bank 
expects to obtain from granting the loans, the most important function of the 
banking management being the function of control and analysis of the credit 
portfolio, whereas poor quality of the loans is one of the main causes of 
bankruptcy. 

The market risk is a key component of the financial risk management 
system in the case the credit institution is operating in developed financial 
markets, and currently the most popular method for measuring the market 
risk is the indicator Value-at-Risk. Value-at-Risk is a measure of the 
maximum potential changes in value of a portfolio consisting of more 
financial instruments, with a given probability and a given time horizon. It 
attempts to answer the question: how big can the potential loss of a bank be, 
the loss being calculated with a given probability of x%, on a given time 
horizon? 

Interest rate analysis is of particular importance as the unexpected 
changes in interest rates can cause significant changes in the profitability of 
a bank and in the market value of its capital by the net interest income 
increasing or decreasing depending on the cash flow characteristics of the 
bank’săassetsăandăliabilities.ăTheăinterestărateăriskăshouldăbeămanagedăsoăasă
to obtain an interest margin as high and stable as possible over time and the 
bank’săprofitabilityăandăcapitalăvalueănotătoăsignificantlyăchangeăasăaăresultă
of unexpected change in interest rates depending on the characteristics of 
the cash -flowsăgeneratedăbyătheăbank’săassetsăandăliabilities. 

The currency risk – a market risk component - arising from market 
fluctuations of the exchange rate, expresses the probability that a variation 
in the exchange rate on the market to negatively influence the bank interest 
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margin. 
In terms of liquidity risk, arising from the maturity mismatch between 

the asset items and the liability items, an extremely important task of the 
management of a bank is  to correctly estimate and cover the liquidity 
needs, as profitability of a bank may be adversely affected on long term if 
the bank has in its portfolio too many liquid assets as compared to its needs, 
but on the other hand too less liquidity can create major financial problems 
or even bankruptcy in case of small banks. 

Due to the ongoing development of the economy, the globalization 
and the expansion of economic activities, the international financial market 
and also the European market are in a complex and continuous process of 
adapting products and services, due to the existing competition. In these 
conditions operational risk has become an increasingly more important 
element for credit institutions, which are obliged to redefine their products 
and services in order on the one hand to enter new markets and on the other 
hand due to more frequent use of innovative financing products such as: 
secure products, structural products. The Basel Committee defines the 
operational risk as the risk of losses generated by inadequate or defective 
internal processes, by people and systems or by external events, focusing on 
the causes of losses in order to differentiate operational losses from the 
losses generated by other risk categories 

Ensuring the adequate liquidity is one of the most important objectives 
of the management of any banking institution. In order to have a permanent 
control over liquidity the National Bank of Romania regulates the country's 
banking liquidity by the NBR Norm 1/2001, as subsequently amended and 
supplemented, whereby the manner of calculation of the liquidity ratio is 
defined as the ratio between effective liquidity and necessary liquidity. In 
order the banks not to be in difficulty to procure the necessary resources in 
order to meet their commitments at a given time, they have to face the 
liquidity risk. The art of transforming the short maturity resources into long 
maturity investments and to face the liquidity crisis in a short time and at 
low prices is specific for the bank management. This requires the bank 
management to address the three aspects of liquidity risk, which we 
presented below in this chapter, namely: protection against liquidity risk, 
liquidity risk measurement and liquidity risk management. Analysis of 
liquidity requires the banks' management not only to continuously review 
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the liquidity situation, but also to examine how the funding requirements 
may evolve in different situations, including in adverse conditions, so that in 
its supervision, the Basel Committee has focused on how the banks manage 
their liquidity in general. 

 
3. The financial crisis and its impact 
Since Romania joined the European Union, a new stage of evolution 

of the Romanian banking system began. The European integration process is 
equivalent to the development of Romania's reform, taking into account the 
existing model of European states. 

 Some modern economic theories reject the idea of a general 
theorizing of economic and financial crises, according to which the crises 
can be integrated in a generally valid model, considering that every financial 
crisis is unique, each representing in fact a historical accident caused by 
factors specific in a certain social, economic and political conjuncture. 

 
According to these theories crises can not be anticipated so that their 

negative effects to be brought to minimum. 
 The credit crisis that erupted in the US in August 2007 led to the 

bankruptcy of some of the largest banks in the world, and its effects are now 
being felt on the European financial market. 

 After the bankruptcy of Lehman Brothers, the takeover of Merrill 
Lynch by Bank of America and the nationalization of American 
International Group (AIG), the US government adopted the "Economic 
Stabilization Law" meant to save the US financial system from collapse. 

The international economic crisis has also produced large fluctuations 
on the economic market of Romania, affecting both the stock market and the 
forex market. However, the Governor of the National Bank gave assurances 
that Romania's banking system is stable, explaining that the foreign banks 
holding participations on the Romanian market can not bring out their 
money in any conditions. 

 Impact of global financial crisis on the Romanian financial system is 
relatively limited concluded the members of the National Financial Stability 
Committee (CNFS), who analyzed the impact of the international crisis on 
the financial institutions, markets and infrastructure as well as on the real 
economy in Romania. 
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The economic, monetary environment and the financial banking 
environment are permanently subjected to a fierce competition, new hitherto 
unknown risks appear, with particular manifestations. In these 
circumstances it is very difficult to present some form of risk or to attempt a 
precise definition of it, given the contemporary world characteristic, namely 
uncertainty. 

According to these facts the risk is addressed in different ways by 
some experts, different opinions expressed in literature at home and abroad 
being found. 

Professor Gheorghe Manolescu believes ,,that the concept of risk is 
inextricably linked to the concepts of profitability and flexibility. The result 
of the company is subject to unforeseen events which accompany its activity 
in all areas. The risk translates into earnings variability, thus affecting the 
return on assets and consequently the return on the invested capital"3. 

3.1. Credit risk 
The risk of lending is the probability that commercial banks to register 

losses arising from the insolvency condition of the customer debtors. At the 
level of the assembly of the  commercial banks, this risk is systemic in 
nature, its level does not result from the mere sum of credit risk levels faced 
by individual components of the commercial banking system, it is the 
,,synergistic" result of the effects propagated on the entire system.4. 

Lending activity is the core business of the banking entities, and credit 
risk is the most important of the various threats that can strike outcomes of 
the banking financial intermediaries. Its manifestation intensity is measured 
by the deterioration / improvement in loan portfolio quality through the state 
of solvency of debtor customers. 

 Given the fact that in the process of lending to the economy the banks 
must filter the businesses and to promote the efficient, reliable and legal 
ones, boosting as such that effective activities be carried on by all those who 
make use of bank credit, the calculation of the creditworthiness indicators is 
a quite important milestone in making decisions. The banks must assess the 
risks that they deal with in crediting a business, investigate the loan reason 
and identify the refund sources that depend on the conduct of the business 
they credit. 
                                                 
3 Gh. Manolescu-Managementulăfinanciar,ăEdituraăEconomic ,ăBucureşti,ă1995,ăp.169.ă 
4 I.L. Popa, B. Dima, - AnalizaăSistemuluiăBancarăComercial,ăEdituraăMirton,ăTimişoara 2004.  
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The analysis methods currently used by banks are based on a number 
of concepts and techniques that constitute the center of gravity in the 
technical and quantitative analysis of lending. Thus, banks show a greater 
dependence in making their decision on granting the credit on the 
applicant’săcreditworthinessă indicatorsăandăguarantees,ăbută theseă indicatorsă
do not always express the reality and even if they would expresses the said 
reality, it would have to only be a business card of the company, and the 
security would have to be viewed as a precautionary measure, and not as a 
certainty of loan recovery by its harnessing. 

 In the current circumstances wherein the global economic crisis is 
also felt in our country, all the principles and methods of a thorough 
analysis of granting the loans by taking as smaller risks as possible by the 
lenders are subject to pressure from domestic and international economic 
environment. 

 
3.2. Market risk  
The market risk is a key component of the financial risk management 

system in the case the credit institution is operating in developed financial 
markets. The market risk is defined as the risk of losses arising for balance 
sheet and off balance sheet items as a result of changes in market prices 
(Isaic - Maniu, I., 2006: 76). 

The main categories of risks that lead to changes in financial markets, 
and that actually determines the market risk are: the interest rate risk - by 
variation of the trends and the level of interest rates; the currency risk – by 
the variation of exchange rate and thus of the value rendered in the national 
currency of different external assets and liabilities; the risk regarding the 
price of shares – which corresponds to loss or lack of earnings that may 
result from changes in the value of shares held by the credit institution. 

Starting 1998, the regulatory institutions require the banks with 
extensive trading activities to constitute a capital reserve for ensuring 
against significant losses, which could affect their stability. The volume of 
this reserve, known as the capital requirement for market risk covering is 
directly proportional to an indicator reflecting the risk of the portfolio. 
Currently market risk is measured in terms of value-at-risk (VaR). 

For categories of risk factors to which the credit institution uses an 
internal model the capital requirement will be determined according to the 
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relation: 
 

Ct = max(VaRt) 
where: 
Ct – capital requirement afferent to the business day t; 
VaRt – value-at-risk afferent to the business day t; 
K –multiplication factor; 
VaRt-i – value-at-risk afferent to the business day t-i;  
RSt – capital requirement.  
In order to determine the value-at-riskăafferentătoătheăbusinessădayă,,t”ă

the items by financial instruments (only the instruments afferent to the 
portfolios for which the advanced method is used) from the trading book by 
the end5 of the business day t-1 shall be used, using the methodology 
validated by the National Bank of Romania.6 

3.3. Interest rate risk 
As defined by some authors (I.L. Popa, B. Dima) the interest rate is 

the cost of ,,old'' and ,,new'' financial resources, allocated by the banking 
and non-bank financial intermediaries, as part of the financial 
intermediation process. 

 The interest is the amount due to the owner of the capital upon the 
reimbursement of a granted loan or the price of the use of capital, as well as 
the remuneration of the risk the relevant loan implies. 

 The main indicator of asset and liability management is the net 
interest margin. The objectives of the assets and liabilities management 
consistă ină increasingă theă bank’să incomesă fromă theă investments,ă ină closeă
liaison with the decrease of the costs of the attracted sources, while an 
acceptable risk is maintained and the regulations in force on capital 
adequacy andăbank’săliquidityăareăcompliedăwith. 

The assets and liabilities management, which involves the collection 

                                                 
5  The items initiated during the day for which VaR is determined shall not be taken into account. 
6  The capital requirement associated with a non business day will be equal to the requirement 
associated with the lasr business day. The multiplication factor afferent to a business day is obtained 
by adding the minimum multiplication factor and the additional multiplication factor for the relevant 
business day. The minimum multiplicative factor shall not be less than 3; determination by National 
Bank of a multiplicative factor of more than 3, must be justified by showing the reasons (and their 
importance) that contributed to the adjustment of the minimum factor. Additional factor is determined 
depending on the back-testing results.  
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and use of funds, is the financial core of a bank.7 Accordingly, the assets 
and liabilities management includes strategic planning and implementation 
and control processes that affect the volume, diversity, maturity, interest rate 
sensitivity, quality and liquidity of assets and debts of a bank. The main 
objective of asset and debt management is to produce a flow of net interest 
income, which flow is stable, large, of high quality standards and growing. 
This is achieved by obtaining an optimum combination and level of the 
assets and liabilities and of the financial risk.8 

The interest rate is for any banking company the main negotiating 
element with its customers and the interest rate risk is due to the fluctuations 
in interest rate 

3.4. Currency risk - a component of market risk that arises from the 
market fluctuations of the exchange rate.9 

Exchange risk (exchange rate risk) can be defined as the risk of losses 
arising from the evolution of the exchange rate. It is closely related to 
interest rate risk.10 

Currency risk expresses the probability that a variation in the 
exchange rate on the market to negatively influence the bank interest 
margin. 

Currency risk can be assessed by means of two basic indicators, 
namely the individual currency position, which is calculated for each 
currency and the global currency position, which implies the advantage of a 
globală imageă overă theă Bank’să currencyă exposureă andă the disadvantage of 
cancellation situation by currencies, which in fact must be managed.  

3.5. Liquidity risk  
Liquidity risk, also called funding risk, is the risk that an enterprise to 

encounter difficulties in procuring the funds needed to meet the 
commitments related to financial instruments. The financial risk may result 
from an inability to quickly sell a financial asset at an amount close to its 

                                                 
7  Greuning H.v., Brajovic Bratanovic J. – Analyzing and Managing Banking Risk, A Framework for 
AssessingăCorporateăGovernanceăandăFinancialăRisk,ăEdituraăIrecson,ăBucureşti,ă2004ă– Op.cit., p.44 
8  Greuning H.v., Brajovic Bratanovic J. – Analyzing and Managing Banking Risk, A Framework for 
AssessingăCorporateăGovernanceăandăFinancialăRisk,ăEdituraăIrecson,ăBucureşti,ă2004ă– Op.cit., p.44 
9  Norm of the National Bank of Romania No. 17 of 18.12.2003 on the organization and internal 
control of credit institutions and significant risk management and the organization and conduct of 
internal audit activities of credit institutions, published in the Official Gazette Nr. 47 of 20.01.2004. 
10  C.Basno, N.Dardac – Op. Cit., p.19 
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fair value.11 
Liquidity risk is the probability that the bank will not be able to honor 

payments to customers, due to deviation of the proportion between the long-
term investments and short-term ones and lack of correlation with the 
structureăofătheăbank’săliabilities.12. 

Long-term investments are generally higher than the long-term 
resources of the bank and therefore the banks are facing less desired 
circumstances such as:   

a)not to be able to honor its short term commitments;  
b) have the resources with short maturity, while large investments have 

long maturity;  
3.6. Operaţional risk 
Due to the ongoing development of the economy, the globalization 

and the expansion of economic activities, the international financial market 
and also the European market are in a complex and continuous process of 
adapting products and services, due to the existing competition.  

In these conditions the operational risk has become an increasingly 
more important element for credit institutions, which are obliged to redefine 
their products and services in order on the one hand to enter new markets 
and on the other hand due to more frequent use of innovative financing 
products (e.g.: secured products, credit derivatives, structural products.12 

Conclusions  
Given Romania's new status as a full member of the European Union, 

but also in the context generated by the international financial crisis, the 
National Bank of Romania acted, together with other Romanian authorities 
for the purposes of coordinating and integrating the national policies in the 
European framework. 

 The evolution of the international economic environment in 2007 was 
marked by events with destabilizing impact on the banking environment and 
capital markets, which culminated with the mortgage credits ,,subprime" 
crisis in the United States. 

This crisis has emerged as a result of a liquidity excess, a low rate of 
return of funds, the placement of funds in financial instruments with 
                                                 
11  Chernobai A., 2007:2  
12  BCBS, 2001:25  
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increased profitability and implicitly with increased risk, an insufficient 
insurance against risks. 

With the global economic crisis hitting among European countries, the 
Romanian banking system is also exposed to direct or indirect reactions of 
the crisis. So that the credit institutions in the Romanian banking system no 
longer have a major role in crediting the companies, but still remain the 
main source for the population. The crediting has been oriented to SMEs 
and to companies working in the field of trade and services. 

We can conclude that: 
-  Developments in domestic lending will increasingly depend on the 

ability of banks to raise resources internally; the lending process must be 
continued on prudential grounds because the risks of lending, in these 
uncertain economic conditions, may increase from one period to another; 

-  Banks must find new lending opportunities that to also operate in 
this time of crisis, contributing to the exit from the created deadlock. As 
lending opportunities we recommend: SMEs and companies that so far used 
to finance externally; population with a high degree of solvency; societies 
through which infrastructure projects are carried out. 

In order to ensure the viability of a banking institution, the banking 
management must monitor both the performance of the banking institution, 
i.e. the bank profitability, and the liquidity risk. Between banking 
profitability and liquidity a close interdependence exists, the profitability of 
the banking institution depending on the bank's ability to create liquidity and 
on its ability to place them on the market. 

To limit the impact of financial crisis on the Romanian economy and 
thus on the banking system, we believe that the following prerequisites are 
required: 

-  Taking constant prudential and administrative measures by the 
central bank in order to curb the increase of bad credits granted to the 
private sector and to support lending in domestic currency to the detriment 
of lending in foreign currency. 

-  Putting the minimum reserve requirements at a high level enables 
gradual adjustment of liquidity in the banking system, depending on the 
evolution of the market conditions. 

-  Maintaining the ratio overdue and doubtful receivables / equity 
capital at a low level. 
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-  Maintaining the secured level of deposits (per person and per 
bank) established at the credit institutions at a value that to encourage 
deposits from both individuals and legal persons and to avoid panic, which 
once installed, would lead to massive withdrawal of amounts deposited in 
the banking system. 

-  Changing the rules on provisioning, in order for the restructuring 
or rescheduling process of non-performing loans to be continued (under the 
current rules, the customers can not be helped in case of restructuring or 
rescheduling without the bank to have profitability and solvency problems). 
Keeping on the current level of provisions affects the liquidity and 
profitability, and prudential indicators of the bank. 

-  An effective anti-crisis measure is to reduce the interest rates of 
monetary policy and contributing to investment increase. 

Romania must adjust its macroeconomic policies to the new context 
created by the international financial crisis, so that Romanian economy's 
vulnerability to international financial turmoil involves the need of 
recalibrating the economic policy mix consistent with the challenges posed 
by them. Such a rebalancing of the macroeconomic policy package is 
primarily aimed at gradually reducing the current account deficit, the 
external imbalance being the main source of vulnerability of the economy to 
liquidity crunch and to the deterioration of the international financial 
market. 

We can say that a strong, stable and viable economy automatically 
lead to the existence of a sound and efficient banking system. 
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